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INTRODUCTORY

Community
and the World Crists

N the world as it is shaping today large numbers

of men of goodwill and particularly of those
called Christian Pacifists are finding it increasingly
difficult to reconcile what they believe to be a true
way of life to the demands of a hiy_,lll}' competitive
soclety.
The churches have failed to stand for all the things
that Christ taught. The ballot box has produced
governments of tacticians and opportunists rather
than leaders of the people. Rejecting the truth that
makes men free, whole peoples have fallen under the
bondage of national gods. Reform of the machin-
ery of church or state is useless, lacking a new Spirit
behind both. Meantime, world forces are massing
for a gigantic clash: the apotheosis of the anti-
christian principle in world affairs, The rapidly
increasing pressure of events is making non-com-
mittal attitudes and comfortable compromises less
and less possible.

*

In the face of this situation, men of goodwill are
everywhere being led to attempt a more definite
witness to the truths they profess—sometimes by
individual activity and sometimes by collective
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INTRODUCTORY

integration, These attempts necessarily begin on a
basis of new relationships—between the individual
and the group and between the group and the world
at large.

At present such integrations are scattered and largely
experimental, but they have in them the vitality of a
living faith and a firm conviction. They are taking
definite shape with the march of events. The h{*lu_:iﬂ;
nings of a new society are coming into being.

Those seeking this new way of life do not wish to
impose that way upon others; rather by practical
demonstration to lead others freely to integrate
themselves with it. They do not set out to reform
society : they recognise that reformation must hegin
with themselves and must spread outwards spon-
taneously. They do not seek to overthrow the
present order : they believe that the present order
i1s 1n the throes of its own mortal disease. Thev
believe also that the values they stand for are the
way of life and health and peace for men and for
nations, and that these values can ¢
out here and now in the midst of the conflict and
sickness of our civilisation : /Jived and not merely
preached and planned. -
They belicve in the technique not of revolution but
of regeneration. They believe that fulness of life
can be realised only 1n the act of giving, sharing and
serving : that getting, holding and np]mun: are the
ways of death. The end of these ways 1s being
demonstrated all round us today. Violence and
self-seeking are taking on the form of a perverted
religion and to it are hum: sacrificed the decencies
dnd securities of life.

Cells, groups and colonies of men and women led
by the Spirit of Christ, living freely and gladly in
accordance with His EL:iLth and, in accordance
with that spirit and teaching, committing themselves

10
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INTRODUCTORY

fully to one another, must necessarily constitute a
negation of the prmu[ml of violence and self- seeking.
These are the potential nucleus of a creative order
of society, truly Christian and wholly co-operative
—an {'.il"[_lt._f in which church and state are no longer
divided entitics but in which the whole of life bc—
comes an act of devotion. The form, the constitu-
tion and the immediate function of such living units
may be very diverse. Their strength will be in unity
of spirit rather than in uniformity of pattern.

»

If a new order of society is to precede the break-up
of the present world civilisation, there s no more
time for talking, The time has come for the expres-
sion of personal conviction in constructive personal
activity, There are many signs that this is already
happening. The spirit of community is cutting
across the formal boundaries of movements, sects
and social groups and moving people ot very diverse
background and personality to wider realisations,
oreater adventures of faith and more courageous
achievements of work.

While the strength of any such new way of life must
be spiritual, its ways and means are alre: 1Lh defined 1n
principle. Production for use is being demonstrated
successfully as an economic alternative to produc-
tion for profit. The Homecroft plan works out the
practical development of production from small
holdings, and the growth of co-operative allotments
and of community farms provides an extension of
the same pun-:ipi:.. The Brotherhood Trust Ex-
tension Society has produced the framework for a
system of co-operative exchange regulated by a
barter currency. All these things are open to
investigation by those interested in them. Working
{‘xamplr: of their application can be found in com-
munity experiments already well established. The

Il
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INTRODUCTORY

extension of the community principle would allow
their wider and increasingly effective application.
Between a growing chain of production and service
units, a system of co-operative supply and demand is
a matter of progressive evolution.

E
These new beginnings are calling to all that is most
vital and courageous in youth movements, peace
bodies, L'llll!r‘(_}'lL!--, social clubs and societies. They
ask for the best we have in every field of human
endeavour—in education and industry, in science
and art. Community has been too often upn:u.,ntr_d
as a resort of cranks, faddists, and escapists—and
certainly its manifestations have not alw ays avoided
self-consciousness and mannerisms. But its streneth
has been and will be in a determination to get back
to realities; in its identification with the familiar and
the ev nfl’u Indeed, if community calls for some-
thing more than common wvision, it calls also for
nothing less than common sense. In very «'pcr:i-al
measure 1t demands the allegiance of rlt.HpIL' of real
breadth and balance, with practical gifts for organisas
tion and ;1d1111nn~frdr1un and with a sunny sanity and
a saving sense of humour. '

.
Tl’lﬂf ].'{'!l”li‘% ill’"'ld ["H‘lt'_'i"["tf‘l,‘ CcaAnnot ].il'{:' l_H:r ‘I}'I‘L"I' f-.', 1
tallacy easily fostered by s Il‘-'-«h:n:l pr:wn-:f:* Against
a]i[‘hhﬂd practice, community will set its face. "ﬂr'l-!h.—
minded group co-operation can and ought to produce
better results than any form of enterprise with one
eye on its competitors and the other on its profits.
Mall.rmilx as well as spiritually, community stands
for a better job as well as a fuller life.
At the outset, indeed, its way must needs be the way
of all pifmcua Communities to-day are advance
pmh of a new order puahul out to thL VEery 1rmﬂ'u
of the old. They find themselves on the border
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INTRODUCTORY

line of country that is alien and that may prucnrh
become hostile. Their life is almpl-:. and hazardous.
Their only certain resources are, first and last, the
resources oOf the apm[ To any of us whose con-
ceptions of civilisation have become Lplrr:muul 11
a tiled bathroom, their ménage may sometimes seem
spartan. But it 1is less spartan than a front line
.rL,uh in wartime and in its own way community
is also in the front line. ** Seeking first the l\mﬂdnm
of God,” it believes that tiled bathrooms and all else
needful will in good time be added. Meanwhile
there 1s work to be done.
*

[t is good that we who realise these things should
come sometimes together to share our convictions.
[t is good that we should know what others like-
minded—the pioneers of a new order—are doing.
It is good that we should take counsel with one
another. But it is not good enmough. The urge to
action can too often become dissipated in overmuch
talking. Conferences are valuable just 1n so far as
thev lead to a constructive effort and not simply to
another conference. Conviction should make us
impatient of sitting in chairs. Counsels ought to be
counsels of action,
“ Be not hearers of the word but doers also ™ 1s a
message that needs to be written up large behind the
]‘*ldrf{}.'rrn of every community gathering : a challenge
to those of us who are too L:mrh addicted to reading
and listening. That indeed must be the text for
every community report that seeks not simply to
record events but to shape them. It is the message
and the challenge of this little book.

| H.S./L.S.
Community Service Commitiee,
Bow, London, E. 3.

January 1938,
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PREFACE

Building a New Britain

HE following pages outline some brief descrip-
tions of a number of activities. These are
being carried on in the hope that they will add,
:ach 1n 1ts own way, to the building of a new social
order. Through all their diversity, the reader will
trace two 13.;11';1“1] elements. There is the personality
—the taith and the steadtastness—ot those concerned
in them: and there is the plan, more or less well
defined, to which they are working.
The relative importance attached to these elements
in the diflerent schemes varies considerably but both
of them are necessary to success. W ithout willing
and well-equipped men and women to mwphmmr
them, the best laid plans are useless, while much
honest effort may be robbed of full fruition through
an insufhiciency of thought.
"

And so we see the motive of service working itself
out, sometimes as a new manifestation of vital
Christianity ; sometimes as a vigorous attempt to
interpret social or political philosophy on the plane
of action. The significance of all these experiments
lies indeed 1n their spirit rather than in their size
or even their immediate success, It 1s a far cry
from 1899 when the Whiteway Colonists turned
their backs on convention and sought to set up a

LS
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model of what they conceived that society might one
day become. Yet after forty years, the Cotswold
Bruderhof 1s repeating the experiment in a new con-
text but with an untfailing confidence 1n the practical
possibility of a * life based on love.”
Moreover we are “ITI"IL‘.'HHII'J.L[ iudﬂ.\ the evidences of
this same spirit not only in relativ Lh large organised
movements such as the Order of Fri-:,nd., the Inter-
national Voluntary Service for Peace, and John
Hoyland’s Work Camps. We are secing them break
out also in small but not less courageous and signifi-
cant ventures all over the country. Bert Over
distributing to those who need rather than to those
who can hm, ; the Community of the W ay kindling

a bright little Aame of fellow \hl and hup-_ amongst
th-:. drabness of unemployment in East London ; the

‘ Community Shop ” at Salford where no money
changes hands; the thousand distressed homes
who have fll\t‘fﬂ't‘lI’Ld the meaning of H‘lLﬂdth{"} by-
post—these are a few, and only a few, of many evi-
dences that can be u.ru.n.r.l thmu;h th pages that
follow. Like straws, they show the set of a silent
current running Hffﬁnﬂfh below the sutface of out
everyday life in Britain.

