I7t 4C

THE STRANGER IN OUR M DST
by
PETER GRACE

Peter Gace

23 Sperringate,
Cirencester,

d os.

GL7 1INA Tel . 5650

02 _



TITE STRANGER IN QUR M DST

An account of the devel openent of the
Cot swol d Bruderhof near Cirencester.

by
Peter G ace

PETER GRACE

23 Sperringate,
Cirencester,

d os.

G7 INA

Tel. Ciren. 5650



unapter 1

THE WLTS. AND G.OS. STANDARD 5th. NOVEMBER 1938
LETTERS TO THE EDI TR
Dear Sir,
Re the announcenent in your paper of the sale of Caksey Manor
and Park Farmto the Bruderhof.

There are many in this district who by virtue of their love of
England as the home of the English look with increasing anxiety on the
encroachments of the Cotswold Bruderhof and the grow ng incursions of
aliens of all nationalities in our mdst. The foreign population in
this country everywhere creeps up silently in nunbers. Can this state
of things tend to our ultimate good as a nation ? Is it not time that
sone strict and very definite limt should be inposed ? W are well
aware of the hardships to which refugees are exposed - those expelled
from Germany, Italy, Austria and Czechosl ovaia but is there any reason
why a small and already overpopul ated England should be expected to
receive, welcome and aid all the rest of Europe's unwanted ?

Wth a steady increase in our own numbers of unenployed, in spite
of rearmanent works, is it likely there can be any chance for foreigners
to make a living ?  Wth the alarming decrease in agricultural workers
due largely to the fact that agriculture and home supplies seemto be
matters of small concern to the Governnent, does it seem that where men
are in regular enploynment on the land they should be driven off it
through the conpetition of aliens ?

Through the advent of the Bruderhof this has occurred at Ashton
Keynes and will now occur at Qaksey. It may be argued that the
Bruderhof is a quiet hard-working Community and has therefore a right
to existence. That is quite true, but surely the English worker

shoul d take precedence in his own honieland. Hs is the prior right by
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birth, by tradition and by generations of service to his country.

| amvoicing in this letter some of the questions which are
continually put to me by many in the district
A O what grounds is the Bruderhof allowed here by the Home Office ?
If as they assert they have no money how can they find thousands to buy
farms and a manor house.
2  \Mhere do the purchasing funds cone from? Wo is behind the
nmovement and what is its object ?
33 Wy should these people, openly pacifists come and settle down
here in the mdst of an armed canp with three large British aerodrones
in close proximty ?
4 A a comunity and according to their own assertions'self supportingl
is this brotherhood an asset to the country ? Is it contibuting a full
share to the general welfare of England ? O is it existing sinply
for its own benefit ? Again - supplied on the farmand in every
department with the newest and nost up to date appliances . whence
again come all the funds ?

It may be said - You may give and assist where you Please.u  Yes
but not to the detriment and |oss occasioned to your own countrynen .

not if you are a genuine Englishman.

WB. WIson
Fai rhaven Qaksey
Cctober 31st. 1938

Thus began a correspondence in the local press serving the
Cirencester area which was to last from 1938 through to 1941.  The

letters concerned a revolutionary commune which had devel oped from a
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farmin the Cotswolds wihin a fewmles of the source of the river Thanes.
By the time of the Dunkirk disaster in 1940 the popul ation of this
establ i shment had exceeded three hundred men, women and children

mostly of German or Cerman speaking origin.

One would hardly associate this rather unspectacul ar conservative
area of the Cotswolds with anything of a revolutionary naturebut for one
brief nmoment, the fertile soil of the Upper Thames bore within it nore
than sinply the seeds of one years harvest. Seeds were being sown
which had they been given the chance to germnate, mght have grown and
bl ossomed into a lifestyle as near to perfection as human nature woul d
al | ow. Perhaps by delving deeper into the origins of the comune we
may answer some of M. WIson's questions and criticisnms and unravel sone
of the fascinating aspects of this interesting experiment at one of the
nmost critical periods in European history

W nust first go back to a Europe devastated by the Geat \r, to a
Germany filled with despair, disillusionment, depression and industria
and econonmic turmoil. The state had lost its way and many were exploring
new political and noral theories in an attenpt to come to terms with the
consequences of the Tr e of Versailles. It as at this time that the
spores of Nazism were being spread and its sinister tendrils began to
reach out silently beneath the ruined foundations of German society
In the 1920's however Nazismwas only one of the ways being explored,
there were other mnds at work beside Htler's. Anongst the others were
various Christian groups particularly within the young educated classes
who had even been sonewhat disillusioned by the main stream Christian
churches with their willingness to seek God's blessing on the carnage of

the trenches a few years earlier.



Some found their ideas being drawn towards the devel openent of
communal |iving. One such group developed in a small village named
Sannerz near SchiLigtern between Frankfurt and Ful da. This was in the
home of a young couple, Eberhard and Emy Arnol d. Eberhard had been
born in July 1883 in Konigsberg, East Prussia, the son of Karl Franklin
Arnold of Wlliansfield Chio in the US A At the time of Eberhard's
birth, his father was a teacher in the Gammar schod in Konigsberg.

Later he became Professor of Theology and Church History at the University
of Breslau in Silesia. Eberhard's mother, Elizabeth Voigt also came
from Acadenmic stock. Emy, Eberhard's wife, was born On Christmas Day

in 1984 in the old Hanseatic city of Riga. Her father Johann Heinrich
von Hol | ander was the son of the last governing Maor of Riga. Wth the
Russi ani sation of Riga, the Von Hollander famly emgrated to Gernmany,
first to Jena, living off the income fromtheir estates in Latvia.

However this incone dried up after the first Russian Revolution of 1906
and the famly had to nove to Halle to live off Johann Heinrich's

position as Professor of Law at the University.

Their academ ¢ backgrounds did not prevent Eberhard and Emmy from
indulging in the usual rebellion of youth but there was also a youthful
idealistic conmtnment to the Christian faith. Anong the influences
which cane toj.are on them were the works of Zinzendorf the Moravian,
the educationalist Pestilozzi and the practical Gospel of a Captain in
the Salvation Arny who frequented the hone of Eberhard' s uncle. The
force which actually drew them together was the Student Christian Movenent.
Once Eberhard had concluded his university studies the famlies gave their
perm ssion and Eberhard and Emy were married at Emy's home on Decenber

the 2Qt h/1909. Right fromthe beginning of their life together they
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had a deternination to take a great deal of life on trust as they
travelled out fromtheir homefirst in Leipzig then Halle, to the

nearby cities of Berlin, Dresden and Hamburg.  Here Eberhard lectured

on subjects ranging from Nietzche's criticismof Christianity to the
current sufferings of the people and the application of early Christian
values in the contenporary situation. As well as th9 lecturing Eberhard
took to witing but there was no regular income on which they could rely
Mich of their financial support cane from people wishing to help their
wor k. For their part they determined not to gather personal riches%nd
on the 31st of Decenber each year they would reduce their bank account

to sufficient for the comng nonth, giving the rest away to the needy

By the end of 1913&he?rst?i r(ayghield Johann Hei nri ch had been born
and because Eberhard had contracted tuberculosis the famly noved to

a small rented house near Bolzano in the Tirol.  They stayed there for

ei ghteen nonths during which time Eberhard studied the Anabapti st

movement in depth.  Wth the outbreak of the Geat War in 1914 Eberhard
was conscripted and Emy and the children returned to Halle. Eberhard's
poor health neant an early discharge fromthe services and he returned

to his witing and |ecturing. Eventual [y in 1915 he was called back to
Berlin to take up the post of Secretary to the German Student Christian
Movement . He stayed in Berlin until 1920 building up the Furche-Verlag,
the publishing side of the Union's work. It was during the period from
1918 to 1920 that Eberhard and the Student Movenent began seriously
through conferences and meetings to explore the possibilities of

al ternative society structures. During all this searching, disagreenents
were inevitable and Eberhard found himself at odds with the directors of
the monthly magazine, "Die Furche' which he edited and also with the

Christian Student Mvenent.  This rift eventually led to resignation
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from his post with the Union and to a new position with a group known as

hereunde de t h Wer ke Frletid of the New Work. It entailed yet
another nove for the young family when in June 1920 they set up home in
Sanne. This home consited of three small work roons in an outbuilding
of the "Zum Stern'the local inn. This stood opposite a large house
called “the Villa' which, together with its nine acres of land, stables
and barns they hoped to rent or buy fromthe owner. This agreenent never
did rnaterialise but they were able to persuade himto rent them one room
which became the office of the “Neuwerk-Verlag' the group's publishing
house, from where Eberhard supervised the publications of “Das Neue Verk'.

Eberhard and Emy had hoped for solitude in Sanneptz but it soon
becane known where they were and they were visited by a steady stream of
professors and pastors, Quakers from England and the U S.A as well as
people of all kinds who were in trouble and needed help. As the
publishing side of the work expanded helpers came and a small comunal
househol d devel oped with all those involved pooling their salaries to
provide finance for the venture. Mich of the work published at this
time and a great deal of the thinking of the group was influenced by the
witings of the Anabaptists and fundanental Christian doctrines. “The
sermon on the nount' becanme their inspiration and from it they began to
try and define their new order of society. Once again however their new
ideas set them at odds with others including some other nenbers of Das
Neue Werk and the Sannertz group were asked to |eave the novement. The
publ i shing business was divided in two and Eberhard set up the Eberhard
Arnol d Publishing House.

Now that the Sannertz group were on their own they were free to

devel op their religious philosophy unhindered. "The sernmon on the nmount’
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gave themtheir main structure with its enphasis on peace, surrender,
material poverty and generous love.  Conversely they were against
industrial capitalism national nmilitarism the teaching of violence
and nmannade religious doctrines.  Fromtheir comunal life they wanted
roomto breathe, freedomto witness and to educate on the basis of their
religious ideas. Al this coupled with self suffi'Ci ency borne out of
wor ki ng together, pooling resources, finances, skills and ideas.

Between 1922 and 1927 the group prospered on its own being greatly
influenced by the many works fromthe tine of the formati on which they
were republishing. In 1922 a Doctor Robert Li-eman, scholar of the
Anabapti st nmovement, published a panmphlet on the Hutterian conmunities
in North Anerica. Eberhard had net himin Vienna in 1921 and in 1926 he
contacted himin order to in turn make contact with Elias Vlter the
| eader of the Hutterians in Alberta in the U S A Thanks to Doctor
Li ef(%-nAt\his was doneand Eberhard received documents and information on
their organisation and way of comunal living which were to have a great
effect on the future of the Sannertz group.

By 1927 the group had outgrown its facilities at Sannertz and a
smll farm eitsteinbach was bought nearby in the Rhn nountains.

This consisted of 135 acres of arable land, pasture and woodl and.  The
whol e group noved in and became known as the Rhn Bruderhof; Bruderhof
Brotherhood a termfanmliar in the Anabaptist novement.  The early

years at the Rhon were marked by poverty, hardship and hunger but by 1930
the Bruderhof had devel oped considerably.  The farmand garden work had
been augmented by small industrial workshops serving as a smthy, carpenters
and small craft shop. From the beginning in Sannerz they had taken in

children fromdifficult backgrounds. At the Rhn Bruderhof this branch
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of their work was expanded with the building of a children's home

ineludin an ae Ai t Aehodl whr thc, ehildrn wr ducatd

al ongside the children of the members of the Bruderhof.  Being organised
on a conmunal basis there was a communal dining room where everyone apart
from the children under twelve years met for neals.  The latter were

~ catered for sep?étely apart from Sundays and special occasions, when

the whol e comunity dined together.



Chapter 2

At the beginning of 1930 Eberhard accepted an invitation to visit
the Hutterian communities in the United States and Canada spending a
whol e year touring the thirty comunities. During this tine it became
clear that the Rn9fr Bruderhof and the Hutterians had a great deal in
conmon.  The latter based on the teaching of Jakob Hutter [eader of the
Anabaptists in 1533,  This teaching was in essence based on the Apostle's
Creed, baptismof adult believers, the Lord's Supper as a meal of renenbftance
and the holding of all goods in conmon. Leadership was to come from the
church, with the church admnistering discipline.  There was to be no
mlitary service, no holding of public office or the swearing of oaths.
Marriage was deened to be sacred and divorce inadmissible. Al these
ideas fitted closely the devel oped beliefs of the Rnch Bruderhof and in
consequence, on the 9th of December 1930, the Bruderhof was incorporated
into the Hutterian comunities.

Eberhard returned from North America in My 1931 and the Rhon Bruder hof
enjoyed two and a half years of building up until there were one hundred
and thirty people in residence. However late in 1933 the community
began to be directly ffected by the rise of Nazism in Gernmany. O the
16th of November a mixed force of about one hundred and forty S A
Brown Shirts and police raided the premses. This raid was afterwards
found to have been the result of the menbers of the Bruderhof refusing to
take part in Htler's plebiscite of November the 12th 1933.  Wen the
raid occurred Eberhard was incapacitated, having broken his leg in Cctober
he lay on the sofa in his study. Iri the dining roomthe Gestapo officer
in charge scanned the room his eyes fell on the Von Hollander famly
coat of arms.  He inquired if anyone by that name was in the house.

Emy imediately spoke up explaining about her father's post in Halle.
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Irie oti-icer was proud to inform her that he had been one of those chosen

to carry her father's coffin to its last resLing place.  Afier Lhis he
howed, clicked his heels and then left.  The raid was over. Al t hough
no further direct action was taken, for the tinme being, documents found
at a later date showed that the Nazi government appreciated that the
Bruderhof represented a radical alternative to their state and ideol ogy
and therefore nust be dissolved .

Gradual Iy however life in the comunity became nore difficult.

_tlhe local school master visited the school to give the children a political
test. He found that among other things the children were unable to quote
the “Horst \Wessel Song', the Nazi anthem so the school was closed.  The
Arnolds were inforned that Nazi teachers would be sent in after Christnas
to give the children a proper education.  The children, that is, of
menbers of the Bruderhof. Al the children whose parents were not in
the community would be “taken away'. The leaders of the community net
for urgent discussion and it was decided that s- 6 many children whose
parents or guardians gave consent would be nmoved to neutral Swtzerland.
Sone were unable to go but those who could arrived in Switzerland in
January 1934,  Whethe Nazi teachers arrived at the Rh9i Bruderhof they
found no childrenso the school never reopened.

