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Dr. Cyril Davies has a lil-
tle joke with one of -his
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.| mavera the beginuing was |’
(
I
i
I

' made; the first building was
| put up after the materials
haq been cut from the forest. |
Three doctors who had|
joined the Bruderhof o' ly|
y before departure|
from England, began their|
| medical work in one end of I
the building.
‘ Unaccustome! to the pri-|
| mitive and sub-tropical con-|
ditions, many of the com-|
members fe]] ill in
st few weeks, But as
word about the doctors
| spread from one village tc #
‘ann{her. the Paraguayan pa- |
| tients soon began to come
| from the surrounding coun-
| try.
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Paraguay, in the heart of the
South American continent, is one
of the poorest countries in the
Americas. It is partly covered
by dense sub-tropical forests.
Timber export is one of the chief
sources of revenue.
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Malnutrition accounts for much
of the illness in northern Para-
guay. Agricultural methods are
still primitive. However, around
Sanatorio Primavera due to re-
‘search and experiment, great
progress has been made and
modern machinery is being in-
troduced as means become
available. It is very essential that

food be grown for patients and
their relatives and that neigh-
boring farmers learn more mod-
ern methods.
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In the laboratory two staff mem-
bers are busy making tests. Ap.
proximately 2000 of these are
done yearly. A fairly large col-
lection of snakes and parasites
has been built up and a certain
amount of research done. Speci-
mens are also sent to other
countries.
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M Nurse Teresa from China is pre-
§%5k paring the small operating room
“"!l for emergency surgery. Acci-
ybws dents are the most frequent
pe cause for surgery, although the
Woet doctors are often faced with
le & other serious cases. There are
& eight nurses, counting assistants.
The total staff, including part-
time helpers, numbers 20, and,

in addition, others work on the
auxiliary agricultural program.




One of the Paraguayan home
industries is cigar-making, car-
ried on in this district in a primi-
tive way by mother and daugh-
ter. In addition to tobacco, other
crops are citrus of many varie-
ties, mandioca (cassava), corn

and beans, and now rice is be- |

ing extensively cultivated.










Nurse Rosemary is helping to
prepare food in the simple hos-
pital kitchen. The hospital staff
are men and women of many
| nationalities, including people
worvkw:f from the United States.
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Primavera has its own telephone |
system. For arranging transport |*
of urgent cases by plane fo |

Asuncion, there is a radio sto-
tion which maintains daily con-
tact with Asuncion.