%

Many of these experiments are truly ventures of
faith, but equally devoted people are striking out
huldh by methods which depend on a LAFLTU“‘»
worked-out system and which are capable of ;Ii!p ica-
tion on the widest scale. These also are a:.:.nlm;
here and now to eliminate the profit motive and to
foster the principles and practice of co-operation.
Equitable exchange of goods and services through
the medium of a barter currency, first *-.Iaualmd
by the Production for Use League as a local expedient
for m‘u.rnph‘n ed men, is now taking shape as an
economic basis for a lenlmn community,

16
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PREFACE

Whether conceived in Professor Scott’s terms as
" homecrofts,” in Brinsley Nixon’s as village com-
munities; as communal colonies such as the Bruder-
hot or as all these together, Community sets itself
uncompromisingly against the worship of the golden
calt and, so far as its internal life is concerned, is able
frequently to carry on without the use of money
at all. '

&
On a broader basis we watch also the Co-operative
Movement, both Distributive and Productive, build-
ing up a huge organisation on a well-defined plan in
the hope that human nature may rise, however slowly
to the level of the principle it embodies. This
movement nas been described as “ a sprig of Owen-
ism grafted on to a stock of common sense ”’—a
very apt statement of the relationship between
idealism and the average. The possibilities of this
great movement, interpreted in terms of the new
trend towards co-operative /Jwing, will hardly fail
fto occur to everyone who studies the talks that
follow. ‘

i
Still wider in its influence lies the sphere of political
action. Here we are concerned almost entirely with
the removal of obstacles and the provision of oppor-
tunity on the National scale. It works slowly but
nevertheless it moves. The attention given of recent
years to the distressed areas and to slum clearance is
an example which can be judged on its own merits.

e
Yet behind and beneath all this, is striving another
kind of activity to which our attention will be called
repeatedly 1n this book. It is the deep and earnest
secarching by prophets, mystics and thinkers after
the true psychological, moral and religious founda-
tions upon which any new order must be built it it

17
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PREFACE

1s to endure. Here, too, 1s 2 growing concern for
the many obscure and ordinary men and women who
are working for the cause amidst perpetual discour-
agement and difhiculty—how are they to be guided,
helped and inspired in their uphill task ? Whether
we think 1n terms of religious conviction or of
u:-r:nl p':-]n':x it 1S bu:nmmir clear that we must be
prepared to /ive what we hr:-ld as well as to believe
and proclaim 1t. The outward and visible change
is being held back because so few have t.-:-;pnzri::ncéd
the necessary inward change and are willing to face
up to its implications, )
o
This 1s the ultimate lesson of the Community Con-
ferences that have taken place during the past year.
Some light has been thrown on method and organisa-
tion ; some co-ordination of activity has been visual-
ised ; some mobilising of interest begun. But the
true line of progress ]h.h 1n the pﬂchnlmrltﬂl and
religious sphere. Economic change must have a
spiritual basis. Persons must be prepared as well
plans.

Stanford-le-Hope THOMAS DENT.
Esrex. 1938
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The Cotswold Bruderhof—
a Christian Communaty

HE Cotswold Bruderhot at Ashton Keynes,

Swindon, Wiltshire, was founded in March 1936
as a daughter settlement of both the Rhoen-
bruderhof, near Frankfurt in Germany, and the Alm-
bruderhof in Liechtenstein, near Switzerland. The
community, therefore, is the direct continuation of
the group which started to live together in 1920 in
Germany, in the little village of Sannerz, near
Schluechtern, under the leadership of the late Dr.
Eberhard Arnold (1883-1935). Dr. Arnold, having
been the General Secretary of the Student Christian
Movement in Germany for many years, and a leader
in the Youth Movement, was deeply disquieted by
the failure of the organised churches to carry out the
will of God, which he saw to be true community
and fellowship among men, that is, a life of justice,
peace, purity and simplicity. In these ideas he was
not alone, for a great number of the younger genera-
tion in Germany was at that time seeking for a new
order of life, based on the principles of true freedom,
love and universality. Little communities sprang
into being all over Germany and the small group
which gﬂfhﬂred tngcthcr in Sannerz was {':-nij.' one
among them. It is the only one which has survived
without having surrendered any of its principles.
It has rather been enabled to give a clearer witness
of them. The reason is to be found in the religious
basis of 1ts life.

20
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THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF

(1) The Spiritual foundation. From the very beginning
it was clear to the group in Sannerz that the mlh
toundation for a true life, as they were trying to live
it, was to be found in ]U.m Christ. Not in the mis-
interpreted and misunderstood Christ of organised

church religion, or of sectarian narrowness, or of

liberal humanitarianism, bur in the living Christ who
1s a potent force, working within men and changing
their lives, and using, in true freedom, all their
energies, gifts and talents for his purpose.

More than anything it was the Sermon on the \Ic}unt
the farewell Hi?LLLhLH of Jesus, and his prayer [hﬂt
all might be one ” (John, Ch. xiv—xvii) which,
gether with the whole teaching of the pltjpht’th .lnd
apostles, showed them a clear way of life, and
helped them to find a solution for the most urgent
problems, not only of their time but of our day and
of all tmes. Firstly, there was the question of war,
or the attitude of Christians to the state; secondly,
the i_}lll:“ﬁlll'lﬂ of propetrty, or the attitude towards the
right use ot material things ; thirdly, the question of
the right 1L1;1r1¢.:1'::1h1}1 of men and women, or the

attitude towards sex ; and fourthly, the question of

the social problems of man, or the attitude towards
work. On the one hand, it was clearly seen that the
way of love and justice precludes Christians from
many things which are now accepted by the organised
churches and their following. On the other hand,
it was strongly felt that the attitude of Christ and
his followers to life in all its different aspects is a
positive one. This idea, applied to these four
main problems, led to the following conclusions :

Firstly, it is evident that no follower of Christ can
take part in war or any other destruction of man, nor
can he, as representative of God’s love, actively
promote the order of law ; that 1s, followers of
Christ cannot be judges, magistrates, or policemen,

3
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

or hold other legislative or administrative govern-
ment posts.  On the other hand, the way of Christ
cannot be a pure negation. Refusal to fight, refusal
to make or to entorce Iuw, should be ftollowed !_‘:}'
the building up of a positive witness where /Jove is
the “law ”* which rules over every sphere of a life
outside, and yet within, the unchristian order of
force and compulsion. This leads to true com-
munity.,
Secondly, it was strongly felt that a Christian could
not hold private property or lend his active Hl!i":*“.lr‘:-rt
to a system which 1s based on the profit motive
Christ’s words about the rich are clear enough for
anybody who is prepared to accept them. It was
felt that if men are brothers in spirit with all those
who wish to follow Christ, they cannot be un-
brotherly in the economic sphere. Positively, this
means sharing, or community of goods, which
follows *-»'.ptmr'uluuu‘ﬁ‘h' where the "ﬁpliri[ of Jesus
Christ grips men and takes entire possession of
them. As we read in the Acts of the Apostles :
" Now there was but one heart and soul among the
multitude of the believers : not one of them con-
sidered anything his personal property, they shared
all they had with one another. There was not a
needy person among them, for those who owned
land or houses would sell them and bring the pro-
ceeds of the sale, laying the money before the feet
of the apostles ; it was then distributed according to
cach individuals’ need.” (Acts iv). The negation
of private prnp::rr}' and the injustices which it incurs
therefore leads to the positive way of sharing, and to
a voluntary communism in love.

Thirdly, 1t was realised that in the same way as the
co-operative and communal elements in human life
are abused in the state, and the material things given
to mankind abused in private property and the
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THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF

resultant capitalism, so also the creative gifts and
powers which are given to man for the propagation
of the species are terribly abused, with most disas-
trous results. In Christ all impurity is strongly
attacked and renounced. Although a few are
definitely called to a celibate life because it gives them
more freedom to serve their fellow men, the majority
of men and women will find the true fulfilment of
their creative powers in monogamous marriage. It
was felt that the unity of two people in marriage,
and the family group which springs from them in
their children, is the first and natural stage of true
community. In keeping with the pure spirit of Christ,
absolure purity is demanded from his followers both
before, outside and in marriage. More than that,
all misuse and interference with the creative powers
within marriage, as propagated in our times for
social, economic and other reasons, was strongly
rejected.  In short, true marriage and true family
lite, where husband and wife are deeply united in
spirit, soul and body, became the cell of a true
community fellowship.

tourthly, all barriers of social distinction, birthright,
property, class or caste had to be rejected, and
brotherly co-operation in true community took its
place. All work is equal, whether it is manual,
mental, artistic or spiritual, and if this attitude is
really taken no economic inequalities can grow out of
the different occupations of man. Men should not
only work for their daily bread, which is essential
for everyone (*“He who does not work, shall no
eat '), but work is also definitely the spiritual task
of man, because it means attaining mastery over the
material things which are to be won for God and
for the fellowship of men. In short, to work for
private ends is sin. To work for God, for and in
community, is the true calling of man. All work
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l| COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

| must be creative and therefore artistic, even the ‘
2| simplest manual work.

Al To summarise, the attempt to solve the main pml:r-

.-“-F lems of hunmn life led to their positive solution In a

£ practical, communal life which was and i1s by no

’ means an escape from reality, but a real witness for

p:,;u:c: ju*nl_lLL creative purity, brotherly equality and

E“.I{}'--IH"‘- ¢ attitude to work. In such a ]fi{: Lul!u,h
different standards from those usually accepted in
society apply, and separation and departmentalisa-
| tion are overcome in the harmonious co-operation
| of people in a lite which is not disintegrated, but one
| complete whole.

From what has been said, it is evident that we cannot

| solve any particular problem in itself or on its own
& merit, but only in connection with the whole. The
‘ urlafn*ai source and cause of a new life in fummumn
is #nity. All the particular problems of life find

5 their solution in connection with the whole. So the
;' individual cannot find his true vocation within and
=i tor bimself, but within and for the community. 1In
| I -:rmuadu.tmn therefore, to the ideas In_pr:.w,nu.d by
3 a large section of those who are seeking for com-
& nmnrrj.J it must be said emphatically that true co
operation cannot be achieved by compromise be-
=3 tween individualism and the communal principle,
but only by the complete surrender of the indiv Il."lLl'li
to the ultimate Will, which leads to community.
| True r:r.‘mmmunit\' therefore, is a2 new unit or entity.
e which can only be fully achieved if its parts or
| components, that is to say the individuals, give
themselves wholeheartedly to the highest Cause.
which is God, or unity, or love, call it whichever

=1 T
It

i

= we will, in w hom originates all true fellow ship. To

: USC A um;‘rlc, parable, a loaf of bread has more value

=5 than a number of grains of corn. But in order to

% make the loaf, the grains have to sacrifice their
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THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF

individuality, that is, their separate existence, and
be ground into flour, which is then mixed with
water and baked into bread. The grains are thus
tulfilling their highest purpose. So individuals who
seek for true community, which is the higher unit,
have to undergo the same process spiritually.

Only sacrifice of our individualism, or our selfish-
ness, can lead us to union with God, whose ultimate
will for all is community, and who himself is the
source and cause of all community. Union with
God leads to union with all those who by sacrificing
themselves undergo the same absolute change. This
is in the beginning a spiritual or mystical experience,
but from it grows a new attitude to the real and
material problems of life. Only through death can
be find resurrection. Only the end of our own
lives, of our own will, of our own works, can make
us represent and be instruments of God’s life, God’s
will, God’s work. Therefore non-participation in
war and the building up of the city of peace, com-
munity of goods, of work and of everyday life,
including pure marriage and true family life, is the
logical fruit or outcome of the inner experience of
spiritual union with God and with one another.
All this can be summarised in the simple command-
ment, the greatest in the New Testament and for all
time and Eternity: “ You must love the Lord
vour God with your whole heart, with your whole
soul, and with your whole mind. This is the
greatest and chief command. There is a second
like it ; you must love your neighbour as yourself.”