Further restrictions began to inpinge on the life of the community.
There was a curb on visitors, no@ne was allowed to stay overnight and
only menbers who were willing to stay for at least half a year were
al lowed to join. Financial pressure was also brought to bare and all
state funds were cut off.  The young people also suffered pressure to
join the Nazi Youth organisations and were threatened by conscription.

The latter threat forced the group to think of dividing again. This in
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fact they decided to do but unfortunately Switzerland could not take t hose

le[[ected. eSS autflor!tles ot tfle silc tim require i cfliirn

that they had been sheltering to be noved, as the original agreement had

been a tenporary one. Thus a new hone had to be found but outside
the influence of German National Socialism

Eberhard and Emy decided to visit the Pricipality of Lichtenstij
despite the fact that Eberhard' s leg was still injured as the bone had
not set properly.  Above the capital city Vaduz they discovered a Summer
hotel at Silumfive thousand feet above sea |evel. In order to exam ne
it they had to travel part way by sleigh.  The last part of the clinb
was even too steep for this and they finished their journey to the top on
foot, Eberhard still using his crutches.  They found the hotel, a nearby
Swiss cottage and group of mountain huts suitable for their purposes
reckoning on room for one hundred people.  The hotel owner agreed to
1' i and the finance necessary to set up the venture was obtained from
a friend. In its high mountain position the new Alm Bruderhof, as it was
naned, was an ideal sanctuary fromthe onslaught of Nazism

Once the new Alm Bruderhof was established a wood turning shop was
set up together with the school and the nunber of nmenbers began to swell,
particularly as the number of young men eligible for conscription fled
from the Rnon Bruderhof.  However in addition one of Eberhard and Emy's
sons, Hardi, who had been studying in England, returned to continiiehis
studies in Zurich. He brought with hima group of English people who
wanted to join the Bruderhof.  These were a young narried couple,
Arnold and G adys Mason, Kathleen Hamilton and Wnifred Bridgwater
The latter had brought her nmother and father with her so that they

could aquaint thenselves with the group which she wished to join.  This
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English connection wase to have a profound effect on the Bruderhof

nd introdue to the Cot woMeountyide the rnot tnaible evidence of
Nazi oppression.

For their part the Arnolds were most inpressed by their first
residents from England and it was decided that Eberhard should visit
Hol land and England to look at new possibilities of setting up
comunities as well as to assist the Aim Bruderhof to gain a nore stable
financial base. Hardi was to accompany Eberhard as the latter's leg had
still not healed and also because Hardi had connections in England from
his student days.  The visit proved useful and they returned to the Aim
having gained useful financial support.  The greenhouse financed by the
Quakers was of particular value in the short mountain Summers while a
further £900 went to finance the lease of some land a thousand feet
bel ow the Aim Bruderhof in the Rhine valley.

The effect of the expansion of the Aim Bruderhof was to dimnish

the one in the Rhon nountains. One result of this was a certain anount

- of dissent at the Rhon Bruderhof so that Eberhard found it necessary to

make nunerous journeys between the two comunities to sort out problens.
These were usually of an ideological or philosophical nature. Gadually
however these journeys becane extreemy arduous as Eberhard's injured

leg still troubled him In Cctober and early November 1935 just when
he was needed nmost, things became so difficu that his old friend and
doctor, Professor Paul Zander, decided that an additional operation

was essential in order for the leg to heal. Even this woul d |eave

one leg shorter than the other.  The operation was to take place under

the personal supervision of Doctor Zander at his hospital in Darmstadt

on Novenber the 16th.  Unfortunately the operation was not an i nmedi . 55
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and after a few days it was realised that anputation woul d be necessary.

This was duly conpl ed but it was too late.  rber/,rd died eaeefully
at four o' clock on the afternoon of Novenber the 22nd 1935 in the

presence of menbers of his fanly. He was buried in the burial garden
of the RhoBruderhof where the brothers built a dry stone wall around

the garden, planting spruce trees along three sides.



Chapter 3

There were those who thought that with the guiding influence of
the founder gone, the novement night fall apart.  The opposite in fact
happened.  The death of Eberhard drew the comunities together, they
realised that to survive they nust settle their differences.  Mich of
the reconiliation was dnt o the guiding influence of Emy who by this
tinme was known as the “house "nmother'. Eberhard himsel f had been given
the title of “ord leader'.  This new unity came none too soon as
greater testing was on the way once again from outside forces. In the
Spring of 1936 the Lichtenstein governnent approached the Aim Bruder hof
in secret to informthemthat Htler's German government had asked them
to extradite all the young nen of the Bruderhof who were eligble for
mlitary service.  They did not wish to do this but explained that they
were far too small a nation to resist the mght of Nazi Germany.
Al'though the people of Lichtenstein were powerless to help in any other
way, this timely warning did give the Bruderhof a short time in which to
make arrangements to nove the young men out. But to where ?

By this time one of the other senior menbers of the Bruderhof,
Hans Zunpe, had been designated “word l|eader' to sucAged Eberhard.  This
was done on the authority of the leading nembers of the Rhn and Am
Bruderhofs.  They also decided that he should be despatched to
England where with Arnold Mason and Wnifred Bridgwater he shoul d
make efforts to find a site suitable for the founding of further
Bruderhof communities and also obtain Home Office permission for the
scheme.  They took their journey as a journey of faith. Hi ringa
car they toured England to find suitable prenmises to rent or buy.
They had no real finance and no permission for the foreign menbers to

stay in England.  After inspecting a number of places they came across
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Ashton Fields farmor the wiltshire-Qd oucestershire border some five
mles fromtne town of Girencester and about a mile and a half fromthe
village of Ashton Keynes on the upper reaches of the river Thanes.
Even as they were finding this possible site some of the young
peopl e including menbers of the Arnold family were arriving in England
LW  finding tenporary accordation with friends including Quakers and
menbers of a number of pacifist groups. (ne of the young nen, \Mrner
who was visiting Switzerland from the Aim Bruderhof to sell craft
products, attenpted to escape to London from Zurich by air. However
unf o6nately he was turned back when he reached Croydon airport because
there had been a breakdown of comunications between the A m Bruder hof
and the English connection. Failure of this direct method of escape
meant that there was a desperate need for devious nethods. A plan was
soon devised to help the original escapee and another small group |ed
by Hans Meier, a Swiss, one of the |eading members of theJ1Bruder hof.
They disquised thenselves as a group of strolling nusicians and with
their lutes, guitars and flutes set off for England, this time via Italy,
the only neighbouring country without entry restrictions for Germans.
The original intention was to travel overland to Genoa then hy sea
to England. However this was thwarted as Italy was under a League of
Nations enmbargo inposed after the invasion of Ethi opia in Cctober 1935.
An alternative land route was then decided upon which followed the
Medl terranl an coast towards the French frontier.  An attenpt would then
be made to cross the Alps into France beyond Ventimiglia. A first this
proved to be successful as they travelled on foot, slept in a small tent
and lived nostly on bread dipped in olive oil, However we4dt hey were

unable to obtain visas for entry into France *in Mlan, Genoa or ventimglie
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and were warned in all three places not to attenpt the Al pi ne crossing

This was because the borders were occupied by the mlitary and deemed to
be out of bounds.

Hardly had they set foot in the border regions when they were
arrested on suspicion of being spies. They were interrogated by a
senior police officer who threatened to return themto Genoa from whence
they would be repatriated to Germany and consequent nilitary service.
Somehow however this man was touched by their story. He sent them off
with two policenen who pushed them over into France with an exit stanp
from Italy on the last page of their passports. This was all done at
ni ght under cover of darkness and they still found thensel ves needing
to cross "No man's land'. Provi dence however was certainly smling on
them for when they reached the frontier post, the border guards on
the French side failed to notice that they were dealing with CGernan
passports, looking only at the exit stanp on the last page.

Thus they were allowed into France and travelled the next day by
train to Paris using noney éeked out by the brothers in the Aim
Br uder hof . This however rendered them penniless so they had to sleep
in the open, in the park beneath the Eiffel Tower. They made contact

rE 3¢ Sjtce.
with nnemarie, Emy's daughter-in-law, who was already in England
and noney was sent to them by telegraph so that they could conplete
their journey. This last stage was not without incident. Once again
the inigration ofticer questioned their lack of exit permts and
threatened to return themto Germany but on hearing their story he
personal |y stanped their passports to allow themto sail from Le Ha/e
to Sout hanpton. They al nost managed to disenbark at Sout hanpton

w thout incident until a very alert official noticed the stanp on

16



C
Verner AcJ. s passport fromwhen he had been refused entry at Croydon

Lo was about to question their right to enter britain when Arnold Mason
arrived on the scene to successfully explain the situation. Eventual |y
a permt was issued by the Home Office which allowed the group to stay
in the country for at least two nonths. After their eventful journey
the erstwhile strolling nusicians made their way to Ashton Keynes where
efforts were being made to set up the new comunity. They arrived in
fact just in time for the opening of the Cotswold Bruderhof as the new
comunity was to be called

The pioneers at Ashton Keynes had occupied one of the cottages at
Ashton Field farm known as the "Gey Cottage', even before they had
officially begun renting it. This was due to the fact that an ever
i ncreasi ng nunmber of young nenbers of the Bruderhof were having to flee
from the mainland of Europe. However despite the premature occupation
the owner agreed to rent themthe farmfor five years as fromthe 29th
of Septenmber 1936 with an option to buy. So from March onwards they

about the task of restoring and adapting the buildings and
cultivating the land. At the outset there were seventeen people who
began the task of cultivating the first twenty acres of land which
made up the farm together with the farm house, four cottages, other
bui I dings and a bungal ow.

At this time the brothers did a gréat deal of travelling around
Britain to secure finance and help from friends and synpat hisers. It
nust be said at this point that there were other reasons for setting up
the Cotswold Bruderhof other than to sinply provide a refuge for European
di ssi dents. It had long been felt by the pacifist novement in Britain

that such a comunity could also benefit their cause with its anti-
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mlitary creed. Also there were those in this country who were

kon to oxrjorirnnt wth altrnativ nodes of livin.

Jork was far enough advanced by Septenber 1st for a News Letter to
be published fromthe Cotswold Bruderhof to explain the ainms of the
comunity to friends and woul d-be supporters. It also gave a brief
history of the group and an account of the first five nmonths of devel opnent
Even in such a short time and with only seventeen occupants the farm was
sown with three acres of potatoes, five acres of cereals and two of
veget abl es. The land also supported a small herd of cows and ten pigs
As well as sinply renovating the buildings they were also able to set up
a turning shop for the production of bows, candlesticks etc. There
had been connections over the previous six years with the firm of Heal
and Sons of Tottenham Court Road, London who had purchased goods from
the Aim Bruder hof. Interest was also being shown by a retailer in
Bristol, Messrs E G Gane and Conpany. Difficulties in the British
machine tool industry held up the arrival of two lathes, a band saw
and engine and driving equi pnent. However with the financial help of
friends and the initial difficulties overcome the turning business
soon began to nake headway.

As the situation in Europe deteriorated, contingency plans had to
be made in case it became necessary to evacuate the Rhon Bruder hof
and maybe even the Aim It was decided in early Septenber that an
attenpt should be made to purchase the farm at the original agreed
price of £5,350. This was done by raising a nortgage for a large
part of the sum arid then making an appeal to interested groups and

i ndi vidual supporters. In the first five nonths alone over three
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hundred visitors had actually stayed at the community for a few days,..
others for weeks and there had been nunmerous |ocals paying casual visits.
The former cane fromas far afield as Scotland and as diverse origins

as Bryanston school and the Priory of St. Francis at Cerne Abbas.

The visitors paid nothing for their keep but were encouraged to
enter into the life of the comunity and thus help to support in a
practical way. One early venture was the repairing of the drive |eading
fromthe main road to the farm buildings. This entailed repairing a
length of three to four hundred yards. The repairs were conpleted with
the aid of gravel from beneath the comunity's own |[and. This material
was to be a valuable asset in the production of concrete and concrete
bl ocks for the construction and renovation of many of the buildings.

As well as the drive, the gardens around the main house and the cottages
were in a dll apidated statebut with a concentrated effort over some
weeks they were soon brought up to standard and began to help the
comunity becone self sufficient in vegetables. Qther areas of neglect
included the drainage and sewer system These were soon tackl ed,

again with an eye on the possihility of more permanent nenbers. In
addition to help fromvisitors they were able to call on the [ocal
Mnistry of Agriculture representative M. MLees and the Royal
Agricultural College at Crencester, to say nothing of the Wgan and
District Subsistance Production Society. On the building side they
were helped by Hubert Lidlieter, a Quaker responsible for the design
of the "Friends House' in London. They also nunbered anong their
group many capable people including GeorBarth, the group |eader

with special skills in architecture and design, both put to good use

in planning future buildings and designing art and craft work. He
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was assisted at this time by Eberhard Arnold J .j who was of

rartieuJar u inworking in th vorld outside the community as he

had studied in Birminghamin 1933 and 1934. H's nmother Ernny was House
Mot her who in turn was assisted by Annenarie, Heinrich's wife.

Heinrich, who had studied at agricultural collage in Switzerland had
responsibility for all farming and gardening activities. The busi ness
side of things and sales were ably controlled by Arnold Mason, It is
amazing to think how this small group of dedicated people and their
supporters achieved so nuch in just five nonths. They had found and
bought the farm begun an expansion programme, becone financially
stable and nost inportant of all gained the British Governnent's

bl essing through the permssion granted by the Home O fice.