(2) Ihe bistory. The community, when it started
in dannerz in 1920, was a centre of a large section of
the German Youth Movement, the New Work
Group (Neuwerk-Bewegung). Later on, when the

)
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

Youth Movement either lett its principles and went
back to organised religion or became more and more
nationalistic, thus preparing the way for National
Socialism, the little group struggled on in the back-
eround, but remained in close contact with the
Pacifist and Socio-religious movement in Germany,
in the main European countries and in America
Until the advent of National Socialism it was re-
garded as the settlement of the pacifist section of
the Free German Youth Movement (Freideutscher
Werk-Bund). From the beginning there was very
close association and friendship with the Quakers
and similar circles in Germany.

The community grew until it was found necessary
to find a place with more facilities for expansion
than the house at Sannerz. A farm was bought in
1920 some ten miles away in the Rhoen hills, and
was called the * Rhoenbruderhof.” The community
had its own publishing house and edited a mnnrhlf;
periodical and a series of books called * Sources of
Christian Witness throughout the Centuries.” From
the early days it had its own school. lLater on farm
ing and gardumng became more important, but the
puh];ahmn and educational work were fully retained
and further developed, and other branches of work

such as craftwork, printing, carpentry, smithing and
building were begun.

In 1933 when Hitler gained power in Germany, the
community had about one hundred and twenty
members, including hlidn?n, and economically its
prospects were prnmmnﬂ But because it stood
for peace and justice and opposed the racial doctrine
of National Socialism, the community came into
great difficulties. Its school was closed and most
of the orphan children which the community was
educating were taken away by the authorities. As
it was found impossible, for reasons of conscience,
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THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF

to send the remaining children to a state school, the
Almbruderhof was founded in the EPEIHL of 1934, in
the little principality of Liechtenstein, for the sole
purtpose of educating the children in accordance
with the community’s principles.

Another difficulty arose in Germany in connection
with compulsory military service, which came into
force in the spring of 1935. This was met at first
by most of the men of military age going to Alm-
bruderhof. In 1936, the Liechtenstein authorities
refused those members who were wanted by the
German r'l‘ll]lEdI‘L authorities 8le rmission to remain in
Liechtenstein, so it was necessary to find a third
place in a country less dominated by German in-
fluence. As the British Government was sy mpathetic
and helpful, it was possible to found the Cotswold
Bruderhof in England in March 1936. Apart from
the reasons mentioned, the growing interest and
understanding for the Bruderhof witness and way of
life which had made itself felt in England since
1933—34 Was the deciding factor in the Bruderhof’s
coming to this country,

In "a}arli 1937 the situation in Germany came to a
head and the Rhoenbruderhof was dissolved by the
Secret State Police, its property confiscated and i

members forced to leave the countrv. Some of

them found a home at the Cotswold Bruderhof and
some went to the Almbruderhof. When Austria
was annexed by Germany the Almbruderhof also
had to be given up and its members came to the
Cotswold Bruderhof in March 1938. This step had
been anticipated for some time, as the pnﬁltlun of
the Almbruderhof, 4,500 feet up in the mountains,
made a permanent cconomic basis tor the com-
munity there impossible. The Cotswold Bruderhof
at Ashton Keynes is now the only settlement of the
movement in existence in Europe.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAINM

From the very beginning the community had sought
to find other groups with a similar outlook and way
of life in order to unite with them, as there was no
intention of remaining a separate group. It was
not until about 1928 that a direct contact was
established with the Hutterian Communities in
Canada and the United States, about which Eberhard
Arnold had some previous knowledge through his
historical studies. After much f.luz.p consideration
and correspondence with these communities, Eber-
sard Arnold went over to Canada and united with
the Hutterians on behalf of the communiry. They
aiso gave him the charge of a Minister of the Word,
and the task of building up the Bruderhot in Europe.
The principles which the Cotswold Bruderhot has
in common with the Hutterian Brothers, who have
been in existence for four hundred years, have been
outlined in the preceding paragraphs.

(3) Description of the Bruderbof. At the Cotswold
Brude rhnf' there live two hundred and twenty men,
women and children (in July, 1938), of seve: al
natiuna!iliuﬁ, mainly German, Swiss, British and
Dutch. As there are nearly ninety children, educa-
tional work is one of the most important activities.
The children are divided into three main groups :
the babies (up to two-and-a-half years), the kinder-
garten (from two-and-a-half to six years), and the
School children. During the day all children are
in one of these three sections, whilst the mothers
are helping with the work. English, German and
Swiss teachers, kindergarten teachers and nurses
look atter the th!dr{,ﬂ about fifteen I‘H."L'.!PIL hr.lmj
engaged in this work.

Apart from the housework, which includes cooking,
the members
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THE COTSWOLD BRUDERHOF

of the Bruderhot are engaged in the following
branches of work : |
Firstly, farming and gardening. Nearly two hun-
dred acres are pasture and there are also one hundred
acres of arable land, including ten acres of garden.
A tuberculin-tested herd of seventy Shorthorn
dairy cattle is kept. Part of the milk is sold and part
of it consumed by the large household. Further
live stock includes one hundred and twenty Shrop-
shire sheep, four horses, two working oxen and a
pony. The community has amongst its members a
veterinary surgeon w ho looks after the cattle. A
large poultry section of more than one thousand
birds 1s one of the must successful branches of the
community’s activities. In addition to this, thirty
bechives are kept. The arable land produces the
corn for the community’s bread and potatoes for
the household, and also fodder for the cattle. Most
important for the maintenance of the household is
the gatden of ten acres which produces all the
vr.gr.nble*: required. Some fruit trees have already
been planted. The whole farm and garden are
worked by modern scientific methods, although it
is essential that the natural conditions of rural lite
should not be destroyed.

The otherlarge branch of work is the publishing, print-
ing and book binding department. The Cotswold
Bruderhot 1s puhl:shmg a quarterly journal called
“The Plough: Towards the Coming Order,” and
also books for the promotion of its ideals together
with publications for the Hutterians in America,
Smaller branches of work include wood-turning,
carpentry, smithing and similar occupations. For
the furtherance of intellectual work the community
has a large collection of about ten thousand books,
mainly German and English. Lectures are held peri-
odically throughout the year, and every individual

29
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

has also, as far as time permits in the present pion-
cering stage, ample opportunity for education
through music, both vocal and instrumental, folk-
dancing, and other arts and crafts.

The working day is broken up by three meal times,
breakfast, dinner and supper, which are held in
common. During the meals, talks are given about
various subjects, guests are welcomed and views
exchanged, and there is much spontaneous singing.
The evenings close with a devotional meeting or a
meeting where practical issues are discussed by the

-y . . . - o .’ m
brotherhood which is responsible for the whole life.
Al From time to time people are sent out to give
7 addresses in various parts of England and the
Wi

continent, and a great number of visitors are received
every year, including many unemployed, refugees
or other destitute people, whom the community
endeavours to help to the best of its ability.
Recently the community has started work in a large
industrial city, since the Handsworth Group (vide
p. 76), united themselves with the Bruderhof. ‘The
house at 11 Handsworth New Road, Winson G reen,
Birmingham is called “ The Bruderhof House ™ and
s used as a centre and meeting-place for all those
interested in a Christian community life in the
Birmingham area. f

The brotherhood elects various responsible members
tor the different departments of work and for the
general well-being of the community in spiritual
and material things. The whole life of the Bruder-
hot can be compared to a living organism, the centre
of which is the love which comes from Christ and
which expands into and penetrates all spheres and
branches of life, and brings into being a new Christian

A commonwealth.
=l B EBERHARD C. H. ARNOLD.
i Lhe Cotswold Bruderbof,
: Ashton Keynes, Wilts.
30
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Hugh’'s Settlement—an
E.rpf?nrmrmf in Collectivity

HE scheme of Hugh’s Scttlement stands for cer-

tain 1deas left behind him by a man who was killed
cfuring_: the Great War. As he was killed, it was
left to his friends to bring his ideas down to the earth.
The central idea of the scheme is its plan of adolescent
education, based on the agreed fact that we learn
better from experience than when taught by other
p:_nh]r_-—rh” in fact education should be thr(:-ur-'h
life, and a part of life, rather than regarded as a
preparation for life. ‘Thus the Colony takes the
place of the school, and the adolescents are not so
much taught by ILA{‘}‘LLrh as enabled to learn from
more experienced workers in one or other of the
industrial branches of the Colony. Academic educa-
tion, in addition, takes place tILlll[]“ approximately
halt ot the youngster’s working d“ﬂ
The unit in the HI”’H']I.-’;HIUFI 1S [ht 'ﬂ_ltldi] of t{‘}ur
working in alternate pairs under its adult leaders—
part time on industrial work and part time on
academic education. The plan has to be seen, I
think, in order to be thoroughly understood, but we
have found, not {ml} that it has many educational
adv antages, but that it is also H’ithhctun to the adults
concerned, as they are able thereby to deal with
a larger ahart.. of work.
The 1::-&:.,;11:;.}1 work which resulted in the reduction
of the scheme to a concrete plan took place between
1919 and 1923. During that time the pioneers
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were engaged on house building, poultry farming,
market gardening, bee keeping, rabbit breeding tor
fur, etc., while a beginning was made with craft
work. -

And there the research work ended—chiefly, |
think, because we realised that the foundations were
not yet laid deep enough. You see, one colony is
not sufficient for a scheme of this kind : if you mean
to break with the industrial system, you must make
a complete break, and one colony cannot supply the
colonists with all the prime necessaries of life. Let
us take an example. Three prime products are
coal, sea fish and farm produce. It is impossible
for these three commoditiecs to be produced from
the same piece of land or water, nor is it advisable
to attempt such a combination.

Thus we found ourselves faced with two fresh
problems—to work out the implications of Produc-
tion for Use as opposed to trading for profit, and
secondly the implications of the financial principles
necessary to extend the financial machinery so that
investment may reach directly (4) adults, on the
security of their character and earning powers ;
(¢) children (through adult sureties), for the develop-
ment of their potential assets.

While we were working out these problems, two
other groups appeared, having precisely these objects
in view, and to that extent we were encouraged.
One of them, the Production for Use Leacue, is
represented hLIL today.

The result has been that, for a good many years past
now, the land at Hugh’s "'ILIIILITIILHT has been mark-
ing time—and yet p:.:h'lpq [ should not say that, for
durmt\' the interval it has been found ﬂa:hh.lhln o
register the enterprise within a legal framework, so
that there are today 6o shareholders with an issued
capital of approximately £2,000 and the Settlement
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HUGH'S SETTLEMENT

has now a wide connection. But what we have
primarily been waiting for is the emergence of other,
like-minded groups, and, sure enough, they have
now made their appearance. Some have been born
and have died. Some, like ourselves, are still
grimly holding on, whilst, judging from our meeting
here this afrernoon, yet others have just been born or
are about to be born, and I suggest that one of the
next questions you will have to face is whether it
will be better to concentrate on one or two Settle-
ments, and allow these, when full, to swarm like
bees for the creation of new hives, or whether it is
golng to be possible for different groups to develop
heterogeneously along different lines, in the hope
that they may ultimately “ tune in” through the
medium of some federation. Well—the future will
show.
One thing must be clear, I think to all those who have
cxperimented in this field, and that is that there is
a very great deal to be learnt, and it does seem a pity
that the same elementary mistakes should be made
again and again, for these at least can be avoided by
giving heed to the experience of others.
For the rest, we have at Quarley a beautiful stretch
of country—about one hundred and twenty acres of
it—Ilying some seventy-five miles west of London :
we have the advantage of a Company’s water supply
-2 most unusual amenity in a rural area—and the
clectric Grid is less than a mile away,
At Quarley we pin our faith in chalk, which has
not only given us an admirable and Inexpensive
method of building and road-making—which has
not yet reached finality—but has a number of other
industrial uses as well.
In conclusion T will repeat the words used in your
programme : Hugh's Settlement is an * experiment
in Collectivity.” It stands for team-work both
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN
within the Group and between Groups, and I doubt
whether an experiment on any smaller lines can be
a worth-while contribution in face of the great
problems we have set ourselves to solve.
BRINSLEY NIXON,
Hugh's Settiement,
: L
Ouarley, Hants.
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W hiteway Colony—the Story
of a Pioneer Experiment

N October 1898, a small group of idealistic

soctalists, inspired by Tolstoy’s teaching and the
necessity of getting back to the land, decided to
start a colony. Pooling their resources, land was
bought on the Cotswold Hills, near Stroud, and the
experiment began. ‘This land was bought in the
names of three of the group, and the conveyance
deed was burnt, as a gesture, to show the land was
o Imlgcr private property but free to all who chose
to join the community. From the cultivation of
the land the community was to live.
The group, about twelve in number, was absolutely
communistic, sharing everything, even clothes, and
putting their money into the common fund. This
becoming soon exhausted, they endured great hard-
ships, but the strong spirit of brotherhood made it
into a splendid experience, Goodwill and freedom
were the watchwords, and voluntarism the dominant
tactor,
No pledge or promise was ever asked ; it was taken
tor granted each individual would gladly share in
the necessary work. The wish to join was taken as
evidence of sincerity. But, alas, this proved not to
be so. Reluctantly, we were forced to abandon the
communal living and land cultivation, which did
not thrive on such amateurish labour. The burden
of the work, both domestic and on the land, was
borne by the few original colonists., Therefore,
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

individual [‘Jinm were decided upon, to be cultivated
bv the holder for his own usc, the |L*~.[“JtH‘hliJl|l* - tor
lmnu.hn; his sustenance resting on his own éf Horts.
This acted as a purce, and some straightway left
considering the arrangement ™ uuhrnrhuh " Money
relations with the outside world became necessary,
for we began to build little homes, which were ‘
rated and tithed.

Each person solved this problem in his own way,
usually working for some farmer as a day labourer.
I may say here that under communism we never
solicited hL]p —or expected it. Small cheques occa-
sionally came from sympathisers , but our aim was to
live on our produce, some never touching any food
they had not er‘f. n tht:mu]xu [t was in the eyes
of outsiders mere existence, but we considered we
liv ‘L“l

After the plot system was dev Llu[‘u.a.l we found 1
Necessary to ev olve some kind of community con-
trol ; at first, very vague. Monthly meetings were
held, but there was no force behind any decisions of
the (dnlumi However, majority rule hw. voting was
later decided upon. Tt‘r supplement the land work,
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Handicrafts were introduced: weaving, leather
work, sandal making and high-class furniture, the
last two being still carried on. A hall was also

built, entirely by voluntary labour and monetary
contributions for socials, dances, plays and lectures.
The Colony has had a chequered career, community
life recently being rendered almost impossible chiefly
on account of the entirely different calibre of the 1
late comers, some appearing merely desirous of
obtaining land for nothing, and then absolutely dis-
regarding the social claims of the Community. |
think our mistake was that we imagined we could
jump straight into a system of pure voluntarism
from inside the Capitalistic system, missing out the
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WHITEWAY COLONY

nceessary intcervening steps of Socialism leading to
Communism. Many generations need to be edu-
cated on these lines before the real philosophic
Anarchism, wherein man is fit and able to be a law
unto himselt, can be established.
As one of the first colonists, having lived on the
Colony tor 37 years, all I can say is that here I have
been able to live a happy, useful, simple life, and that,
had 1 my time over again, I would ask nothing better
than to do the same again, that is, provided there
were the same fine disinterested group of people
that we had in the beginning.

NELLIE SHAW
Whiteway Colony,
Colswold, Gloncester.
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Sta pleton— The Brotherhood
Church and its Colony

HE Brotherhood Church was founded nearly

forty years ago, but it was not until rgzr1 that
it was able to start a * colony ” on the land.
Most Churches are sectarian, 7.e., they embody only
a portion of the Christian teaching in their preach-
ing, but the Brotherhood Church has endeavoured
to avoid this sectarianism by recognising that the
whole of Christ’s teaching must be taken as the basis
of a Church, and that there can be no hard and fast
rules of membership which seem to be necessary in
a * corporate ”’ organisation, but which at the same
time create barriers against those who are of the
Spirit of Christ but may be in another sect.
The object of the Brotherhood Church in securing
land, was to be able to dedicate that land wholly to
the service and jurisdiction of God. E x-unhur:h
realises to some extent that the methods of Christ,
and the methods of the State, of legal authority, are
vastly different, but few rr::iim, that the two repre-
sent an absolute antithesis. The methods of
coercion are anti-christian, and in consequence the
Brotherhood Church has ﬂlu. ays refused to recognise
the State and its coercion, and has put a moral
standard in the place of a legal standard. It seeks
to retain the freedom which Lhrht and the martyrs
won for us, and which we have to keep on winning.
It further rights, within its own organisation and i
its relation to the outside world, principles of eco-
nomic justice, and does away with those monopolis-
tic charges of Rent, Interest and Profit particularly,

_.'5H:

:‘-H‘L'-L" gl T L4 B - T b e H 3 o i o sl

=L
bk . ri-4=1 R e s ' PR ] g | - "
#ial bt -—u.n-_._u.u_uﬂghmhm-mmmﬁl;m_r,._ﬁﬂp ol R = oty r;;_ =4Skl WSHR S Sl L MRS LS RS A ) =

i




Al | TN PR LI e 11 F, —— i) g [ ""H"""—r "E-l"‘--l-l-ll'—' e Tl T o e A [T el ey e
= x . Lt LA o] et

e i LR

STAPLETON COLONY

by which the State enslaves the workers of the
country in the lntLrEE-t‘?- {:nt th*_ I'.'!I'i‘ﬁ.’lIE.'.”L(] classes.

Morally speaking, man can only be responsible for

what he can personally control, and therefore it is
true to say that he can live in r.u'::h a community as
this without any compromise.

The Brotherhood Church seeks to establish the rule of

Christ in the lives of 1ts members, and refuses to toler-
ate the control of the coercive State over its actions.
The Brotherhood Church has never sought to prose-
Iytise, it secks to act as a leaven, and :.mm.qun.mh
it cannot claim a hlrgL number of members practising
its principles, but its life and teaching have had
quite considerable effects, and by willingness to
endure to the end under persecution, its community
have established their freedom from State and local
government interference in many directions.

‘\itumih the most harassing of problems has been
that of finance. ‘The refusal to submit plans to the
local coercive authority has led to the loss of three
houses, These were destroyed by the authority,
not because they were badly built, but because the
Church would not acknowledge the authority’s
claim to interfere in a matter which concerned them
alone. As one prominent newspaper pointed out,
the action taken under an Act “ to better wurkimj—
class housing ” had resulted in the owners of pet-
fectly good houses being made homeless, and it

strongly criticised the authorities for acting out of

the spirit of the Act. As a matter of fact, such is the
blindness of those who wield coercive power, that
they overstepped the legal bounds as well as the
moral ones, and conclusively proved our case that
they were not in power for people’s good, but to
graufy their tyrannous predilections. Naturally we
did not take action against them, but we have with-
held rates since that time as a protest.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

The right of the Church to control its own education
without seeking the consent of the State has also led
to difficulties. This persecution has been over-
come, but education does present difficulties in a
small community without financial resources to pay
for private schooling, but these difficulties are being
dealt with as they arise. Any practical help in this
connection would be appreciated.

We have no * plans  for the future, except to carry
on, taking no thought for the morrow, but to do
the work (and there is plenty of it) which is at hand.
Naturally this does not mean that we do not think
about our work, it means that we are prepared to
face new problems as they arise and settle them on
Christian principles.

Our material activities consist in cultivating our
land, we have one greenhouse only, continuing our
knitting industry (which we used to support our-
selves by before we got land), and in keeping bees.
We have about 5o colonies of bees at present, and
are endeavouring to make this line more prominent.
We have been hampered in this by lack of capital,
and have built up all the equipment, from a couple
of hives.

We would welcome the interest of any individual in
our work and propaganda. The help one might get
naturally depends on a variety of factors. Particu-
larly with regard to work, would we welcome interest
taken 1n our knitting industry. We have seven
machines and do nothing but good quality socks,
stockings, and knitted garments. |

We have published leaflets and pamphlets from time
to time dealing with Christian principles in relation
10 tf‘lpitﬂl EUbeEtH. We :;hrmld be E_l:ili to send
inquirers some, and should be glad to get in touch
with other communities. |

The Brotherbood Church,
Nla ‘}‘)rJr'f on, Yor £S5,

A. G. HIGGINS.
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The Unemployed—Hope of a
New England '

HERE are some ot us who believe that the

unemployed are the real hope of a new England:
and that the sufferings—through which they are
now passing will prove to be a long, dark tunnel,
leading out into daylight and hope, not only for
themselves but for many others.
In order to show that this is not a mere fancy, I
want to describe some of the Production-for-Use
co-operative land-enterprises now being run by
unemployed men. I know a little about them,
because for some six or seven vears 1 have been
engaged in the work of trying to get teams of
students, schoolboys and (more recently) school-
girls to help these unemployed groups in what is
often a very hard job—that of getting rough land
under cultivation. In the unemployed groups there
1s always a percentage of men unable to work their
own 1?-lul as a result of malnutrition, old age
accident ‘whliwt still in work, or other umllsu re: hnl’h
The student teams dig [hur piur*-. for these men.
They live two by two in the men’s homes, and thus
get to know the pmh]em of llE'lLlTl[“JIH‘-.IHLﬂII from
within. In the case of the girls’ teams a certain
amount of time is spent on land-work ; but hel P Is
also given with the children, by running plm centres.