One secret of their success may have been that they were an open
comuni ty. There was no suggestion of cutting thenselves off from
the outside world and there was free discussion of events in Europe and
all the normal problenms of any group of individuals trying to live in
comuni ty. This was summed up in their first News Letter of 1936
which states, "The continued stream of guests always keeps us in
contact with the novenents and problens of our tine and helps us not
to become narrow minded and sectarian, but to keep and always to find
afresh a broad outlook on life.' This same news |etter ended with

hope expressed that a publishing house coul doon be set up to help

the
spread the group's ideas in English speaking countries.
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Chapter 4

The frantic building and renovations during 1936 proved to be
absol utely necessary as back in the Rhc nountains the position was
becoming increasingly difficult until the Gestapo walked into the
Bruderhof on the 14th of April 1937 to confiscate it.  They ordered
the members to leave within twentyfour hours, save for three of the
| eaders, Hannes Boiler, Karl Keiderling and Hans Meier.  These three
were taken into protective custody in Fuida to face charges under the
“Law for the protection of the state against violent comunistic attack'.
The rest of the group were made to leave the country altogether after
an initial threat that they would be dispersed across Germany.  This
was not before all their rooms had been searched and all cash, keys and
books confiscated.  Fortunately they were able to get word to England
and the Aim Bruderhof of what had happened through Arno Martin the
steward of the Aimwho had been visiting and was about to |eave for
Lichtenstien at the tinme of the Gestapo raid.  Wthout their |[eader
the remainder of the nmembers packed what food they could and put their
belongings into bundles.  They ate their last meal at 5p.m on the 16th
of April then met together for prayer for the last time at the Rhon.
After this they set off to walk over the hills for a mile to where
transport was waiting to convey themto the station where they woul d
board a train to Holland.  This journey on foot was rather harro'ing
as, wei ghed down by their bundles and the smaller children, some of whom
were ill, as was one of the ol der women, they took their last |ook
back at their former hone which they had created so lovingly.
Some went to Eberhard Arnold's grave to pay their last respects to
their founder. Hans Meier's wife had given birth to a child only

days hefore, making her journey particularly difficult when conbined
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with the anxiety about her inprisoned husband.  Once at the railway

station they boarded a train and left en route for Holland and
tenporary shelter kindly offered by the Dutch Mennonites. — Their
ultimte destination was to be the Cotswold Bruderhof in England.

Wile all this was going on their leaders were beginning a period
of indefinite incarceration in Fulda.  After a few days the original
charges against themwere dropped in favour of a charge of crimna
bankruptcy.  The reason for this was purely one of propaganda. The
Cestapo had realised that there had been two Hutterite brothers from
Canada at the Rnon at the time of the dissolution.  The seriousness
of the original charges, which were manifestly untrue, night well have
encouraged the North American visitors to publish charges of persecution
against the Nazi CGovernnent at a tine they were anxious to portray a
policy of civilisation to the outside world and particularly the US A
They based their new charges on false evidence extracted under threat
froma creditor who was “persuaded" to say that the community had
defrauded him  He later retracted the evidence. However when the
three brothers protested against the accusation the Gestapo officer
laughed and said that even if the judge let themgo free they woul d
still be taken fromthe prison to a concentration canp because they
were a danger to the Nazi state.

They were given decent treatnent in the prison, being allowed
to stay together and only receiving the threat of a weelcs solitary
confinenent On bread and water.  This was for speaking up for a
fellow prisoner who had been falsely accused. However the puni shment
was never enforced. (ne evening the warden announced that Karl

Kei derling would be physicai examned the next day to see if he was
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fit for military service. Before Karl was taken away the three

conposed a letter laying down their beliefs and enphasising their
objections to mlitary service. Karl took this letter with him when
he was led away under escort the following morning.  After an anxious
three hours he returned not having undergone the examination. ~ Wth
true Gestapo efficiency they found that they could not do the exam nation
because the letter of appeal was addressed to the senior officer and

he was away until the next week. Karl never did have the exam nation
for on the Saturday norning the warden announced that all three were to
| eave the prison. From his previous statenent about the concentration
canp this nust have caused them some concern. They were told that a
car would be waiting for themoutside the prison to take them they

knew not where. Before they left they were taken to the prison office
and given all the chocolate cakes and other things which had been sent
to themby friends in Switzerland.  They gave everything they had been
given to their fellow prisoners.

It was three nonths since they had entered the prison, now as the
iron door clanged shut behind themthey stood facing a sinister black
car. They had no desire to enter any vehicle which was likely to
transport themto a concentration canp so Hans Meier approached it to
speak to the driver.  The driver handed him a white envel ope which
was fromtheir lawyer.  They immediately junped into the car pulling
the curtains across the window so as not to he seen as they were wel
known in Fulda.  The driver then set off at high speed towards Frankfurt
on Main.  After an hour they stopped and found thenselves in the
mddle of a forest.  Was this to be the end of their journey and

perhaps their |ives? Such things were known to happen. The driver
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told themto get out - but then he sinply drove away so as not to be

copn With 111l They stood in tne madie of the forest dud read tne
lawyers letter which told themto go to Knigstein in the Taunus
mountains and to a certain hotel where he would neet themduring the
next week. Included with the note were twenty marks and the instruction
to destroy the note as soon as they had read and memorised it.  This
they did then set out on foot for the nearest railway station. Here
they took a train bound for Konigstin.

They actually found thensel ves aboard an express travelling from
Minich to Frankfurt which was packed with nen travelling to a Nationa
Nazi party neeting in Frankfurt. S.A, S. S, other Nazi and police
uniforns were everywhere.  The three brothers in their distinctive
Bruderhof dress were eyed with sone suspicion.  However when asked
where they were from they answered truthfully, "Fromthe Rnci'.

They of course omitted to add any further details such as their recent
prison experience. Fortunately for themthe train arrived in Frankfurt
before they could be further tLaised and all the uniformed hoards

got off to be about their nmore pressing business.  Arriving at the
hotel in Konigstein at ten o'clock at night the man at the front door
refused them entry. However a few mnutes later he let them in at the
back door and here they net four Quakers who were known to them two
from England and two from Germany.  They tried to persuade the three
brothers to stay for a few days but the latter thought it would be
wiser for themto be on their way to England as soon as possible.
Agreeing, the Quakers gave them a hundred marks to help themon their
way. The next stage was not to be that easy, neither Hans Meier nor
Karl Keiderling had a passport and Hannes Boiler's was no |onger valid.

Karl had the added conplication of requiring a mlitary permt which
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was impossible to obtain since the authorities were still |ooking

for hi munuccssfully,in th prison.

It is worth noting at this point that their journey on the Nazi
cronded express train was part of a calculated risk on the part of the
judge who had tried their case.  This judge had not been a Nazi at
heart and he had known their own |awer well. He had been unable to
find anything criminal against the brothers but had been told by the
Gestapo not to let themgo without informing them that is the Gestapo,
first.  The judge had let themgo on the Saturday in the full know edge
that the Gestapo chief would be attinding the same party rally at
Frankfurt.  He then fulfilled his obligations by informng a subordinate
that he had released them  He knew that by the time the chief found
out what had happened the fug,'tives would have at least two days,start.

In order to overcone the passport problem they decided that Hans
Meier as a Swiss should go to the Swiss consulate in Frankfurt to try
and obtain a new Swiss passport and at the same tine through the
enbassy try to informtheir brothers in England about what had happened
and to ask themto send Karl's passport which was a joint one with his
wife.  She had taken it to England during her escape three nonths
earlier. As far as Hannes was concerned, he would have to risk
travelling on his outdated one. Wen Hans reached the Swiss consul ate
and told the Consul that the Gestapo had taken his passport the Consul
did not hesitate in providing a new one. Hans was also allowed to
contact England.  While this was happening Karl and Hannes had made
their way to Kl eve near the Dutch border where all three were due to
meet that evening.

Hannes had in fact risked going into Holland to Rotterdam where
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he managed to get his passport extended.  When he returned he

told the others that a Dutchman named G |derneester was bringing karl's
passport and would neet them at Cologne.  This man had connections in
high places and night be able to obtain a military permt for Karl.
Unfortunately, in the event, his connection in the Cologne police had
been replaced so the brothers would have to take the risk of crossing
the border into Holland wthout the vital document.

Hans set off by train for Holland to try and help the others to
obtain entry with the help of a Dutch Mennonite pastor. In the neantim
however Karl and Hannes decided to cross the border illegally.

Between Kieve and Nijmegen there is a forest which straddles the
border between &ernany and Holland.  They decided to attenpt a border
crossing through this forest by night. O the first attenpt they Iost
their way and ended up back in Germany. Their second attenpt took
place after midnight.  After creeping through the forest for some tine
they felt certain that they were in Holland when suddenly they were
confronted by a border guard who had spotted them by the light of his
torch.  To their great dismay he was a German guard. He asked them
what they were doing in the forest at that time of night. They
explained truthfully that they had lost their way earlier and that the
friends they were due to meef in Holland would be worried.  This

was what sone government spokesman today night term “being econonical
with the truth.A Hannes did most of the talking in his Swss German
dialect then after some tine the guard |ooked around to see if anyone
was watching.  Wen he was sure that ncone was |ooking he showed
themthe way to the nearest Dutch village. Shades of Hans Meier's

experience with his strolling nusicians the year before.  Wthin hours
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the three were reunited in Nijrnegen from where they travelled to

Rotterdamto be cared for by a Mennonite pastor and his fanily.

One of th sons of this famly was later shot dead in the street for
carrying a revolver while trying to help Jews to escape fromthe
authorities and alnost certain death. This however did not happen unti

after Hans, Hannes and Karl had been helped on their way to freedom in

Engl and at the Cotswold Bruderhof.
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Chapter 5
cv

The three brothers had heen seperated from their col | eagues fromthe
Rho' rBruderhof for over three nonthsbut they arrived to find everyone
safe and well.  The evacuation of the Rnhon increased the Cotswold
Bruderhof numbers by forty five but with others who had become interested
in the community the overall population by the end of 1937 was at |east
one hundred and thirty. In order to support this new influx it was
necessary tolto bring all two hundred acres of the farm into cultivation
and in addition another one hundred and three acres of land was rented
in the July fromthe nearby Od Manor farm  This enabled the community
to expand the farming activities of cattle, pig and sheep rearing,
vegetabl e growing and the keeping of poultry and bees.  The woodcraft
al so began to expand, the education work develop and the building and
renovation work tried to keep pace with ever increasing demand for
donestic and other acconjodation.

As Htler and his friends in Europe continued to flex their nuscles
more problens loomed for the COtswold Bruderhof.  The Aim Bruderhof was
finding life nore and more difficult with financial problens increasing
along with other restrictions.  They were being directly affected by
the number of able young men having to leave to escape conscription to
the German war fii aci ne which continued its relentless build up.  Things
however came to a head on the 12th of March, the day of the Ansrfi uss
when Austria succunbed to the might of Germany and the Nazi troops
marched across the border.  On this fateful day the remaining menbers
of the Aim Bruderhof bade farewell to their home in the mountains and
set off for England to increase even further the nunbers seeking refuge

at the Cotswold Bruderhof.

28



By Septenber 1938 the nunbers at Ashton Keynes had risen to two
hundred and thirteen.  There were one hundred and twenty one adults and
ninety children.  This included forty famlies.  About half of the
popul ation were Germans,there were about forty British, the rest were
Austrian, Swiss Swedish, French, Dutch and Latvian and there was one
Turki sh national of Russian origin.  Mst of the married couples of this
cosnopolitan group were under thirty years old, many having joined the
Bruderhof in their youth, marrying within the.conmunity.  The inflUx of
so great a population of foreign nationals into such a rustic neighbourhood
was considerable.  However in the Cirencester area at the tine there
was, as in so many other places, a desperate attenpt being nade to cone
to terms with the dangerous situation developing in Europe.  There was
w de debate through various pacifist groups such as the Peace Pledge
Union and the Society of Friends as to whether war was avoidable or
inevitable and what part Christians should play.

There was a constant flow of visitors to the Bruderhof and the
menbers mingled freely in the wider community mainly in the course of
business and when invited to speak of their aims and objectives to loca
societies and church groups. O the whole they were well treated and
their way of life respected.  The British preference for the underdog
found expression in the admiration for these strangers particUarly
the refugees who were given something of an air of celebrity. Menber s
of many of the churches and chapels in Crencester still speak with
affection of their visits to the Ashton Keynes conmunity. Hgh in their
memory is the warnth and friendship of the welcone they received.  There
was a particular bond between the Quakers and the Bruderhof mainly through

direct contact with each other during the difficult times at the Sannertz
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Rion and Aim Bruderhofs.  Another link fromthe early days was with the

calvalion Arny aflhough Jhis wa rnawd again J,0uJ, mll Puhof
group in Birm ngham when the first menbers arrived in England. By 1938
this link had grown to include the Salvationists in Cirencester and

Swi ndon.

A correspondent of “The Times' newspaper reported on a visit to the
Bruderhof in September 1938.  This report gives an accurate picture of
what any visitor would have found at Ashton Keynes at that tine. He
describes the first inpression of coming across a scene more typical of a
village in Germany than a farmin rural England.  There was something
“indefinably ol d-fashioned' about people.  The nen wore beards and for
the most part went bare headed although they were sometimes seen in
Sumer tinme wearing wide brimed straw hats decorated with wild flowers.
They also wore coloured shirts, knee length breeches, hone-spun stockings
and heavy boots. It is hardly surprising then that they were well known
in Fulda and so conspicuous on the Minich to Frankfurt express. The
wonen's anple peasant costumes were nainly blue and worn with a blue
headscarf or honnet.

The sane 'Tines' correspondent also described the building progress
which had been made by the time of his visit.  The original farm house
had been converted to a dwelling house and conmunal kitchen.  The old
byre and stable had been rebuilt as flats and bed sitting roons. New
bui I dings had been erected to house the school, kindergarten, “hospita
and communal dining room Mich of the latter group of buildings were
built from concrete blocks made by the community fromtheir own gravel
pit.