First of all, then, an ordinary allotment association
tor unemployed men. I will choose Burnley, under
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HOPE OF A NEW ENGLAND

the shadow of Pendle Hill, from which George Fox,
the tounder of the Quakers, saw his vision of a great
people to be gathered. He might see that vision
still ; for there are some 8,000 un:.mp]m ed people
in P}urnlu alone, and th-::-uH:md-; more in the neigh-
bouring towns. We had a team of students there
last September, helping a few of these unemployed
men to work their 300 square y ard plots. It isn’t
much eround; but if it is well worked, it will
bring In an average fourpennyworth of extra food
to the family larder for every day of the ycar. One
of the men with whom we were working said to me,
“I'm often so hungry, I could eat this grass.’
Another told me that the job he used to be doing
in a paper factory, and with it the jobs of twenty-
nine other men, are all being done now, owing to
the introduction of new machinery, by one girl who
has just lett school.

Then the quarter-acre allotments. They bring in,
if they are well worked, something like Elﬂrht or
nine shillings worth of extra food per week. 1
remember a place in one of the Welsh coal-valleys,
where not long ago we were co-operating with a
splendid group of men in getting such quarter-
acres under weigh. They had had their poultry
some time ; Im:.l one of them took me into his
larder, during a tea-party to which he invited me,
and showed me a fine bowl of eggs on a shelf, and
a huge sack of potatoes on the floor. He said to
me, ‘‘ The chief terror of being unemployed was
the feeling of insecurity, but since I’ve had my plot
I’'ve begun to feel secure. With those eggs and
those potatoes, 1 feel I'm safe for the winter.”
Then the five-acre schemes, which are being started
rapidly in various parts of the country under the
auspices of the Land Settlement Association. They
consist of co-operative groups of about thitty men,

43



] i L P P T -
i L et s Tt it gl A S |
= L3 o —_—— R mdarnm

5 o R
Sk

e T e e o R | el & bl pt S
o 0tk |y oy e

— Ed i g 1w e - w T Rk T —— — — -
4 .:‘_. |_l"lrl. : TE T T i L1 e —— FRHE e iy ' —.| — .._.l._-I.IJJ.'rI'_J.l.:m.IIT_-.-II—I-_::IJ.

4 =~ T e =
HEFSR g | o edemitg L 0 Ml bt [t = PPy o g g o s | [Fhe— i i A R 1

COMMUNITY IN BRITAILN

settled on contiguous five-acre plots. There 1s a
central farm, where the Warden lives. He looks
after the breeding of stock, the co-operative buying
and selling, and so forth. He is general adviser
and h:.ler in all manner of ways. The system
seems to combine the best of two worlds—the
individualist and the collectivist. There are all
manner of social and educational amenities provided
at the central farm : a good deal of work is done
together ; and there is the co- operative buying and
selling. On the other hand, the men work their
own i'rrlc::n:, and if they choose can sell separately.
There is a fifteen-month probationary period, during
which the man’s account is credited with the pro-
ceeds of the working of his five acres. Thus he
starts his life as a small-holder with a well-stocked
plot in full working order and a compact bank-
balance.

In process of time it is hoped that these five-acre
groups will exchange commodities, each group
concentrating on lines of pmduumn especially
suited to the conditions of solil, etc. in its own locality.
Thus a Production-for-Use economy will be built
up, perhaps if all goes well on a nation-wide scale.
The members of these groups become independent
of the “dole” or of public assistance as soon as
they take over their holdings.

To contrast the life of such a settler with the miseries
of the ordinary unemployed family, is to believe that
we may be on the road to the recovery of that
precious thing which we lost centuries ago, a British
peasantry, and on co-operative lines. |

JOHN §. HOYLAND.
Woodbrooke Settlement,
Selly Qak, Birminghan:.
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Jack Hoyland's Work-Camps

E are concerned at this conference with the
needs of society which our various organisa-
tions are designed to All. We want, 1 take 1t, to com-
pare the theoretic foundations of our movements,
and, finding that we have much In common, streng-
then the faith by which we work. Jack J.i'[}‘-,i[lﬂ{.l S
work may be described as mehahumtf the value of
a painnn for unemployment while waiting for
a real remedy which can only be applied h'i. the
government, and secondly as :..mph%l.-:tmf the need
rln the "ﬁ.{.dll‘h\, to do hard manual work for the
itapfmmaul" and thus to begin to learn that
existing society requires a radical change.
Jack 1 Im land was at Brynmawr with Pierre Ceresole
in 1931 when the swimming bath was made ; since

that time he has been arranging for groups of

students to go and live with the families of the
unemployed and help them start allotments and
other work. It is a great advantage being a small
party and living in the homes of the people you are
working with in the day-time. Very little organi-
sing is done. J.H. knows the people who are glad
to have the students or schoolchildren, and he
simply gives their names to the leaders of the parties.
In this way the spontaneity of the meeting 1s kept
and friendships are the more easily made.

Work-camps l‘annldr.., the right environment for
friendships, there is give and take on both sides.
The students give their work but working in a
group of unemployed men and students is far too
much fun to allow the work to count for much. In
return the students get first-hand experience of the
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

people who have to live in the special areas. To
anyone who takes unemployment and indeed indus-
trial areas for granted it is difficult to describe what
these expeditions have meant to some of our people.
You have to imagine a boy at the impressionable
age of 18, grown up perhaps in a market town of
southern England, where the type of environment
15 best indicated by the fact that churches are the
most outstanding buildings—the landmarks by which
you find your way—suddenly brought into a new
world where factory chimneys, symbols of money
carning, are the landmarks. Prose is inadequate to
express the effect on the boy’s mind of seeing 130
factory chimneys at the same time, as you can when
you stand on Oldham edge. Keats’ sonnet about
- stout Cortez ** describes an awakening of the mind
such as this. In my opinion it is difficult to exag-
gerate the importance of this educative side of the
wotk. Anyone who is sound in intelligence and
moral sense must leave a work-camp realising that
he has only been applying a palliative to unem-
ployment, and that drastic action must be taken.
Moreover he will be more likely to set about demand-
ing 1t 1n the right spirit if he has been working with
an understanding of the Franciscan attitude which
should permeate all work-camps. 1 hope that the
students become more zealous in their social work.,
and in personal matters catch a glimpse of the fuller
lite men lead when misfortune and poverty Strip
them of their pretentions, and they cease being actors
and become real people. Some wise wit once said
we should all live together as though we were sailors
shipwrecked on a desert island.

tor this less obvious side, the evenings are just as
important as the work during the day. Whether
the evenings are spent seeing mines and factories ot
in singing and chatting in a back-kitchen they are
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JACK HOYLAND'S WORK CAMPS

the better for the work. The work gives the party
a status, and besides there is nothing like m.'ur'r;irlfg
with punp]t for getting to know them. On one
occasion a few of us were introduced to a keen
Trade Unionist and Labour man ; he looked us up
and down with a frown and proceeded to tell us of
the other Oxtord people he had met before, and
exactly why he did not like them. One group had
been Communists who probably told him that he
ought to be a Marxist ; the others had been well-
meaning charity people who had pitied him, and he
had not liked being pitied ; even though he had lost
his father and three brothers in the mines, and was
suffering from lung trouble himself. He only melted
towards us when he discovered that we were work-
ing : work was evidently the open sesame to his
respect. After that he did 2 great deal to help us
and he still writes to say how things are going. On
that work-camp we were a group of five helping an
unemployed club start a co-operative coal level.
They had begun in the wrong place and had wasted
three I'I]Dﬂthb work.
Allotments are by no means the only work suitable
for these camps ; it has been with these same parties
that I have visited both Hilda Chapman’s Challenge
Centre and the Cotswold Bruderhof. In particular
must be mentioned the camps abroad ; these began
with the large camp near Vienna for um.ml*ricm,d
cotton-spinners in 1935.  The reply to those w ho ask
how to make pacifism constructive is that they might
very well help in one of these camps. Since that
time groups have worked in Sweden, Denmark,
France, Spain and other countries.
In Lﬂd]ﬂﬂ I should like to say what a privilege it
has been knowing Jack Hoyland, and for myself I
can say that this work has been one of the most
valuable parts of my education.

NICHOLAS GILLETT.
f}"-;frﬁ ?“ff . 47
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Grith Pioneers—some
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vxperiences of a Community

RITH Pioneers, originally known as Grith Fyrd

(two daxon words meaning “ Peace Militia ™)
was sponsored and established by a social move-
ment of wide sympathies, the Order of Wood-
craft Chivalry. It was the outcome of a course of
lectures held under the auspices of the Order in
August, 1931, entitled *“ The Tactics of Peace; a
Contribution.”
The concern of those lectures and the objects of
Grith Fyrd was a p{“}'qirix't‘ contribution to the
problems of Pacifism. The sponsors were impressed
with the impossibility of merely discarding a mechan-
1sm which has for so long pi;h ed such an IITIIHJ'FFEHT
role in human evolution as the institution of warfare.
]"hr:} felt that p.iuhht propaganda, for the most pﬂrl'
was too negative and will necessarily fail until :
substitute for war is found, great r_nuuwh to captivate
young men no less than Ihu have been captivated
iﬂ Lht: glories of war. As was so aptly quuru‘] by
our f!hi chairman from the writing of Kathleen
Green: * We want many thm,c_g. when we are young,
but the last thing we want is safety. . . . It is to
the credit of human nature that it cannot be
frichtened off things. . . . A great deal of non-
sense has been written about the © animal lust for
war,” but the fact remains that there is an element in
man which likes discomfort and sacrifice and dan ger,
and the ]'H}pL of glory, and a cause on earth for whuh
we might have died.”
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GRITH PIONEERS

On the other hand, we cannot continue with the
institution of warfare. It has become too huge, too
ugly and unmanageable, even for those romantics
whose wistful reveries dwell on glories of bartles
and the sword.