By this time also one hundred acres of land had been put to the plough,
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producing forty seven tons of cereal.  They were able to grind their

O ori1 O0ine of the eereal vac used to make rye bread baked in their
newy constructed bakery.  The farmwas organised on a five year rotation
with the cattle and poultry being kept on arable land in order to provide
natural fertilizer which was ploughed back into the ground when it was
prepared for planting.  The foyll pens which accomodated over one thousand
hens were noved about the fields at regular intervals in order to give an
even distribution of this natural fertilizer.  The milking sheds which
were operated on the Hosier open air systemwith nobile bale and fol ding
units were moved around in the sane way.  The dairy was in fact
the largest source of income at that time, with sixty mlking cows. A
Dutch nenmber Dr. Cerret Fég, who was a vet,worked fromhis own |aboratory
in the coomunity and did so with such skill that by June 1938 the mlking
herd was up to Tuberculin Tested standard. By this tine also the sheep
flock had been built up to sixty

The gardens were being constantly enlarged so that by Septenmber 1938
el even acres were devoted to the growing of vegetables.  The vegetables
were grown pricipaly' for the consunption of the community itself but the
surplus was taken to nmarket in nearby towns.  Orchards and areas of fruit
bushes had also been devel oped together with a thriving bee garden.  The
latter had actually been created a year earlier. It can be pointed out
that despite a lack of faniliarity with the vagaries of the British
weat her the farm and gardens were fast beconming a successful "enterprise

Despite their rather quaint appearance there was nothing old
fashioned in their methods or thinking as far as farming was concerned.
They were at the forefront of devel opments which night have been one

reason for the coolness of sone of their neighbouring farmers. At that
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time with mexirnuni production beconing a priotity, as war was becoming a

distinct threat, many new ideas were be experimented with, (ne of these
was the production of cattle foddeéﬁgtraw pul p, which would normaly have
been sinmply ploughed back into the soil.  The basic process was to soak
the straw in a vat of caustic soda, this broke down the outer fibrous
layers to release the nutrients within.  Athough it would not keep for
long, it could produce a useful food supplement for the winter.  There
was wide publicity for the method in the farming press at the tine and
the Bruderhof were quick to take the idea on board.  They were also not
slow to introduce a smll electricity generating plant into the scheme of
things.  This provided electrical current to drive the machinery during
the day and to light sone of the buildings at night.  Mins water had
been laid on to the boundary of the community's land by the Rural District
Council but the brothers had to be responsible for laying supplies on to
the various buildings. This was an inportant addition to their basic
services, particularly as far as the laundry was concerned.  Again there
was no suggestion of old fashioned methods in the laundry, they had the
assistance of machinery to do the heavy work.  Mst of the men were
occupied in the farming and building work while the women spent nore tine
in the laundry, kitchen, comunal dining roomand in the care of the
children.  The care of the children included not only the school
facilities but they had their own garden, paddling pools, sand pits and
a baby house'

Anot her venture which concerned mainly the nen was the printing and
publ i shing house. By 1938 they had established a press which produced
various religious works, the quarterly journal of the Bruderhof' The Pl ough'

edited by Eberhard Arnold jnr. and periodic news letters.  Later on
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they were producing nore nundane things such as the printed cardboard

nlk boll op. Coely 6ci atdwith th publidhing work wa th
excel lent library boasting over ten thousand volumes including priceless
works fromthe time of the reformation. It was a great boon to their
educational work and also provided extensive reference material when

di scussing and dealing with the problems of the world. It also provided
a great deal of source material for the study of |anguages, econom cs

and history.

The visitor to the Bruderhof would receive a courteous welcome with
no question of pressure to join or payment for hospitality.  They would
find an ordered friendly comunity dedicated to self reliance for physica
things and a faith in God which thus far had seen them through many trials
and tribulations.  The organisation of the group was identical to that
of the Aim and Rhon Bruderhofs.  There were four'servants of the word'
whose duties included the celebration of marriages, there was a steward
who |ooked after the comon purse, another official responsible for the
organising of the daily work and a group called witness brothers.  The
hierarchy, appointed by the nembers, was responsible mainly for the
everyday running of the comunity.  Any matters of najor inportance
were put before the whole comunity.  Although it may have seemed to
those outside that the community was physically withdrawn from the world
in general, they had a very keen interest in world affairs, not |east
because their very existence depended on what was going on in mainland
Eur ope. During mealtines in the commn dining room they woul d be
addressed by one of the menbers on matters of topical interest, sonething

after the manner of a nonastic community.
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Chapter 6

The refugees anongst the menbers of the Bruderhof nust have viewed with

some trepidation the comings and goings at the end of September as the

. Primilinister Neville Chanberlain clutched at straws and bits of paper.
?Het IO?ri]gi nal pre-Minich panic does not seemto have caused nuch feeling one
way or another towards the community. It seems that nost local people's
worries were with the Nazi party rather than the German people in general.
For their part the Nazis were obviously interested in the Bruderhof.  As
early as 1936 Hans Meier had returned to Germany on business and had had to
present hinmself at the police station in Kassel. He was taken aback when
an official of the Gestapo showed hima map of Britain on which the Cotswold
Bruderhof had been clearly marked!

The Minich Crisis itself had many effects on the British public,
Locally the AR P. organisation was put on a war footing with anti-gas
trenches being dug in Cirencester during one weekend and the local press
published plans and instructions for the construction of Do-it-Yourself
air raid shelters. As well as panic evauation fromthe cities which filled
the roads around Girencester on \ednesday the 27th. of September with cars
and vans |oaded with furniture and effects, and nowhere to stay, opinion
was polarizing between those who favoured conflict and the pacifists.

Regul ar neetings were held in Cirencester to discuss the matter. Paci fi st
leaflets were circulated by the Peace Pledge Union and the “WIts, and
Gos. Standard carried articles and running battles in the correspondence
colums on the subject.  This polarization which was going on all over the
country led to a further increase in those wishing to join the Bruderhof

at Ashton Keynes.
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The increase once more put pressure on the accodation and resources
vai|able at the comunity.  The only olution wasto expand even further
by looking for a new site or sites for other Bruderhof settlements. In
the event the answer was very near at hand.  Caksey Manor and Park farm
about two mles fromthe Cotswold Bruderhof becane available so with financial
help fromthe U S A, Holland and Switzerland the members conpleted the
purchase and so founded the Oaksey offshoot of the Cotswold Bruderhof. It
was the purchase of this property which pronpted the first letter from M.
W1 son, published on Guy Fawkes night 1938 in the "WIts, and Gos. Standard'.
The main criticismin this seens to be that nmembers of the Bruderhof were
unwanted in their own countries and by inference in Britain too.  They were
taking enpl oyment from our own unenployed and seemed to be able to obtain
consi derabl e suns of noney from unknown supporters.  Their attitude to
pacifismwas particularly selfish as they rather ironicaly sought refuge
sheltered by three large nearby airfields. (ne can assume that here he
was alluding to the Flying Training School two mies to the North East at
South Cerney and Kenmble Maintenance Unit three or four miles to the West.
The third site is hard to fix as the nearest sites under construction or
conpleted in 1938 were Astnon Downs and Hul | avington both over ten mles
away from Ashton Keynes.

The letter not lacking in in uendo, marks a change in the attitude of
sone of the local people, mainlyit nust be said, local |andowners with
vested interests.  Up until now all the publicity given to the Bruderhof
had been of a positive conplimentary nature.  Wthin a few days of the
criticismhowever Eberhard Arnold jnr. was defending the Bruderhofs
position at a meeting of Cirencester Rotary Club, a body with some influence

within the town.
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After outlining the background to the conmunity he went on to answer

ome of M Wlon" uric. Jointodout that thiy wore not taking
jobs from anyone but in fact had been using English workers in their building
and farm work. It had been necessary to use local building firnms to,
help with the expansion in 1938. Eberhard also pointed out that the |ocal
farnmers could not get labour, not because of the Bruderhof but because the
government was enploying local labour in the construction of R A F, Arny
canps and other military establishments. As far as their tendency to live
near airfields was concerned, it seened to himthat it was hard to find
anywhere which was not near an airfield. He made no secret of the fact
that their financc&from supporters in Britain, minland Europe and from
the Quakers and other supporters in the U S A  As far as having influence
in high places was concerned, they had to have their Home Office permt
renewed each year.

Wen these matters were reported in the press they ruffled a few
feathers. ~ Ms. Gertrude Wod a menber of the Council of the Guild of
Enpire took the opportunity to wite in the next week in support of Eberhard's
statenent. A counter blast to this came from M. Cuss of Cricklade supporting
M. WIlson.' Ms. \Wods then retaliated supported by M. Rimes a local
pacifist mll owner.  On the 3rd. of Decenber M. Wlson again wote to
"Wlts, and Gos. Standard" unsatisfied by the answers fromthe public debate
and undeterred by any criticism  This letter sinply reiterated his
previous queries.

The next week the “Standard' reported a wedding which in a nunber of
ways highlighted the difficulties which were spilling over fromHtler's
activities in Europe to those seeking refuge in Britain.  This wedding

involved two "guests' of the Cotswold Bruderhof.  They were not nenbers



but they had escaped from Austria to seek refuge there assisted by the Quakers.

The bride was Daroness Alexandr'a von t uHnburg and 1h bridgroom J-lrr
Fritz Kanitz from Vienna. Like so many people in Germany and Austria at this
time the young couple had had to face the problems caused by Hitler's anti-
Jew sh obsessi on

Herr Kanitz was classed as a non-Aryan while his bride-to-be was an
Aryan when they becane engaged and were both living in Germany. Htler's
Nurenburg Laws of September the 15th. 1935, which included the banning of
marriage between Aryans and Jews however made their narriage inpossible.
Fritz Kanitz accordingly left Germany for Austria to take up the study of
political science at the University of Vienna.  Shortly afterwards the
Baroness also moved to Vienna so that they could be near each other.
Unfortunately they delayed their wedding a little too long, for when the
Anschl uss occurred the Nuremburg prohibition came into play once again.
Their only hope was to leave Austria and head for a safer refuge.  They
decided that at that time England seemed to offer the nost safety, being
seprated from mainland Europe it had for centuries provided a sanctuary for
those fleeing fromthe East. In order to obtain pernmission to |eave Fritz
Kanitz had to sign a legal decloration that he would never again return to
Austri a. For the Baroness's part, her father Baron WIhel mvon Guttenburg
had most of his estate confiscated.  Such was the mininumprice of non
conformty and once the sacrifices had been made the couple set off for
England and the Cotswold Bruderhof.

The weddi ngitself was not at the Cotswold Bruderhof but at Holy Cross
church in the village of Ashton Keynes.  The congregation included many

of the villagers and some twenty other Austrian refugees. Unlike the
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bridegroom the Baroness did not speak English, so the vicar, the Rev. RH

WL1 addred her in German and both bride and groommade their vows in
German.  There was a monent of irony when during the ceremony the bride
and her non-Aryan hushand processed down the aisle to the "Bridal March’
from Richard Wagner's “Lohengrin'.  Could this have been the one part of
the service which mght have struck a chord with the Arch Persecutor.

The service nust have been particularly poignant for the best man.
He had found himself in a simlar position to the bridegroom he too being
a non-Aryan.  Unfortunately he had married an Aryan and been living in
Austria at the time of the Anschluss.  \hen the Nurenmburg laws came to
bare it nmeant the end of his marriage. Hs wife had not fled with him
to England but in order to retain her i'rédther remunerative post' had
deci ded on divorce. Even then in order for himto obtain permssion to
| eave Austria his exwife had to sign a declaration that he would never
again return to Austria. It is difficult to imagine the enotion of this
occasion with so many unpleasant nemories and unfulfilled hopes and
aspirations exposed to public gaze, albeit a synpathetic public.  The
reception was arranged by the vicar's wife and daughter and took place at
the Vicarage.  This is a house of some character in Church Valk which is
linked to the Norman church by a tree-lined footpath which still today
Wi nds across pasture land and on entering Church Valk crosses over a small
stone bridge over the infant river Thames.  The scene on that Decenber
day as the bridal party made its way to the reception, greeted by many of
the villagers and their fellow refugees, nust have presented a picture in
stark contrast to the scenes which many of the latter had witnessed in
their homelands.  Yet for nost refugees the s@tre of fear seems to be

ever present.
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This was undoubtedly the case here for none of the refugees was mentioned

by name in the wedding report, not even the best man. The bridegroom s
occupation is listed as “clerk' a strange title for a university man whose
father had been agricultural adviser to the Austrian Chanber of Agriculture.
Ohers amongst the guests were, ‘a nedical man, a medical student, a doctor

of laws, a commercial artist, several Vienna University undergraduates and
other professional men or men preparing for professional careers'.  Their
anR4lrtfty was probably preserved to prevent victimsation of relatives and
associ ates back in their honelands, although it was too late to help one of
the men whose parents were already in concentration canps.  The feelings of
these Nazi victins resonate fromthe last paragraph of the wedding report.

‘In the speeches . in German . the speakers said they were overwhel ned by

the goodness of the English people, declaring that never had they experienced
such mercy and kindness in their own country'.  They had obviiily not been
too offended by the recent decl%ations of M. Wlson. This point is
further highlighted by events at the end of the day, for the report notes
that since the wedding the bride and groom had been guests of the sane M.
Wlson at Fairhaven farm QCaksey |  The couple did not return to the Bruderhof
but the commnity had obviously provided themwth another haven on their

journey as it was to do for so many.
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Chapter 7

Prior to the Minich Crisis plans had been drawn up by Sir John
Anderson's ARP. Comittee for the evacuation of certain civilians from
mejor cities. Although the need seemed to recede with the appearance of
M. Chanberlain's piece of paper, the plans remained in place and the
local WI.s travelled their districts asking for volunteers who would give
acconbciatjon to nothers and children.  There were those who of course viewed
the prospect of a further influx of, as one put it "aliens and sem-aliens',
with some msgivings.  These included a nunber of Girencester's |ocal
worthies, mainly fromthe rural area. e put forward the suggestion, which
was backed by others, that special canps should be constructed for the
evacuees.  This led to a rather scathing report on "Cirencester Snobs' in
one of the National Daily papers. It was in the defence of these so called
snobs that once more M. Wlson set pen to paper in January 1939. At the
same time however he took the opportunity of having another go at the
Bruder hof . He suggested that as pacifists in tinme of war they would be a
hind, tance and a burdn. They would have to be put under guard in canps.
Their building could then be used for a large children's centre. So rmuch
for the proximty of airfields now!

As feelings localy began to polarize on the subject of evacuees and
refugees M. WIson continued his opposition to the Bruderhof and its
supporters.  On the 18th. of February he attacked two leading local pacifists
M. Rimes and M. Hayward, saying that the standards of the Bruderhof did not
find acceptance with the average Englishman. If war broke out he said

that the Rimes-H ard-Bruderhof axis would put up a poor show against the
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Rome-Berlin axis. ~ Once again he ended by criticising pacifist aliens

hi di ng behind the forces of the host country.  This attack appeared in the
press only four days after a meeting had been held in Caksey village hail.
The meeting, to which the public were invited, had been called to allow
representatives of the Cotswold Bruderhof to try to allay the fears of the
local people following the Bruderhofs purchase of Caksey Manor and Park
farm  The hall was crowded with menbers of the public so that eventually
there was standing roomonly.  The meeting was chaired by Arnold Mason of
the Bruderhof with his colleague Bruce Sunmer as the mmin speaker.  The
meeting opened with M. Sumer giving a brief history of the community and
explaining their basic philosophy.  He once again enphasised the fact that
they had Home Office and now Mnistry of Agriculture backing.  There was
no question of them being a financial liability in fact they were an asset
to the local econonmy, with over three thousand visitors to date there nust
have been a considerable spin off for local business. He pointed out that
their purpose in purchasing Oaksey Park farmwas to allow for an increase in
the nUmber of English nmenbers.  The existing workers would be allowed to
stay on until they could find alternative work. He told how the Bruderhof
now numbered two hundred and thirty in all, including eighty married couples.
There were seventy British subjects and sixty aliens.  They were all law
abiding and loyal to the King and government.  This initial talk was followed
with a question and answer session

It is hardly surprising that M. WIsonwas the first off the mark
with a question.  Before he asked his question however he pointed out that
in the matters under discussion the Bruderhof's religious beliefs were
besi de the point. He questioned their right to call thenselves refugees

since they had been outlawed for refusing to obey the regulations,'of the
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one who is set in authority over Germany who, he imagined, suspected them of

being nore or less comunistic'. M. Mason in reply said how they could not
include Nazi teaching in their school and also eve4hing that had been said
that evening made it obvious that they had no communist or other political
connections.  Following a new line M. WIson then asked how they could
justify taking the bread out of the mouths of Englishmen. M. Mason again
replied that he thought that they had tried to prove that the Bruderhof was
not a liability but an asset. A lady in the audience, Ms. Codwin, then
asked what their attitude was to dumb animals and whether they woul d object
to a visit fromthe RS.P.CA M. Geenslade of Cloatly farm in nearby
Hankerton asked why they bought property away from the highway. It was
pointed out to himthat Ashton Keynes Bruderhof was right by the main road.
Anot her menber of the audience asked what they would do if attacked by the
enemy =~ M. Mson answered that they would not take life.  This gave M.
Wlson chance to ask what would happen to the Bruderhof if war broke out?
M. Mson had to admt that they had no idea but would very much like to know.
It is hard to know whether the meeting calned the fears of the villagers
in general or whether the critics werein the majority. It certainly did
not silence the latter, for next week in the “Standard M. Geenslade
continued to press home his point about why the Bruderhof did not buy farns
near the nmain road, this despite the previuos answer that he had been given.
It seems that he was inferring that there might be spies in the Bruderhof.
He remnded his readers how during the Geat War "\ were swarmed with spies'.
He also pointed out that the attire of the menbers of “this nysterious
comuni ty' was grotesque. He then went on to relate how several of them who
were unable to speak English had got lost and arrived at a farm in nearby

Mnety between seven and eight o' clock in the norning. He asked his readers
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to imagine what would happen if a woman in ‘a certain condition' opened her

door to be confronted with such a spectacle.  The result he assured theni
woul d be serious. At the neeting he had told M. Mson that it was the custom
to pit bells on sheep which strayed. M, Mson had said that he would dc so in
future. M. Geenslade then pointed out that at the meeting he had said
that if he caught them straying they would be dealt with summarily. He
had no room for or synpathy with people who would not fight to protect the
country which foolishly gave them shelter. Anot her Qaksey " pari shioner’
in the same issue of the paper reported that the vast mgjority of the
i nhabitants had petitioned against the Bruderhof settlenent. He or she also
conpl ained that although the rector of Caksey had been present, it had been
the rector of Kenble who had given the hearty vote of thanks. Per haps he
m ght have volunteered for themto set up a colony in his parish
statenents
Following this series of anti-Bruderhof statementsof support were
forthcomng fromothers such as M. Goodie. He conplained that M. Geenslade'
attack was incoherent. It was not a crime to grow a beard or to ask the way
and since the district was used to the sight of these people, the hypothetica
wonan woul d be unmoved except with a desire to help. He regretted that it
was no |onger the customto put masks on chatterboxes.  Also on the point
of the Bruderhof's possible spying activities, he said that spies remained
i nconspi cuous, this could hardly be the case with nembers of the community.
As for M. Geenslade's point about spies in the last war, he in turn
pointed out that the spies were quickly rounded up but unfortunately the spy
catchers were notand got in the way of the security forces
Despite the critics and the threatening war clouds which hung over

Europe, both the Bruderhof communities worked on inmproving their |and

bui ding up their resources, expanding the craft and market garden facilities
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and providing a hone for the refugees fromthe continent and the deprived
and disillusioned of this country. Al the time requests were being nade
for themto give sanctuary to victins of Nazism It was a great struggle
to remain solvent and this was an inportant condition of the renewal of their

Home Office permt.
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Chapter 8

Back in 1938 Eberhard Arnold jnr., appealing for funds, enphasised
the problem of receiving and dealing with appeals for help fromall directions
These included a man returning from the Spanish civil war who could not find
enpl oyment and two poor Indian pedlars who wanted their five year old child
to be educated so that, “he should learn to love his fellow men' and two
cases of epilepsy whose relations thought that they would benefit from life
in a comunity such as the Bruderhof.  \hile they would help these kinds
of cases, Eberhard pointed out that vast numbers needing help was an
i ndi ctment of nodern organised religion. Aso those asking for help for
others were often in a better financial position to help than the Bruderhof.

In the same 1938 News Letter appeared a number of letters which had
been received at the Bruderhof which illustrate some of the problems which
presented thensel ves. They had often been witten in sheer desperation,
as was the following extract froma nusician : il turn to you in the very
greatest need. | am a conposer, | was thirty years a choirmaster, the
director of an orchestra and a teacher of the theory and history of nusic.
M wife was a certificated teacher, and understands all about housework
¢ have a daughter of eleven.  \When Htler came, | had to give up ny
livelihood. | have witten in vain to nine countries for help.  Then |
realised that perhaps ny famly and | could be saved, so | turned to you.
Pl ease accept ne Allow us to live with you, or ny days are nunbered
Pl ease help us. | beg you,wringing ny hands

A second letter came from Vienna : "I have an aunt and uncle in Vienna.
M aunt is about fifty-eight years old, and ny uncle is not yet fifty.
They have no noney, but they want work. M uncle is healthy, and enjoys

wor k. M aunt has a defect - she is deaf - but looks well, and for years
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has done all the housework herself. — Many years ago she published a lot.

Both are people who have been interested mainly in literature, nusic and
other cultural pursuits. During the war he was all the tinme at the front
and in the neantime she, as the result of malnutrition, could not nurse her
baby.  Cows mlk was not to be got, so the child literally died of hunger.
They have suffered unspeakably through poverty, and now do not know where
to go, and in a few days they will have no roof over their heads. As
neither were ever Jews in faith, but have only a noral and ethical belief
in Cod, there should be no difficulty in this direction. Quite other,
however is the matter of permission to cone to England. How can one get
pernmission? Do you also accept people without money ? Of course |
cannot nake any arrangements with ny relatives, for | can neither wite
anything concerning actual conditions, nor, for reasons known to you,
can | wite saying | amcorresponding with you.  Just yesterday | heard
over the wireless that all Czecks and Jews nust |eave Vienna within a short
time, but where are they to go ? The whole of South America is closed to
them North America has already exceeded the contingent and everywhere
a prohibitively high security is demanded.

| have also in Vienna an aunt of sixty-three who told ne herself that
she woul dwork, work and work and not be a burden to anyone, if only she
mght live in quiet.  Can you possibly do anything for her ?  Perhaps she
could contribute something, if only a small sum As is always the case,
the poor are much harder hit than the rich. If itt all possible, do
help. Do save the lives of three people, who otherwise are |ost.
Perhaps the time will soon come when Jesus Christ will walk again on earth.
There was never nmore need for himthan now. Perhaps the countless prayers

for help and salvation will bring himto this. [f it is at all possible
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pl ease answer soon. It is for me as inportant as a verdict for life or
death, for three lives are dependant on your answer

These are but two of the appeals to the Bruderhof which literally did
involve a matter of life and death.  They received many nore from those
attenpting to escape fromwhat seemed the inevitable conflict rapidly
devel oping on the continent. By the end of March 1939, the CGermans had
annexed Bohema, Mravia and Memel and entered Prague, while Fci sm had
gained ground in Spain with the fall of Mdrid on the 28th.  To say
nothing of Mussolini's antics in Italy. In the light of all this Britain
entered into its fateful agreenent with Poland on the 31st. of March.
Wi le such threats of war were a concern and worry to nost people in
Britain there was sonething of an air of unreality aboutit and a desperate

hope that it mght never happen
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Chapt, r

The majority of the members of the Bruderhof were under no illusions
regarding Htler's threat to peace.  They had had direct experience of
the Nazi nenace, particularly those of Jewish origin who had already W tnessed
the brutality of "Chrystal Nacht' and the beginnings of the concentration
canps. Many others had found it necessary to flee their honelands |eaving
all but a few possessions behind.  Yet despite all their privations at no
time do their witings or public statements speak of revenge or go bhack on
their pacifist convictions.  This of course created an inpression which
their critics interpreted as cowardice.  However with the benefit of

hi odsi ght we can see that they were anongst those who woul d have suffered
most had Hitler achieved a successful invasion.

By Septenber 1939 it was another invasion which turned history inevitably
towards war. In fact secret German documents relating to a meeting held
in the study at the Chancellery in Berlin on may 24th 1939 show how Hitler
al ready knew that war was inevitable: "There is no question of sparing
Poland and we are left with the decision : to attack Poland at the first
suitable opportunity. e cannot expect a repitition of the Czeck affair.
There will be war.  Qur task is to isolate Poland.  Success in isolating
her will be decisive'. Hs confidence in the fact that it would not be
another Czeck affair stemed from Britain's treaty with Poland.  This
treaty cane into play on the 1st of September 1939 when CGermany invaded
Poland. ~ Wth Htler's refusal to back down, time ran out for everyone
and M. Chanberlain had to announce to the nation on the morning of Sunday

the 3rd of Septenber that Britain was at war with Germany.
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For the nenbers of the Cotswold Bruderhof and its Caksey offshoot this

was a particularly tense time. By the time of the outbreak of the war their
nunbers had increased to over three hundred, meking them a significant
presence in the neighbourhood.  Their population even rivalled that of
some of the surrounding villages.  They were by now self supporting which
gave them security as far as their Home Office permit was concerned and
despite the political situation and a few persistent critics, their neighbours
were generally friendly towards them  There was nuch coming and going of
visitors both local and fromfarther afield.  Septenber the 3rd however
al most brought a di sastrous visitation.
A Quaker friend intent on visiting the Ashton Keynes coninunity stopped
inthe village itself for a snack in one of the pubs. Here he overheard
a group of people, who were the worse for drink, plotting to go up to the
Cot swol d Bruderhof to burn it down.  He inmediately went to the police to
tell themof what he had heard and then went on to the Bruderhof to warn the
menbers.  \Wen night came some of the nenbers of the Bruderhof went down the
drive to the main gates to head off the gang in order to persuade them not
to attack.  However when they got to the gates they found the police already
there remonstrating with the gang and eventual |y they persuaded themto
return to their homes. A potentially dangerous situation had been defused
This ugly incident was the only one in the early nonths of the war, the
mejority of the people in the surrounding area still seemto have considered
that their argument was with the Nazis rather than the whole German nation.
This attitude persisted throughout the early months of the war which,
because of its lack of activity as far as Britain was concerned, was
christened the phoney war or "Sitz Krieg'. During this time menbers of

the Ashton Keynes and Caksey communities were out and about travelling the
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length and breadth of the country.  Their travels included a |arge nunber

of own and cities .- Grencester, Stroud, Swindon, Cheltenham @ oucester,
Bristol, Bath, London, Birmingham Oxford, Barnett, Kettering, Hgh Wconbe,
Mai denhead, Bournernouth, Brighton, Canbridge, Ipswich and East Anglia.,

Lei cester, Wl verhanpton, Rochdale, Manchester, Preston, Lancaster, Morecanbe
and Kendal.  These visits invariably included public meetings and the nain
speakers on these occasions included Stanley Fletcher, Bruce Sumer, Eberhard
j - , Johanne, Henrich a nd-}dard+ Arnol d. G hers including Arnold Mson
Herman Arnold and Jan os made many private calls to speak to groups and
individuals.  Fromthis it can be seen that there were no restrictions
placed on where they could travel other than those places restricted even

to British citizens.  This applied even to those of the Bruderhof who were
of German origin.

The early nn?hs of the war were also marked in the communities by the
brinng in to production of yet nore |and. By the end of 1939 eight hundred
and twenty acres were productive. Increase in grain production gave enough
surplus for bread to be produced beyond that required by the communities.