S0 our first camp was established in March 1932 at
Godshill in the New Forest. There were no
amenities to welcome the piloneers, they felled timber
from the camp site to construct their first, rough
slecping and living shelters. Vegetable cultivation
tollowed at once, and after that the practice of various
handicrafts, carpentry, weaving, etc,, added to an
alrcady busy programme. Recreational activities

a distinction more conventional than applicable to
the camp—took the form of discussions, play-
reading, cricket and football, classes and B.B.C..
listening groups, and adventurous long-distance
hikes. No work was undertaken which might
undercut outside labour : on the contrary, members
were encouraged (o seck distasteful and “ unprofit-
able ™ tasks by which they could serve and Impress
the outside world. Since our general aims were to
engender self-reliance, the members were left very
much to their own resources ; since we wished to
Increase physical fitness and manual dexterity, they
were encouraged to furnish themselves with all
requirements, and the consequent primitive aspect
of the camp was, indeed, welcomed for its own
hardening effects; and everything was done to
provide an envitonment in which members could
best work out their own salvation.

It was by this programme that we hoped to surmount
those practical difficulties of holding together a
group without the bond of fear and conflict, and to
satisfy in a constructive manner our aggressive and
combative propensities, and our desire—too often
exploited for evil ends—to make a dramatic sacrifice
for the motherland.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

1932 was a year of great unemployment, and more
and more we found our personnel consisting of
young men rejected through industry’s dmumthm;ﬁ
needs. We became a welcome constructive con-
tribution to the problems of unemployment, so soon
after our beginning, that our original aims of Peace
were jostled into the l,mLLgrnuml. As a result,
increasing prosperity decreased our usefulness as a
reconditioning camp and lost us some of that public
support which was still essential to our ideals. We
are now in a position of having to recapitulate our
original ambitions, anxious to make contact with a
small group of young men who would be willing
to join in working out the technique of constructive
adventure. That means more than living in a camp :
it involves the achievement of a method by which a
group could successfully accomplish its purpose
without strong external compulsion.

We have not failed to learn lessons from the experi-
ment. We have seen how men will work unceas-
ingly on a private hobby, yet partake only half-
heartedly in an equally attractive group task. Men
who have never enjoyed freedom and who are given
self-government invariably try to use their freedom
in the first place to enslave others as they themselves
have been enslaved, or else to become parasites on
the group. We have had to tolerate that kind of
anti-social conduct for a considerable time, and have
learned to wait with friendly interest the period
when members can stand without a strong emotional
stimulus either of fear or ftavouritism, and work
steadily at a task with pleasure and a full compre-
hensive satisfaction.

J. NORMAN GLAISTER
Grith Pioneers,
Camberwell, London, S.E.
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An Unemployed Adoption
Plan

N December, 1935, we began to correspond with
Iﬂu‘: tamily of an unemployed miner in Black-
wood, Monmouthshire. I was not altogether enthu-
siastic about this adoption scheme ” before we
began in this way, but almost immediately this
method of hLIPIﬂU Rtfi‘m.d to me to be one of the
best possible
Our two families soon became friends-the children
especially showed a greatr interest in each other,
which was heightened when we visited our friends
in the summer of 1936. We sent what presents we
could afford and, little by little (for we are not wealthy
ourselves), tried to replace their possessions, such
as sheets and blankets, which had fallen to pieces
from age and use. We sent things that would
seem worthless to socleties— children’s comic papers,
tallen apples, an old gas iron—but often these
apparently valueless trifles were appreciated beyond
measure. For instance, the apples let the children
have an All Hallows’een party |
Altogether, the whole idea seemed to me such a
complete success that I thought it might be worth
writing to The Times about it, | dld so and an
extract from my letter was published on December
8t h l[]_%{')
ﬁritﬁ}', the result of that letter was that, to my
knowledge, between 60 and 70 families were
“adopted 7 in time for Christmas, some directly
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

through me and others thmugh Messrs. Lingtord,
a BIHIIHI‘I Auckland firm in touch with all the Social
Service work done in their neighbourhood, which
had a letter in The Times two or three days after
mine, saying that they could supply names and
addresses of suitable families. A later letter, pub-
lished also in The Times said what an immense amount
of happiness had been brought to almost hopeless
homes.

The success of this made me determine to write to
every possible newspaper, asking people to * adopt °
families, however little they could send, and through-
out this year | have written to a fresh newspaper
every three or four weeks, including The Morning
Post, The Daily Telegraph, and The Observer (twice
each), and The Sunday Times, Spectator, Daily Mail
and News Chronicle. People who have seen my
letters have written to their own local papers too

I have had letters trom all over the country, tlnm
people eager to help, and even from hu.lr.:t{.-ri;am_l,
India and Burma—this last, one of my kindest and
most generous ‘- adopters,” who has simply trans-
formed the life and prospects of a poor widow who,
having lost her husband and youngest child in
eleven months, was left with six other children,
three of them delicate, to bring up on a total nr:-t
28s. a week after paying her rent (although her
eldest boy is earning a little). As her husband and
baby probably died partly because of under-
nourishment, there was quite a possibility that the
same fate might betall these three.

One by one, I have got into touch with Settlements,
Nu::ac:n bthuula Councils of Social Service, ciub:.
and individual H}Eiﬂl workers. And as, one by
one, the families they recommend for help get
“ adopted,” they become more and more enthu-
siastic about the results. “ It 1s giving new life to
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AN UNEMPLOYED ADOPTION PLAN

our people.” * The thing that they appreciate most
is the fact that entire strangers do take an interest
in them.” “ You simply cannot imagine the
difterence that it has made to these poor women who
have so little.” “ The kindness and friendliness of
the * adopters * take away any feeling that they are
objects of charity ”—that is the sort of thing that I
hear from one centre after another.

The poor people themselves and their “ adopters
are at least as enthusiastic and I constantly receive
letters saying what a difference it has made—not
always only to the people who have been * adopted.”
Mothers who become friends consult each other on
all manner of things, from birth control to recipes.
But though personal interest is the key to the success
of this form of help, there is no doubt that an
immense amount of material help, more sorely
needed than many people imagine, is given too—at
least 80 per cent. of it, I should say, help that would
not have been given in any form otherwise.
People will take an immense amount of trouble for
people who have become their friends, which they
would not dream of doing for, say the Personal
Service League or any other cause just as good.
The answers to a letter which 1 wrote to The News-
Chranicle a fortnight ago show this. Many of these
letters are from people who have themselves known
unemployment—even now have “ only [z a week ”
or " rubbing along comfortable now on a bit over
L3 a week,” but are really overjoyed by the idea
that now #ey can give the help, for which they
would have been so thankful, to other people having
hard times.

The postage, even, is going to be a struggle for some
of them (one of them mentioned this, but said she
would gii'f: up going to the pictures sometimes),
but 7bey know that the things their babies outgrow
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

will be some use to someone and that if they send
[hL [111[11":: E!.]Lﬁ"i"-u. lves IhL'ﬁ. "-.5".1“ IJL" ‘k"u.'[fl['[h ten T.if'l'lf;"‘i
motre. To me these letters are an inspiration and I
do plead with my whole heart for encouragement
for this kind ot help.

When King Edward was Prince of Wales, he said
that the unemployment problem should be a pet-
sonal matter for each one of us, and 1 believe that
“adoptions ”’ are onc of the easiest ways to make 1t
so. 1 am quite sure that there is an immense
reserve of sympathy to be tapped-—energy waiting
to be converted if people can only be convinced
how /itt/e 1s a help

I do not myself think that letters alone arc enough.
A letter, however kind, i1s rather an empty thing to
a tired mother with cold, hungry, weary children.
A letter accompanied In some warm, if shabby,

clothes, some jam to spread on dry bread and a few
toys means a good deal more, And nearly everyone
who writes say he or she will try to make a special
effort at Christmas.

[ shall be extremely grateful it a little oflicial help
can be given—I do not think that my letters have

caused any Society to suffer and I do know that
hl.lnu:lr::*dw—l"u_th:q'm even thousands—of peoplehave
known some happiness.

Up to the beginning of September, 1937, 1 had
arranged myself roughly 300 ;Idui‘r[it:-n and T/he
News-Chronicle has hmu;hl me offers of help from

nearly 130 more p:.uplc. Some of these have
a.Ln.u.i to “ share ™ the “ adoption  of large families,
but I hope that in another week or two I shall be
able to say that 4oo have been fixed up—this in
addition to 5o odd ** adoptions " arranged by Messrs.
Lingford of Bishop Auckland.*

] r . I | ¥
*the total bas since grown to close on 1000,
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AN UNEMPLOYED ADOPTION PLAN

Lastly, may I say that no one (with the possible excep-
tion of the people who have been helped) is so much
convinced of the value of an ““adoption” as an
* adopter.” Once they get into touch with their
families, they become as keen as possible and many
of them have persuaded their friends to do the same
thing—I have even had the friends of the friends
writing to me | And so it goes on and I hope with
my whole heart that it gy go on for it seems to
me to bring happiness where there would be none.
Now some people object because they say * You
do it to get a kick out of it.” Well—that may be—
but I do assure you that the people who get the
biggest kick are those who learn that after all there
is some kindness left in the world they have found so
cruel. The Warden of a settlement has assured
me that people who get a few useful things with a
nice letter are far happier than those who receive
much more impressive gifts with only a brief note.
The personal friendly /nferest is what everyone
appreciates so greatly. There need be no patronage :
if you could see my letters I don’t think you would
detect any trace of that., Kindliness, as a noble
lord said the other day is the essential element of
human society. Now “ adoptions > spread kindli-
ness like a contagious disease and my great hope is
that the whole country may be infected by it. Eng-
land, I believe, will be a happier place because of it.
BEATRICE LEIGH-CLARE.
* Longshot,”” The Ridgeway,
Guildford, Surrey.
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A Community Fruit Service

T 1s not unusual to see the statement that the

commercial system is irrational, but the usual prac-
tice is to accept its dictates, rational or otherwise.
It 1s impossible to do otherwise,one is told. Just as
one was told that one would be fn;:mpc-llul to serve in
the army. One must earn one’s living : one must
woOrk for a wage : one must pay one’s way—other-
wise one would starve,
[ take the position that, just as it was possible to
rf:t*uqc to serve in the army, so it is possible to

efuse to accept any irrational system—the commer-
L]‘tdl system, for instance. Further that, just as our
refusal to accept military service hrmmht us moral
and practical support, so in the same way one could
be hopeful of support in refusing to accept the
commercial system.
Sometimes it is assumed that only poor people are
dissatisfied with the present social order. The Pro-
portion of people who take an intelligent and a\m
pathetic interest in the Community Fruit Service at
Bleadon in Somerset is about the same in the various
crades of society. It is much more the type of
mind than social position that is the deciding factor.
Some poor people are ethically minded, some are .
not, and the same is true of other classes. If the
poor were in general ethically minded and acted on a
high ethic, riches and poverty would disappear.
The poor are so many that they would be able to
remove by mutual service the curse of riches : thev
would automatically refuse excessive service to the
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A COMMUNITY FRUIT SERVICE

rich. The few are rich because the many put aside
mutual service as their criterion. 1 am assuming
that riches and poverty are equally bad. They both
assume an attitude to life that is not freely co-opera-
tive. Our scheme of things is an attempt at that
free co-operation.