This enabled themto start a bread round in Swindon.  The increased vegetable
and poultry production also gave surpluses which were sold in the surrounding

villages and towns.  Their efficiently run Tuberculin Tested nilking herd

provided surplus milk for two mlk rounds, one in Swindon the other in Woughtoio

In order to allay any public disquiet at this tine, Eberhard Arnold j nr.
wote once nore to "The Wlts.and Gos. Standard'. He said that'he w shed
to express the love and gratitude of the comunity towards the British nation
and Government.  The latter had shown much greater tolerance than Htler.
In reconpene and to show loyalty and the inportance of agriculture, they

had put a further one hundred acres under the plough at Ashton Keynes and
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Caksey since Autumm the previous year.  They were now keeping one hundred
cows and fifty young stock on each farm  The garden produce was in great
demand especial [y in and around centres such as Bristol and Bath where a
great number of evacuee mothers and children were requiring food. He said
that they were anxious to help the latter and also they volunteered to help
local farmers.  Once again he repeated that they totally disapproved of the
o-the ways of the Nazi regime which had deprived themof their homes and
property and reiterated that on the basis of Christian teaching they owed
allegiance to the Government of Britain to whose people and institutions they
felt deeply attached and indebted.  Another refugee witing to the paper
that week was Fritz Kanitz, whose wedding had made such an inpression on the
village of Ashton Keynes the year before. By this time he was living at
North End farmand in his letter he pointed out that not all refugees were
pacifists like the Bruderhof.  Many like himself had volunteered to fight in
the British forces. In defence of the Bruderhof however he pointed out that
he had only once heard the criticismthat the English were fighting while
refugees enjoyed safe areas. He too was very grateful to England for the
ki ndness and generosity_shown to him

Nei ther the hostilities which were occurring in Europe nor the travel
restrictions inposed on the borders of nost of the other countries on the
rest of the continent, ended the flow of refugees to Britain.  On the
contrary more and nmore groups and individuals were finding thenselves at
odds with the Nazis and thus in need of a safe refuge. By the beginning
of March 1940 the population of the conbined Bruderhofs was three hundred
and eighteen including one hundred and fifty three fully comitted menbers
who had passed through a noviciate or testing time of fromsix to eighteen

months.  Their main worry in fact was not how many they could cope with
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for they believed that God had provided for themthus far and would continue
to do o, nor were they worried about what night happen to thempersonally.
Vhat was uppermost in their mnds was the fact that events were moving too
fast, and to quote froman article in the Spring edition of “The Plough' 1940
"How few they were in face of the great need of the world;, and how few

conpared with the greatness of the task!"
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Chapter 10

The men who were subject to National Service, the upper age linmt of
whi ch had been raised fromtwenty seven to forty-one years in the previous
Septenber, found themselves with particularly difficult decisions to make
The full nenbers of course chose to register as conscientious objectors and
many others in synmpathy with the Bruderhof's principles found their consciences
leading them in a simlar direction.  The German nenbers of course had an
even nore difficult task in that they had to prove their “friendliness towards
Britain when placed before the Tribunal for “eneny aliens'. It is a mark
of their esteemin the eyes of the authorities and the genuineness of their
claimto be victinms of Nazism that all of the so called “eneny aliens'.. 2
were given full exenption fromall restrictions inposed on Germans and
Austrians at the outbreak of the war.

The Spring edition of “The Plough' enphasised that their objection to
war was based on the bhelief that it was no solution to the problems of the tine,
only love was paramount.  This even transcended the law of the state where
it conflicted with the love of God and their fellow nen.  This could not

ju3't have been the nost popular of philosophies in some quarters at the tine

¢’ when jingoismand patriotismwere in the ascendency.  However, as with the
eneny aliens, those British subjects who were eligible for National Service
but chose to beconme consciencious objectors also convinced the tribunals of
their sincerity and were given unconditional exenptions.  Perhaps the

exanple cited in "The WIts, and Gos. Standard" of June the 8th 1940 will
il1lustrate a typical case.  The piece is entitled "The Bruderhof and Mlitary
Service'. - The story of a young law student who became a solicitor then

threw up his profession to become a nember of the Bruderhof was told |ast
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1

Wednesday in Bristol when Edward Quy Johnson, bearded and in the rough spun
apparel of the Cotswold Society appeared before the South Vest Tribunal and
asked for absolute exenption fromall forms of military and national service
Johnson's statement read .- | have held the absolute pacifist position since
Novenber 1934, in which nonth | wote to the War Ofice to the effect that
the Certificate "A which | gained as a boy in the school Oficer Training
Corp should be cancelled, as in the event of a future war | could not offer
nyself for mlitary service. M pacifist conviction at the time was limted
to the sinple rejection of war and | became a nenber of various peace
organisations such as the Fellowship of Reconciiation, the League of National
jnd-cn and the Peace Pledge Union.  But all these had little connection with
my daily life as a law student and later as a solicitor. In the last three
years however this pacifist conviction has deepened so that now | know that

| amcalled as a follower of Jesus Christ to seek to express the love which
he brings in helping to build up a life, where not only war but social
injustice and greed are entirely overcome in a brotherly way of life, with

a conmon working together in peace and unity as friends of this love of Christ.
In 1938 accordingly | decided to join the Brotherhood of the Cotswold
Bruderhof giving up my work as a solicitor. | honour the state for |
recognise law to be a necessity for men who refuse to live in the Spirit of
Love, and | recognise too that the State depends on the law, and the law
depends upon the sanction of force. But the way of Christ is altogether
different fromthe way of the State.  Hs call to all nen at all tines

and his call to m&now, is to go Hs way of absolute love and brotherhood in
all circumstances and at whatever cost. M request to the Tribunal therefore
is that | be granted unconditional exenption within the neaning of the actY

Anot her nenber of the Brotherhood from the Bruderhof bore testinony
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to the applicant's sincerity.  Judge Wethered said that the Tribunal had
investigated the Bruderhof applications before and Johnson woul d be retained
on the Conscientious Qbjectors Register without condition

The Government and the various tribunals mght well have |ooked
favourably on the priciples espoused by the menbers of the Bruderhof but not
all were equally at home with them By April 1940 they found thensel ves at
odds once nmore with some of the local farmers and traders who accused them
of unfair trading. It was said that as they paid no wages and were not
affected by mlitary call-up this had given them an unfair advantage in the
purchase of two mlk rounds in Swindon area. Sone of the local mlk vendors
made it known that they were going to raise the matter in Parlianent. The
Bruderhof defended their position by saying that their mlk rounds were
selected froma nunber which had been available to anyone and in fact sone
were still available |  They continued to press hone the point that the
Home Office and Local Authorities were aware of the nature and character of
their work. In fact they were being urged by the local War Agricultura
Executive Committee to maximse food production in common with local farnmers.
This they were deternmined to do. As far as wages were concerned, each
recei ved according to his need and contributed by his labour.  An open door

was kept for the poor and needy, especially destitute children.
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Chapter 11

Their open door policy almost backfired on them for it allowed one
man who had come to the comunity in the Summer of 1939 with his famly and
then fallen out with them to publish an attack in the press.  Had this
attack not been refuted by independant observers it might have done untold
damage to the BruderhoVs local standing.  The main charge he brought against
themwas one of hypocricj.  The land they so “generously' farnmed for the
nation yielded £2 per acre government subsidy, froma government they woul d
not fight for.  They called themselves Christian but derided all other
Christian denominations.  They referred to the English working class as
Bourgeoi sy.  They constantly derided capitalismyet borrowed thousands with
interest to pay on the loan.  They would also refuse any transaction which
did not yield a profit. Peopl e gave themthings like furniture which they
woul d sell for not less than market value.  They sold their craft products
to visitors and still asked for noney to support the cause. O their three
hundred or so menbers thirty were Zionist youths for whom the Zionist novenent
paid ten shillings a week for each individual.  These youngsters, he said,
worked el even hours a day and struggled to obtain the elemdntary anenities
of life. ~ Ten shillings a week had to be guaranteed from some source before
destitute children would be taken in.

Quests visiting the place had to pay for their own keep and work all day
every day of the week and nmost Sundays without any return.  The inner circle
mainly consisting of Germans were the only ones priviliged to visit adjacent
towns where they spent noney on thenselves, on good food at the best cafes,

good cigarettes and tobacco and beer at the Bear Inn Girencester and other
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t averns.
The downtrodden, overworked, undernourished brothers and sisters,

especi al |y woul d-be novices and guests work - work - worked under the
eye of a Gestapo which spied on their every novenment.

The bedrooms would only lock fromthe inside so that on leaving your
room the door remained unlocked. Puni shnent was neted out by the inner
circle.  This punishnent could include solitary confinenent. He cited the
case of an artist who, with his wife, decided to leave the comunity after
three weeks.  He asked for his art materials and bedroom articles to be
returned but this request was denied.  The final criticismwas that at |east
half a dozen of the German menbers had been nembers of the Htler Youth.

From later evidence it would seemthat it was no coincidence that in
the same edition of "The Standard" there was the following letter from
M. Wlson ..

Dear Sir,

Readers of your paper may recall the fact that some eighteen nonths
ago | wote several letters calling the publics attention to the many
potential dangers involved in the unrestricted presence of aliens in England,
dangers greatly enhanced by the establishment of comunity settlenents and
their growth in the district

| should like to restate here my personal attitude to all genuine
refugees fromtyranny and oppression in other countries. | have the deepest
synpathy for all who are genuine and | claimto have given practical proof
of nmy sincerity in this respect. | am not animted by any personal feelings
agai nst those of other nationalities or creeds or forms of belief which may
differ fromny own;at the same tinme | am an Englishman and the safety and

general welfare of ny country is a matter very dear to ne.

57



Since ny letters to your newspaper, war has broken out and it has been

niore than ever clearly demonshaled how irnporan 1l is o be vigilant nd
mounting a close and watchful guard against every insidious eneny working
within the home canp. | will give one instance that will suffice . Norway,
betrayed fromwithin, her: gates thrown open by a brutal eneny. It is of
course a fact that there are many genuine aliens in this country, but it is
al so an undoubted fact that there are many unprincipled scoundrels working
for the overthrow of the Enpire under the guise of being harmess refugees
fromforiegn tyranny.  These are the well known German "Fifth Legion" which
includes in its ranks, English traitors.  This "colum" constitutes a
dangerous nmenace fromwthin, the eneny established in the hone front and
capabl e of doing an infinite amount of damage. They are lurking everywhere
in factories and shipyards and work generally on the edges of aerodrones,
in business and in private life and why not in community centres, which lay
such stress upon their love and peacefulness ?  \hen | wote ny forner letter
| referred chiefly to the Bruderhof and | had two points especially in nind

A The danger inherent in such a comunity of being a likely centre
for the establishment of German espionage, possible even without the
knowl edge of its existence by the community itself

2  The obvious disadvantage to our English countryside caused by
the establishment of an utterly foreign comunity in naturally ever increasing
nunbers what would be the outcone in the future ?

A crowd of foreigners fleeing fromthe oppression of their own countries
and seeking refue beneath the brave old flag of England, yet who refuse to
share the danger of her sons who keep the old flag flying while the gentle

alien sows and mows and reaps the fields of English farmers in full security
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with all the latest machinery that nmoney can buy = despite the " Evening

Standard' with its charming but delusive picture of the sJrnpJe peasanl
pl oughing with his oxen.'

Ei ghteen nonths ago | nmade the strongest representations to all
Headquarters in authority - to the Home Office tO MP.s and even direct to
the War Office and Secretary of State but with no result beyond the usua
official - "A kindly attention will be paid to the matter, it will receive
full consideration." In plain English this means "You are talking drivel
W are the country's Quardians, we know our business without the aid of
your well neant interference."”

Now the war is on - the country is awake to what may constitute a grave
danger to its well being - are the authorities yet fully awake to what may
constitute a grave danger to its well being . are the authorities yet fully
awake or do "onlookers" seek to lull our people into a false sense of
security? | doubt if the authorities are yet awake, they have been whipped
up a hit by the force of public opinion and the alarm aroused in many mnds
but scourges, and not whips will be required in order to make themtake the
fullest precautions.

e question | would like to ask : \here does the nmoney cone from
which enables a foreign community to flourish and extend in a few short years?
If it is due to the generosity of English donors then | say that it might
better and nmore justly be bestowed. If it comes from foreign sources
does there not lurk some sinister purpose behind the gifts? | am
confident that any English farmer would agree that it is never made off the
| and. You cannot support three hundred and twenty grown up people and
children off a couple of farms with all the expenses involved in the

installation of up to date machinery, electric lighting and all the other
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latest inprovenents for agricultural purposes.  Cars, breaks of various ki nds,

buses and driving horses areexpensive items to maintain, nore so now than
ever, for one thing a very considerable supply of petrol is required and seens
to be available in the case of a foreign comunity! Many an honest English
farrner,who has toiled hard to make ends neet, and has been driven into

closing down or into bankruptcy court, would have been more grateful for a
smal| share of that assistance nmeted out to a foreign community on English
soi l.

Qur brave nen at the front, on the sea and in the air keep constant
watch against a common foe.  They too hate war and strife, but they seek to
defend the right, while the gentle pacifist tills the land beneath their
care these men stand on guard at the gates of Enpire.  Shall not we men and
wonen on the home front, who cannot share in their imediate and constant
peril, see to it that we keep our vigil too on their behalf and ours,
remenmbering that "they also serve who only stand and wait."  Such waiting
i mplies watchful ness and readiness to act as the occasion may require

Fai rhaven Qaksey WB. WIson

He ends his letter with a P.S. quoting from aletter witten by the
MP. Ben Tillet to the "Daily Telegraph' the previous nonth which amounted
to .- "Put all traitors out of action, be they Faist, Communist or others
in whatever position in life they are."
It would seemthat with the fall of Norway, signalled by the escape of
King Haakon Vii, the war was brought close enough to England for spy scares
to get out of hand.  \hat evidence there was that they were |urking everywher
Is not clear. Perhaps those who were “standing and waiting' were getting
a little inpatient. It is quite clear fromthe correspondent who had been

a guest at the Bruderhof, that he had been a spy in their mdst! He openly
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admtted that he had made notes on various conversations and was col | ecting

evidence for an “authoritative book' on the subject. This book,as far as |
am aware, never reached a publisher. Ilhat did materialise however were
counter attacks in defence of the Bruderhof. A couple who had been staying
at the Ashton Keynes community for nine weeks and had visited there on numerous
occasions, pointed out that no charges were made but of course donations to
hel p keep the doors open to all were gladly accepted.  They cite the Gestapo
idea as fantastic, noting that the people are driven by their convictions not
threats.  They report that the Zionists were quite happy finding the work
easier than other farms on which they had worked and it was undertaken in a
much better atnmosphere.  This couple, Geoffrey and Phylis Wl hamalso said
that there was conplete freedomto cone and go but as they found such absol ute
brot herhood they had decided to remain

V& do not just have to take the word of M. and Ms. \Wlhamin the
matter of the Zionists.  Wrner Wess wote to the press on behalf of
himsel f and his fellow Zionists. In this letter he set out clearly the
situation concerning their position. He refutes the correspondents allegations
on all counts and explains that in July 1939 they had approached the Bruder hof
to ask if they would accept themfor a period of training as farmers and
artisans.  They actually nunbered twenty and not thirty as previously
published.  They were financed by the Zionist Committee who paid ten shillings
per head by agreenent, which was the comittee's usual practice. However
since January the conmittee had been unable to pay but the Bruderhof had
continued to maintain them  They had been driven out of Germany by Htler
but they had found in the Bruderhof a settlenent prepared to give them a good
training for their proposed work in Palestine in the future.  They, had no

conpl aint against the brothers because they did exactly the same work
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ine critical correspondent was further put in his place by M. Fry of

Latton near Cricklade.  lle defended the Pruderhof as an ouisider and could
not understand how anyone could leave the Bruderhof with such a  warped
judgenent and so full of bitter hatred and venenous malice'. He said that
it was hard to believe that the correspondent had entered the conmunity as a
friend but more as a spy. He pointed out that if the tGCestapo' existed
within the comunity he would not have been able to undertake his spying
activities.  The only activity which mght have vaguely resenbled observation
of the nenbers was the careful observation of novices and others w shing to
enter into a conplete commtment to the Bruderhof way of life.  This was a
perfectly acceptable way of testing such a persons vocation. Cbvi ously
like all institutions it had its inperfections and did without doubt dabble
in capitalism  Wwo didn't ? They may have claimed to be the only true
church but so did the Roman Catholic and Four Square Gospel Churches.
However none of these facts sertusly supported the charge of hypocrisy.
The hypocrisy charge might well have been placed el sewhere since the
correspondent knew that his libels were protected by the fact that the
Bruderhof had a policy of not taking people to court. M. Fry ended his
letter with a rather prophetic message. Putting this severe criticism
along side the more reasonable one fromM. WIson had the appearance of
being part of a canpaign to send the Bruderhof on its travels again. He
asked, "If such a canpaign succeeds in doing what Hitler had already done,
what would Britain have left to fight for ?

The original severe critic then hit back at M. Fry asking why he,
M. Fry, was not a “brother'.  \as it that he was the M. Fry of the Peace
Pledge Union of pacifist fame ?  The witer lets it be known that he had

been an officer in the last war and was not likely to take aid from any
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disinclined to serve their country in the cause of humani ty. One wonders

why h aeeeoted their help in the fir.ct plage when he cnie to thorn in oino
difficulty, with his wife and two children during the previous Summer

He went on to suggest that the Bruderhof menmbers might be interned in one of
their own farms and if they voluntarily allowed their mail to be censored

and their innermost activities to be investigated this would prove to everyone
that they. were no fifth columists.  There seens to be sone tempering of the
tone of his previous accusations, they are still present but put in the form
of questions rather than authoritative statements.  And, he actually said
that he regretted "making it unpleasant for the Zionists'.  The questions

he asked also included some asking why certain nanmed individuals had left the
comunity and a further rather enigmatic one asking,' \hat punishnent was
given to the Russian Prince ? - was it not solitary confinement 2= \ho the
Russian Prince residing at the Bruderhof was and what happened to himis at

the time of witing still a nystery.
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LAND AND BUI LDI NG USE AT THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF ASHTON KEYNES -1940

! Road from Sonmerford Road
to Ashton keynes

2 & 3 Cottages

4 Di ni ng-room

5 Dwel Iing house and
comunal ki tchen

6 Stone barn

7 Byre converted to
dwel I'i ng

8 Stabl e converted to
dwel ['i ng

9 Turning shop

10 Baby house

11 Ki ndergarten

12 & 13 School

14 Rai lway carriages for
dwel I'i ngs

15 Poul try brooding house
and run

16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23

Hospi t al

Shed for making concrete bl ocks
Dutch barn

Stabl e

Gravel pit

Snmithy, carpenter's shop

and cart shed

Laundry, sewing, spiré4ng and
weaving roonms and small power
station

Printing, bookbinding and
publ i shing house and office



Chapter 12

Despite the rising tide of anti-feeling, the comunity continued to
maintain its position as a haven for the honel ess refugees, the destitute
and those opposed to mlitary service. [t is true that at the outbreak of
the war they had had to register their foreign nationals and all the German,
Swiss, Austrian and Swedish were classified as neutral aliens.  They had to have
police permssion to travel outside a five mle radius of the comunities
but these permits were usually easily obtained. Al along the British
authorities were behind them  The coalition government was friendly towards
them defending them in Parliament against accusations with a recomendation
that they should be left in peace. Even with this official approval they
still managed to suffer from beaurocratic problens. At this tine when
everyone was being registered, rationed and classified, one of the English
‘sisters' married a German “brother'.  Accordingly she automatically
became an “eneny alien' and was interned in a canp on the Isle of M for
six weeks.  After this she was reclassified as a tneutral alien' and allowed
to return to her hushand at Ashton Keynes.  For the Bruderhof's part it has
to be said that they showed no hostility towards their critics and refrained
fromany formof recrimnation.

An examination of the sketch map fig. A shows clearly how far the
Cot swol d Bruderhof had devel oped at Ashton Keynes by 1940. Fromthe initial
farm gardens and a few habitable buildings they now had sufficient living
acconodation for over two hundred, nen wonen anichildren.  This included, it
must be said, some converted railway carriages. A large acreage of land
had gone under the plough or was being used by the cattle, sheep, pigs and

poultry for pasture and neadow land.  The gardens were now enlarged to
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include orchards which helped to service the bee garden.  The bui | ding was

achieved wth he aid of he avel it aMor,ete block wok.  Th
wood turning shop and the sewing, spinning and weaving rooms had their
comrercial spin offs as did the carpenter's shop and the smthy helped to
keep all the machinery working efficiently.  The printing, bookbinding and
publishing house was an inportant outlet, responsible for many vol unes of
religious and historical works and the periodical volumes of "The Plough'
etc.  The hospital and baby-house were very inportant welfare facilities
and perhaps their greatest triunph was the Kindergarten and school. It is
remarkabl e how all these facilities had developed in less than four years.
The school however symbolised their hope for the future. For although they
dressed in what might be described as ol d fashioned ways and studied ancient
witings, there was nothing old fashioned in their thinking.  They were
constantly looking to the future, a future, they believed, planned by the
Al m ghty.

Hi story however can be inpatient and events in Europe could not wait for
the Bruderhof's ultimate plans to come to fruition.  During the late
afternoon of Friday the 31st of My, the roads around Cirencester were
filled with an assortment of lorries heading fromthe South. A vast convoy
was bringing thousands of men of the British Infantry Brigade commanded by
Brigadier Brian Horrocks to a large tented canmp in Cirencester Park and other
billets around the area.  These were the nen of the British Expeditionary
Force who had witnessed the horror and tragedy of the Dunkirk disaster
Eye witness reports describe how quiet and sober many of the passengers in
this convoy were, many who had lost everything including their uniforms were
clad only in towels or blankets.  \hat brought the tragedy even closer to

hone was the fact that many local families had nenfol k who had been involved
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in tne evacuation and the rearguard, some were injured, some mssing and

others known to have been killed.  South Cerney aerodrone was imediately
put on an invasion alert. The famlies of the trainee pilots were noved out
to make way for some of the victins of Dunkirk. At the sane time nechanica
diggers were put to work churning up the surrounding fields to prevent the
landing of German J.U 52 gliders

As one of the ol der aerodrones in Britain, South Cerney was obviously
known to the Germans. In fact captured German maps issued to air crew
showed clearly the radio transmitter at the station and also the telephone
lines fromBristol to Grencester.  Had "QCperation Sea Lion', Htler's
invasion plan taken place, South Cerney and Kenble together with the other
local airfields would have been vital facilities to capture in the drive to
forma front from G oucester to Oxford in order to isolate and overrun the
South East of England, including of course London.  As previously mentioned
the Cotswol d Bruderhof at Ashton Keynes was known to the Nazis even before
the war started.  Their position would have been particularly precarious

It was Dunkirk and the threat of invasion immediately afterwards which
led to the fulfilment of M. Fry's prophecy. Britain at that time was
virtually defencel ess save for the unarnmed remant of the B.EF. and
the L.D.V., later renaned the Home Guared on the land, the overstretched
RAF trying to protect convoys, radar stations and airfields, and the
Navy spent an ever increasing arnout of time and resources trying to protect
food and other vital supplies. Fromthis time on the nembers of the Bruderhof
felt nmore and noie isolated.  Hans Meier witing after the events tells how
they experienced the mass psychosis of fear and mistrust of foreigners which
later the Japanese Anericans were to experience after Pearl Harhbour

Nei ghbours who had been friendly before turned their backs and closed their
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doors to them

What agriVated the situation further was the fact that a large nunber of
the English menbers were now present at the |3ruderhof all followng the
pacif Ist line.  \What had been a matter of philosophy had now beconme a matter
of reality. I nvasion was not a possibility, it was a probability.  This
led to the charges of treachery against those who refused to stand and fight.
As a result of this aninosity, by July they were prevented from selling their
mlk and poultry or the produce of their gardens and bakery. A group led by
Arnold Mason went to neet M. MW Wkefield, MP. for Swindon to try to
gain his support but he accused them of doing nothing but hide behind "our
soldiers, sailors and airmen and try to pinch the business interests of the
men called to the colours'.  After further discussion, M. Wkefield said
that he had no synpathy with them and would fight to prevent them taking
fighting men's business.

Back at the two communities they were now subject not only to police
searches but also Home Guard inspection.  These inspections by the Hone
Cuard often exceeded their brief and could in retrospect be construed as
ha??asnent, although at the time this was more likely down to overzeal ous
"Dad's Army' tactics.  The latter might also be the only way of explaining
a nasty incident one night when two brothers were making their way between
the Oaksey and Ashton Keynes communities.  They were ambushed by the Home
Quard and only escaped by hiding beneath a hay stack. One local |andowner
and Home CGuard menber had a real fright when visiting the Cotswold Bruderhof
with a colleague to allay local fears.  The visit went well but as they were
returning hone in the dark, they suddenly heard running footsteps and turned
pistols at the ready. A voice with a heavy German accent hailed them and a

figure with a torch approached. "WIl you please sign our guestfr'book -
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tne i-igure said.  we uon't nave many visitors nowadays!"

The zeal ous and sonetines overzeal ous |ocal police and wardens were ever
on the look out for offending lights in the black out. It appears that the
police around Girencester had an unofficial conpetition to see who coul d
catch people of the highest social standing showing a light.  One titled
lady was fined £10 as opposed to the usual £1 plus insulting
the rural policeman in the execution of his duty.  The Bruderhof however were
even fairer game.  (On one occasion a light was accidently shown from one of
their buildings at Ashton Keynes which led to the accusation that they were
signalling to the eneny.  This was not helped by the fact that at that tine
during the Battle of Britain a nunber of German aircraft appeared over the area
attenpting to attack South Cerney and Kenble RAF. stations. In fact although
at no time were there any fatal casualties, damage was done to hoth airfields
and at Kenble a nunber of aircraft were destroyed.  Despite some local il
feeling the charge against the Bruderhof was never followed through, however
it may be no coincidence that they were forced to place large concrete blocks
in their fields ostensibly to prevent the landing of eneny gliders and
parachutists but as one of the nenbers cong%ted afterwards, they also played

havoc with the farmng.
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Chapter 13

In th early hours of Monday thy 16th of ptornbor 1Q40, at th hiiht
ofthe Battle of Britain, the air above Ashton Keynes was disturbed by the
rhythmc throb of eneny aircraft.  Suddenly explosions shook the village as
honbs fell on the Eastern side.  One cottage,in Rixon Gate,was conpletely
denol i shedkilling the occupant M. Sam Telling an eighty year old retired
groom A RP. workers and police attenpted to rescue him but he was dead
before they managed to extricate himfromthe ruins. A nunber of nearhy
cottages were also severely damaged : in one a blind pensioner was buried
under the rubble but unlike M. Telling, he was rescued conpletely unharmed.
The events of this night and the aftermath caused great sadness in the village
and not a little anger.  However when M. Telling's funeral took place in
the church on the follow ng Thursday, there anong the floral tributes was one
fromthe Bruderhof.  The friendship of some of the |ocal salthough perhaps
severely strained, seens to have been intact.

The strain however was beginning to tell at higher |evels. Public
pressure and a near hysterical press canpaign was forcing the authorities at
Véstmnster to reconsider the position of aliens.  Mny of the inoffensive
'C class neutral aliens simlar to the Bruderhof had been interned as early
as the 16th of My. During the Summer of 1940 the Government eventual |y
gave way to the pressure of events and tide of public opinion. They
approached the Bruderhof to tell themthat they had their hands full trying
to protect Britain from invasion and were now unable to guarantee their
safety, even against unreasonable attacks fromtheir neighbours.  There
were only two alternatives, the German menbers could be interned or they
could all stay together and emigrate.  The decision was not difficult to

take.  There could be no question of splitting the communities since they
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had already achieved so much and sacrificed so nuch together.  There was no

aftenativ but to rnigrat., but to whr?

The first thought was the U S. A or Canada because of the links which
Eberhard Arnold had forged with the Hutterite Brothers as far back as. 1930.
The task of obtaining immigration papers would have been difficult in normal
times, in time of war it was doublyydifficult. It was decided that if
someone could get to North Anerica the Hutterians could be contacted and with
good fortune the relevant papers night be obtained quickly. Fortune was on
their side for one of the brothers was a former nerchant seaman who still
carried his sailing papers and he nanaged, work his passage on a freighter
bound for Canada.  This gave hima stop over of just two days in Montreal.
To take the journey at this time at all was no mean feat while the U Boat
bl ockade was tightening. To do it for just two days bordered on madness.
During these two days however he was able to contact two of the Hutterians
in Ontario by telephone.  (One of these was David Hofer Vetter who had been
visiting the Rhon Bruderhof on the day when the Gestapo arrived to dissolve
the comunity.