For some years, with a few friends, I have been
making an attempt to work out the pacifist idea into
daily life on somewhat unusual lines. The method
of the Community Fruit Service, which is what we
call our concern, is very different from the normal.
Production is for usec and, further, distribution is
according to need. Consequently, nothing is sold.
[ ignore the cash nexus—the means to command-

and [ expect to be served on the same basis. The
idea is essentially onc of mutual service.

The Community Fruit Scrvice has been going on
now for more than ten years (it was started in 1926)
and we get sufficient co- f}]wratlnn to be able to carry
on fairly well, although there is a definite need of
adult labour. I myself do not use money, but those
who co-operate with me do use it. My sisters keep
the household going.

A grocer friend cycles from Bournemouth most
hf.‘.llldd}‘w during which he works strenuously in the
garden. He says it does him more good and gives
him more satisfaction than a normal holiday. By
the co-operation of another friend we have the use of
a car for delivery at any time when necessary.

Another friend will come from the other side of

England to help with the delivery and distribution in
the busy time (he has a car) or perhaps will take
charge while I am away.

We are working about three acres of land, the crops
being apples, strawberries, raspbe rm-ﬂ}pluzm,r,rape:-,
tomatoes, green peas, beans and other fruits and
vegetables. The idea is to produce what can best
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

be produced to serve the children of the district.
The children of the village come at any odd hours—
just when they feel inclined : they go when they
teel inclined—generally taking something home w ith
them.

We get useful help from the children in the lighter
work ; they pick most of the strawberries, raspberries
and plums. Also beans and peas. Picking fruit is
always popular with the children—we sometimes
have sixty children on the ground, but more often
a dozen or so at picking time. In one way and
another the village children take an appreciable
part in the work of the concern and they have an
appreciable part of the produce—that is, they are
served first and most often. Children come also
from the surrounding villages and from Weston-
super-Mare. Sometimes their school-teachers bring
them, and the garden has established itself as part
of the life of the village. Riding the horse for
horse hoeing is almost as popular as fruit picking
with the village boys and, to get a chance, they do
their best at it. The children ate taught to swim
and camps are arranged for them. ¥

Baskets of produce are taken to local schools as the
children come out—other portions are sent to homes
whete circumstances are particularly hard, Further
afield, loads of fruit and tomatoes are taken to
chlldrcn’s homes, hospitals and orphanages. As far
as possible it is seen that the children 4z receive it.
Most of the c‘h']drt‘n at [h-: village school are from
poot homes per week av erage. The
few who are more {{‘.rmﬂrrrzbl' oft f?c:-m.r:llh take
what there is going and it doesn’t matter. Most of
the children who come to help are the children of
farm labourers and others of the working class-
there is no quutmn as to the desirability of serving
them well, that is there is no question if one accepts
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A COMMUNITY FRUIT SERVICE

the proposition that the causes of war must be re-
moved and a2 new structure must be erected whose
foundations and ﬂ'-:pr{:sr-:inﬂ will be the unirj. ot
mankind. I take that to include the idea that chil-
dren —all children—would be served as we can best
serve them. How else could they be expected to

believe in the unity of mankind
BERT |. OVER.

Community Fruit Service,

Jr';"l" .':’;L.' Ef.l FIersel
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Community Service in Salford

HE Challenge Centre at Salford was formed

at the desire of adopting bodies in Sussex
sponsored by the Bishop of Chichester and a small
committee, Its object was to cover unemployed
women 1n dalford : two men’s centres being already
sponsored by the same group (both of the latter
closed down within two years, or so).
A year or more ago the Challenge moved off the
basis of women members only and now caters for all
groups of the community though naturally we are
only at the outset of this larger work. Knowing
that no family can live a full life on the dole, U.A.B.
or P.A.C,, it has tackled the clothing problem as an
impmtanr and basic need of cevery untrﬂp]nyud per-
son. It could not tackle allotment work, as it is
situated in a congested slum area. All goods are
distributed to members only, using time as the ele-
ment of exchange instead of cash. The real value
of things thus distributed has been found to equate
with the overhead cash expenditure in running the
experiment (about [soo per annum). Time is
spent by each member (¢) on work done in L.E.A.
classes (from which all articles are drawn into the
general stock, and distributed alongside the dis-
carded wearables from the general public) ; (&)
cleaning the Centre; () canteen work; (d)men’s
crafts ; (¢) simple work done at home on materials
not usable in the L.E.A. groups; (/) simple drama ;
(£) general work as occasion demands. A little social
work 1s added for evenings in the Winter. A boys’
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COMMUNITY SERVICE IN SALFORD

and a girls’ club has recently been started (ages
10-14). A W.E.A. class on Language has also
recently started, for members and others.

How far has the Group achieved its ends ? Satis-
factorily as far as helping the clothing problem is
concerned during severe unemployment. Unsatis-
factorily in driving home the need for physical,
mental and spiritual effort on the part ot members
themselves so that there 18 a combination ot effort in
fellowship.

Problems are legion! They are the normal state ot
life under the present conditions of work. They
are concerned with all these difficulties: (1) the
failure to break down apathy and suspicion so that
there is a full complement of members always; (2)
discontinuity of membership for various reasons ;
(3) personal relationships which do not develop
along right lines; (4) deterioration of personality
through slum-life; (5) fatlure to convince the
‘ powers that be” of the need to allow sufficient
time for growth, money, decent materials, decent
premises. The work must always be planned in
faith, however, for long -:h:vc?npn"l{‘nr (6) The
Jocal authority in a slum area such as Salford cannot
be expected to be sympathetic and lend whole-
hearted support. Much phihﬂrhrnplr work is there-
fore done here, there and everywhere, not always
wisely. The churches cannot help as they meet
precisely the same problems in the same sort of
situation, but with a denominational one in addition.
Finally thrL is a feeling of resentment against any
adupHnL l}t}dh which feeling is intensified when the
body feels it is time to withdraw its support.

What ate the plans for the future? Ideally to
continue to build upon the distribution system,
plans for an all-round community settlement for day
and evening activities for employed as well as

03
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

unemployed, despite the insecurity of tenure.  Actu-
ally unless there is some great national effort to deal
with the whole situation adequately, our four years’ of
colossal effort and drive, will come to a bitter end in
about a year’s time, leaving the human problem still
unsolved, as has happened in hundreds of experi-
ments already, many of which have been sound and
worthy of continuation. One other possibility
remains—that of linking the work with that of a
junior occupational centre providing meals in line
with the new suggestions, which would give the
background of added security. _

How far might other groups assist the development
of these plans? Not at all unless planned on a
national basis, similar to but larger than the Friends’
Allotment Scheme which cannot touch such areas
as Salford. A national plan on a time-service basis
1s telt to be a practical and a sizable project, but there
1s more interest in the impractical problem of arma-
ments and a correspondingly greater expenditure o
wastage than would be incurred by the right use of
the present wastages of materials and personalities.
One pound sterling’s worth of unwanted materials
from every manufacturer in the country would cover
the craft side of such a scheme, and industry would
be shouldering one of its rightful responsibilities.
In what ways could individuals, interested in com-
munity work but not attached to any group, be
helpful 7 Only by making a thorough study of the
problems of waste, and following it up. Individuals
nearby could make a better effort with regard to
such little voluntary service as it is possible to render,
Individuals at a distance could chiefly help by propa-
ganda or political work, but either must be based on
Christian foundations. If the latter is exchanged
for humanitarianism, it necessarily involves the
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COMMUNITY SERVICE IN SALFORD

application of dictatorships, or force either obtru-
sively or otherwise. The most perfectly planncd
scheme must hn:mqu fail in the power of apprecia-
tion of ““ super ” human values, until such time as
its spiritual life is stirred into activity. Only the
clear understanding of the Christ ideal used for a
standard of working comparisons, will save the

situation. People are afraid of speaking of the

Christ ideal. Give it another name if you will, and
if you can find an equivalent so full of living com-
pthLnaum but recognise as Nicholas Berdyaes
does in his Fate of Man in the Modern World, or his
Destiny of Man, where the important final link lies.

HILDA CHAPMAN.
Lhe Challenge Centre,
Salford, Lancs.
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Cmnmunitg-' Work in
Mid-Rhondda

OMMUNITY HOUSE at Trealaw started from
Crhe clear conviction that the world’s need and
Christianity’s gift was a social order in which men
were one family. We were broken in diverse
and often hostile groups, and our miseries were due
to the breach of fellowship. What was needed was
that the world should see what we meant when we
talked of Fellowship—and that could be done only
by deeds. The dream then was a House that might
be the incarnation of a new life together; for it is
together that the true meaning of the Kingdom of
God is to be revealed. This life was to be, on the
one hand, the answer to those who fhl“t'ngcd the
Church from the ground of economic materialism,
and, on the other lmnd the incarnation of our com-
mon devotion to our Lord, and of our common
effort to serve the present age. It is the monastic
ideal without the segregation of the monastery, at
once an expression of our fellowship and a means of
serving our fellow-men in all the variety of their
needs—Dbelieving that all human needs are religious
nceds. '
The House is maintained to give a corporate example
of Christian Social PTIH[‘IP]{‘ by the practice of
Christian Fellowship in prayer, in the use of arts, in
work, in reading and recreation, and in an endeavour
to hridLE the gulf between classes of people and in
any other }11’1&.‘\{, ot life. It also provides temporary
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COMMUNITY WORK IN MID-RHONDDA

living accommodation for Christians of other neigh-
bourhoods, and of differing social status to meet in
conference ; and for members of the Youth Hostel
Association to meet in friendship with each other
and with people of Rhondda. Nearly 200 visitors
have stayed in the House this year, including many
from other countries. The use of the chapel has
encouraged prayer. The library has given facilities
tor study, particularly of social subjects, religion and
pacifism. Reading has been supplemented by regu-
lar discussion groups. The gymnasium and tennis
court have provided opportunities for recreation,
and the latter has also been used as an open-air stage.
The yearly camp of a week’s holiday and study has
been instrumental in deepening our fellowship.
Crafts such as bookbinding, weaving, and em
broidery are being taught. Instruction has been
given in printing, cookery, folk-dancing,community
singing, and carpentry. The garden has been culti-
vated and used as a Garden of Fase. Volunteers
have carried out cleaning and redecoration, and have
cvery year made toys in the carpenter’s shop as
gifts for unemployed families.