After this initial contact further steps were needed to get an English
fam |y over to Canada on the strength of their being Conmonweal th citizens.

A family was chosen but the permission fromthe Canadian Hgh Comm ssioner

in London was cancelled only hours before they were due to sail because the
father was a conscientious objector.  The next opportunity came again in a
fortuitous way. It involved the Dutchman, G ldernieester, who had previously
tried to help Hatis Meier and his friends to get from Fulda to Holland.

G | dermeester had by this tinme opened an office in Vienna through which he

hel ped persecuted Jews.  The Cotswold Bruderhof had assisted himby taking in

ten or twelve Jewish Children whose parents had been deported by the Gestapo,
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probably to the concentration canps.  The parents of one of these however

had actual |y managed to escape fromthe eestapo and travelled to Vn2ul
They wanted to be reunited with their son but the problemwas, how to get
himsafely to Venezuela.  Overseas travel was especially difficult and the
Jewish Committee in London had ngne vaiiable to acconpany him  The Bruder hof
came to the rescue by offering to take him  This would at the sane time give
them the opportunity of going to New York to neet the Hutterites while they
waited for a ship to take themon the next stage of their journey to Venezuel a.
Their offer was accepted and Hans Meier was once again chosen for the task
along with another menber of the Cotswold Bruderhof.  Their first task was
to obtain visas for entry into the U S A fromthe Anerican Consul in Bristol.
The Consul decided to give thema ninety day visa to cover any delays caused
by the shipping problens in the North Atlantic. Having filled in the
necessary forms their venture alnost foundered on their religious convictions.
The Consul asked them both to swear on the Bible.  They of course quoted
their verses from Matthew chapter five and declined the offer to swear an
oath.  This rather set the Consul aback, forcing himto telephone his London
Enbassy for advi ce. H's superiors however advised himthat it was sufficient
for themto affirmwith the signing of the questionnaire.  Thus with all their
papers in order they set off forNew York aboard the “Sythia = on August the
Ist, putting their trust in God and not knowi ng whether they would ever see
their famlies and friends again.

The journey from Liverpool to New York took twelve days, with the ship
zi g-zagging all over the North Atlantic in order to avoid the U Boats.
They had one false alarmwhen a large grey whale was mstaken for a submarine.
On the journey they had to leave the door of their third class cabin open as

protection against being trapped by a torpedo attack. Their fellow passengers
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were a very cosmopolitan group ranging from PolishJews and a British Guianan

ships crewon their way to take a ship out of New York, to Kerenski the
Russian Menshevist and deposed revol utionary |eader. He of course was
travelling first class

They arrived in New York on the 12th of August but because of the
suspicions of the immgration officer, were not allowed to land until the
Jewi sh Committee of New York had cleared their papers.  This committee thought
that it would be rather irregular for Christians to acconpany the Jew sh boy.
It was therefore decided that he should undertake the rest of his journey to
Venezual a acconpani ed by a Jew sh nurse. Having said farewell to their
charge the two “brothers' were left free to attenpt to persuade the United
States authorities to allow their brethren in England to enigrate to North
Anerica

They tried many ways of contacting the correct authorities, relying on
various old friends and aquaintances.  These included One 0. MIler of the
Merjnite Central Committee who introduced themto the Anmerican Friends Service
Commttee A F.S. C. The latter had better connections at Federal Government
level and were able to offer to contact the State Department and provide
tenporary accornodation at the International Student Home in Washington D.C
In the meantine however their Hutterian colleague Mchel Vetter of the Bon
Hoinme Bruderhof, South Dakota, offered to buy up the old property of a
Bruderhof community which had noved to Canada. In addition he proposed
stocking it for themwth animals and machinery at his own expense. He al so
obtained an affidavit in support of the whDie group from England, signed
and sealed by the State of South Dakota. Senator Mundt of South Dakota

heard of their predicament and promised to help. It seened like an answer

to prayer but intention does not always match action and after the initial
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enthusiasmthere was delay, with no answer to their application to the State

Depar nent.

Time dragged on so that other avenues had to be explored.  Application
for help was made direct to the Canadian Prime Mnister, Mckenzie King.
This was by way of a letter fromfriends of his in high places in England.
They had become qlgéi nted with the Bruderhof when one of their nunber had
becone a nember.  However this application proved fruitless and they were
told in no uncertain terms that the Canadian CGovernnent did not want the
Bruderhof to emgrate from England to Canada, as the Canadians were at war
on England's side and already had enough difficulties with the Hutterites.
This neant that tinme was of the essence and they would have to go back and
renew their efforts in Washington D.C Here they visited the State Departnent
where the official who dealty\géz?i dt r{ehn;t he already Rer what they had been
doing during their abscence fromthe city as the F.B.l. had been watching
and following them  The two tried telephoning Thurmon Arnold the Assistant
Attorney General in President F.D. Roosevelt's cabinet, who was a distant
relative of Eberhard Arnold.  He refused to see themat first because as he
said, his department was one of conformty, while the F.B.I. had reported
to himthat they were nonconfornmists. However after a month he tel ephoned
Hans and his col | eague and asked themto meet himat his office in the
Department of Justice.  Wen they entered the office he treated them |ike
long lost relatives. He saidthat he had heard fromthe F.B.l. about their
beards, knickerbockers and long stockings but in the nmeantime he had heard
about them froma friend of the Amish persuasion and he was inpressed. He
was also proud of the fact that he had had such a courageous relative in
Nazi Germany and promsed to help them all he could. O a later occasion

he asked about their non-mlitary stance but came to the conclusion
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that this attitude was not illegal as the United States draft allowed for

consci entious objectors. The real blow fell when he asked whether they would
be willing to salute the flag.  The “brothers' said that this was not possible
according to their teachings.  The Assistant Attorney pointed out that the
Supreme Court had found against the Jehova:s Wtnesses on this point,
making the refusal to salute the flag a crine punishable by inprisonnent.
Although the Assistant Attorney did say that he disagreed with the decision,
it was the law and they ought to reconsider their position.  They left things
at that

Through O arence Pickett a nember of the AF.C.S. who was a personal
friend of President and Ms. Roosevelt, they were advised to contact the
President in person and arrange a visit to the \Wite House. They deci ded
not to act on this advice because of the comi cated protocol involved in
such a visit. However Clarence Pickett did use his good offices in one
direction and they received an invitation to breakfast with Ms. Roosevelt
at her retreat in New York Gity. They accepted the invitation and had an
interesting discussion, discovering that their minds were occupied with
simlar problenms.  She said that she thought that the United States could
benefit fromtheir witness and she promised to help them all she could while
remnding themat the same tinme that she did not have the President, power.
She recorded their visit in her famous syndicated colum "M Day' of Septenber
the 14th 1940.  Despite all these pronises and good intentions nothing was
forthcomng until eventually they had a confidential answer to their
application to the US. Governnent. This informed themthat the current
political situation was too sensitive to allow themto enter the country as
a group.  The United States had been brought face to face with the realities

of war !
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Wen One MIler heard the news he approached the Paraguayan Anbassador
who in turn contacted his father-in-law President Estigarribia of Paraguay
who invited the'brothers' to visit him  He told themthat their whole
group would be wel come in Paraguay under the sane |aw which covered all the
other Meronite inmigrants.  This gave them freedom of organisation, use of
| anguage, mde of education and freedom frommlitary service, these
privileges passing on to their descendants. It was necessary, Since
Paraguay is land |ocked, to get permission to enter the neighbouring
countries. Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining the noney for entry
into these countries but eventually this was resol ved.

Contact was made with the Cotswold Bruderhof who instructed their

=

em $4siries to go to the Meronite colony at FernhlT, where the Mernite
Central Council had arranged for the nembers from England to live in the
school houses which were unoccupied during the long Summer holidays.  They
would at the sanme time set to work to build their own houses on nearby Iand
Once financial and cross country travel arrangements had been made hy Hans

Meier and his colleague all that remained for themto do was to sit and wait.
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Chapter 14

The news of the imminant departure of the Bruderhof, or in fact part of
it, broke on the 16th of November 1940.  The local press in Cirencester
announced that part of the group was going to South Anerica in the near
future to make a new hone in Paraguay.  The announcement had first been
made in the "Peace News'.  This report said that fifty of the comunity
woul d remain and that there was a possibility of a public utility undertaking
being formed to carry on the management.  This would allow the remining
pacifists to continue work of national inportance through agriculture.  The
menbers of the community who would remain, explained that they were carrying
on but there were plans which they did not wish to publish at the noment.
Already by this time the Caksey property had been disposed of by auction.

Doubt|ess among the plans which needed to be kept secret were those
pertaining to their travel arrangements.  For the sake of safety during
the submarine offensive neither the comunity nor the shipping conpany in
Buenos Aires would divulge the sailing tines even to the two waiting Sal
em ssaries in South America. It was on Decenber the I1st that Hans Meier
learned that the first party from England had arrived safely in Rio de Janiero
Their happy reunion took place a few days before Christmas 1940 in Buenos
Aires. From Buenos Aires they travelled by boat up the river Parana for
four days and nights, getting stuck on a sand bank on one occasion. They
arrived at Asuncion on Christmas Day and celebrated New Year 1941 during a
rest in the jungle on the wagon journey which forned the last sixty mles
of their track t6 Fernheirn.  This first group consisted of about hundr ed.
men women and children.  They received a warmand friendly welcone to their
new home.  The rest of the group from England travelledtto"Paraguay in 1941
They arrived safely without mishap despite the very real danger of U Boat

att ack. In all this they saw the hand of God, especially when they noted
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that nearly every ship they had travelled on from England to North Anerica
then on to South Anmerica, had been sunk by U-Boats as they returned to
England carrying precious supplies

M. WIlson had the first say in this story, a story which includes the
answers to all of his questions.  Perhaps it would be interesting to end
wWith another press quotation this tine fromthe January 1941 number of the
"G oucestershire Countryside', not a very revolutionary puication It
said that fromtine to time this journal had recorded the activities of the
Cotswol d Bruderhof, that colony of refugees from Nazi Germany living at
Ashton Keynes, who had been joined by many English nmen and women anxious to
lead a communal life with the equal sharing of property and
| abour . Now the German menbers of the community had left the country and
the rest had dispersed. Bitter feelings against the community had always
been felt by local |andowners, by the farnmers and by many who were convinced
of the subversive activities of the foriegners in the col ony. It was only
fair to say that the accusations had not been proved and the |eadership of
the Bruderhof had taken inmediate steps at the outbreak of the war to clear
their good nane. Yet the Hone Secretary's permission to allow themto
continue their work as before had never seemed sufficient for local opinion
clearly intolerant of an experiment so revolutionary to all accepted custom
Yet several hundred nmen and wonen holding everything in commn and sharing
a life of hardship sustained by an intense Christian belief had much to give
the country that accepted them just as those who becane their neighbours
had much to learn from so contageous an attenpt at conmunal living in the
spirit of Christian teaching. "W may all have to cone nearer to this way of

living in the future'.
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EPI LOGUE

The Bruderhof property at Ashton Keynes was sold off in July 1941, It
was bought by the London Police Court Mssion. At this stage the estate
consisted of five hundred acres of land, houses, schools, bakehouses and a
comunity dining hail, printing and other premses and a power station.

The buyer took the equipnent and the farm stock. G oucestershire Standing
Joint Conmittee on Juvenile Crime considered approaching the London authority
to see if Goucestershire delinquents could be held there. Vi scount
Bledisioe cited the Salvation Arny training farms in New Zeal and and thought
G oucestershire could pioneer one of these accornodated at Ashton Keynes.

The property however changed its nane to the Cotswoid School and became an
Approved school for young of fenders. It is interesting to speculate how
much the local community regretted the departing of the "Strangers iii their
m dst " . For the local press soon began to report the activities of some of
the new innates. In Cctober 1941 for instance sone boys “escaped fromthe
school, stole hicycles and were eventual |y caught in London. Early in 1942
two nore absconded, broke into a house in Caksey and others at Hankerton and
Mnety.  They made their getaway, only to be caught later at Falnouth.

The prenises continued as an Approved school for over twenty years.
However over the last twenty years the establishment has been renaned the
“Cotswol d Cunmunity and is one of the country's leading theraflitic centres
for adol escent boys from unstable backgrounds. A cause no doubt near to
the hearts of the Bruderhof. It is interesting to note that at the time of
witing the authrities are debating how best to deal with some structural
probl ens of the Bruderhof's original buildings.

The Bruderhof comunity itself remained in Paraguay until 1961 when

changed feelings in the United States allowed themto move North where
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eventual Iy one thousand two hundred nenbers formed four communities. In 1971
in more peaceful yet perhaps no less troubled times a group of menbers
returned to England, including some who had been original members of the
Cotswol d Bruderhof.  They were able to build up a new Bruderhof comunity
at Darvell, Robertsbridge in Sussex. Here they continue to work on the
same lines as before, living in brotherhood, working the land, educating etc.
and the “Plough' magazine continues in publication.

As for the people of Cirencester area, many of the ol der generation still
remenber the Cotswold Bruderhof.  There are still those who despite any
real evidence have the notion that a large number of the original menbers

P\ were involved in secret operations for the Allies" One gentleman who spoke

recently to the witer is still convinced that they were nenbers of the
Nazi fifth colum. He said that the buildings at the comunity were set out
in the shape of the swastika to act as a pointer for German aircraft. One
glance at an Ordnance Survey map puts this theory to flight.  Taken back
over forty years he would probably still be hunting for Nazi parachutists,
heavily disguised, in the local convent

One day all the old predjudice will be gone but if the Spirit which
created such an inpressive and viable comunity in less than five years is

allowed to flourish in Sussex or wherever, its future seens assured.
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