Our achievement is neither in the number of articles
we have made, nor in perfection of work, although
that is our aim; it is in the free giving of unpaid
services.  Qur significance is in the spirit of friend-
ship, which is springing up between old and young
employed and unemployed, those who have had few
or many advantages. We begin to belong to each
other. With this growing unity is a more pressing
sense of obligation to our neighbours.

Increasing unemployment and poverty have handi-
capped us by lack of financial resources. The House
which was rebuilt by a group mainly of unemployed
volunteers is in need of considerable repair. Our
problem also, to maintain and deepen fellowship has
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

arisen from the continual forced exodus of many of

our keenest members to find work in other districts.
Not least was the removal of our founder, at a time
when we were still unprepared to shoulder our
practical and spiritual responsibilities.
For the future our thoughts turn more insistently
to some attempt at living together in this House, in
simplicity and sharing. This would be a new venture
and we should certainly need directing crmdqm:e
from other groups such as the Bruderhof who ar
already achieving a communal life, and who h:nc':
already shared some of their idealism with us.
Individuals may help us through correspondence with
our members, through visits to the House, or staying
with local families, and through orders for craft,
bookbinding and so on.
Our Chapel has been called the Heart of this House.
Our House can live more fully as it discovers God
through prayer. Both individuals and groups can
help us, and we can help you by this gift of prayer.
Together we can find a way out from our Rhondda
industrial problem, the warfare of the coal industry,
and the crueller warfare of unemployment.
To banish such injustices is to be very near finding
world peace.

MARGERY PARKER-GRAY.
Trealaw,

Rhondda, S. Wales.
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(fﬁmm.u.n.fi)--' in the Fast End
of London

(fHE COMMUNITY OF THE WAY)

already know of the needs that, rather more
than two years ago, challenged a little group of us
to seck a new way of life, but to some the events
preceding the birth of this little community, may
still be unknown.
We were a fellowship of men, with the exception of
myself, drawn together by 2 common need and seek-
ing to discover a purpose for our lives. A number
of our members had suffered unemployment over a
long period of years, and were continually faced not
only with semi-starvation but with a feeling of utter
hopelessness. There was no place in life or society
for them and what was worse, no future for them-
selves or for their children—and nowhere had they
found an answer to their quullmmlg
A sense of the futility of life under existing conditions
also marked the outlook of the men who were in
regular employment. They worked long hours and
in some cases could only eke out a mere existence for
their families—and to what purpose? As young
men thf:} had set out upon life with high hopes and
unswerving enthusiasm, had allied themselves to one
political party or another in the hope of making
some contribution to a new order of society, only
to find their efforts accompanied by bitter dis-
illusionment.

MOHI’ of you to whom this talk is addressed,
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COMMUNITY IN BERITAIN

For a long time we talked of these things and after
many d:‘nj.‘ a glimmer of hope was restored to us and
there dawned the realisation that no order of society
created by man, embodying only economic and social
reforms, could herald the Kingdom of God on earth,
[t was God’s gift to mankind that could only find
expression in its fulness in the hearts of men and
women who were selfless enough and pure-hearted
enough to receive it. In Christ’s way of life alone
lay the whole answer to our need and only in His
peace was there healing for the nations.

We began to study His life and message in relation
to our own i"rtl}}_}!LITLH and it became puh:f:[h clear
that there was no other way, save to follow Him.
‘ But it can’t be done in our life * said one man, “ we
would lose our job straight away, The best we can
do is to try it out in our spare time.” “‘ But that
doesn’t work ”* said another, while a third retorted,
“The Bible 1sn’t for the likes of us, it was written
by blokes in colleges ! ”

Such was the toundation upon which we had to
build. We tried to find help and encouragement
from the records of the early church and we read—
“ All that believed were tHIEILEhL[' (ot one heart and
of one soul) and had all things common and sold
their possessions and goods and parted them to all
men, as every man had need . . . and breaking
bread from house to house did eat their meat with
gladness and simpleness of heart, praising God.”
Here lay an answer—a life of love and brotherhood
in community. Some of us would work towards
that. Could we seek together such a way of life in
Bow 7 No, we thought, not in its entirety. We
must move out to the country, near the things created
by the hand ot God, where we could sow and reap
and rejoice in honourable toil, where we could
create things of beauty with our own hands for the
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COMMUNITY IN EAST LONDON

use and service of men—and where together we

could share a life of communion with God.

This life was not to be in any sense an escape from
reality but, we hoped, an answer to the gravest
pmbhn‘ with which the world is faced today—the
art of living together. If men could learn its *-.an,r
they would hold the key not only to personal, but
to national and international pmblems Together
we worked and planned. There were two un-
employed families, a single man, a boy of thirteen
who had asked if he mjg_,ht join us, an old shepherd
and his wifewho were anxious to help if we could find
a small farm, and Judith Honegger from Switzerland.
So the summer months of 1937 saw us hunting for a
suitable home for a little company of twelve, seven
adults and five children, not including the shepherd
and his wife, because by this time we had decided not
to undertake the responsibility of a farm immediately,

but to find a temporary place, suitable for a year or
two. We finally found a house in Well End, Bucks.
[t was originally a 17th-century inn with a forge
adjoining and a nice garden. Although it was a
place with possibilities, it would never hmfe sufficed
for a permanent home, but very soon the old inn
with its lantern over the door way became symbolic
to us of that glad night almost two thousand years
ago, when the stable of an inn gave shelter to the
Son of God. But very soon we were to learn that
God had other plans for this little company who
would aspire to follow the way of His Son.

On September 3oth, Judith and 1 returned to London
alter several weeks’ absence to discover, much to our
dismay, that the last family to join us had suddenly
disappeared from Bow leaving no word or trace
behind. The same day we discovered that the house
agent had also let us down very badly, and the
builders were only just beginning the necessary
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

repatrs, which the agent assured us were being done
weeks previously. We were a forlorn little group
of eight, very uncertain of what the days ahead of
us would bring, but feeling somewhere in our hearts
that the significance of these events would be revealed
to us one day. The Franciscan ideal suddenly be-
came real to Judith and me for the first time in our
lives, as we found ourselves without work, or roof,

or a place in which to store our possessions | This
state of affairs did not continue for very long. One
of the families came to our aid and offered us a room
and a bed and lu'npjmlit\;, while another offered to
store our belongings in their cellar, including LL]UJ.P

ment we had cnll{.uui together for the community.,

Then followed days of intense spiritual darkness.
We were certain that we could no longer pursue the
original plan but for days we were without any light
as to the future.

Then came the realisation that the weakness lay, not
in the ideal but in ourselves—perhaps we were not
yet ready as a group to embark upon a venture that
demanded so much. After some days we felt that
this Divine intervention had probably saved us
from untold difficulties which as a community we
were not yet strong enough to bear—with this
rhuu;ﬁht our despair gave piam to a deep thankful-
ness. e decided to try and work out the ideal a
little more fully in Bow and with more families
before attempting to establish a rural community.

Our life here we hn:‘;pe will embody all the nriunﬂl
ideals, with certain modifications. For instance,
we shall not all be living under the same roof, nor
can we share a common purse (ulth the exception
of Judith and myself]) though it may be pmubh
to work out this ideal as a group later,

We shall keep our original name, the Community of
the Way, in the hope that it will inspire us to the
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COMMUNITY IN EAST LONDON

life of adventurous self-giving, characteristic of the
first disciples—the people of the Way.
Many familics here have welcomed the idea with
enthusiasm and three families apart from the original
group have already joined us. Their help has been
a constant source of encouragement to us durmg
these days of uncertainty and has found expression
in countless very practical ways, from plastering
walls and T{:‘{"{‘Lﬂraﬂﬂ” rooms to supph'iﬂg us with
a host of lovely spring hulbb, to bring us a message of
hope. We know that our community programme
must include time for prayer and study and work,
together with the development of the crafts (spin-
ning, weaving, pottery, needlework, etc.), which had
been a feature of our original p Ilan It would take
too long to tell you now of our plans tor the chil-
dren but these also have their place. For some time
to come we will be responsible for raising most of
the necessary funds to meet the cost of equipment
and materials, rent, lighting, heating, and to meet
the rﬁqpoﬂmhllmeq which will namrﬂlh be laid upon
us with the future development of our work. We
two are hoping to earn enough to cover our personal
expenses, food, clothes and so on through the sale of
our craftwork. We shall endeavour to live as
simply as possible in order that our surplus earnings
may be devoted to the general fund.
In spite of the many difficulties and disappointments
that have ar:-::ﬁmpanl{d the birth of our little com-
munity, we have received a great measure of
‘ ghostly comfort ” and the words of Mother Julian
have been with us continually :(—
He said not—

Thou shalt not be tempested :

Thon shalt not be travailed :

Thou shalt not be affficted :

But He said—
Lhou shalt not be overcome.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

Postscript to the original Paper. After a period of

eight months it is pmmbh, to make a brief summary
of the main streams of development and one or two
important things have become apparent. The heart
of the community is now more clearly defined and
consists ot a small group of people who having
faced all the implications of this way of life are pre-
pared to commit themselves entirely to it and to each
other. The rest of the group are interested and
willing to help but do not feel that they are yet read;
to take the final step.

Community gatherings have been a continual source
of inspiration to us, bringing to light many aspects
of the life of love and brothecrhood. The children
are also realising something of the demands that
this new life makes upon those who pursue it.

The craftwork, upon which the economic basis of
our life rests, has made some progress and includes
spinning and weaving, carpentry, needlework, toy-
making and printing. One word should be said
about the work-room which is the main scene of our
activities, m-:ludmg all our domestic duties. This
room h“iS an amazing capacity tfor housing our many
necessities. It holds a carpenter’s bench, a sewing
machine, a large Danish loom, three spinning-
wheels, a warping mill, a printing press, and numer-
ous shelves, and drawers and cupboards together
with a spacious sink and a fireplace containing a
brazter upon which (until quite recently) cooking,
washing and dyeing of wool had to be performed !
Now our thoughts are turning to the future. Hav-
ing laid the foundations, it is evident that the time
has come for us to seek a fuller expression of com-
munity that will embrace the whole of life and touch
It at every point—spiritual, social, economic and
educational. During the next few I'l'lf‘.lI‘IEhn we hope
to move from Bow and to find 2 home within e asy
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CONMMUNITY IN EAST LONDON

reach of those who most need to begin life again.
The distress of South Wales and Lancashire has been
laid heavily upon our hearts and 1t 15 towards find-
ing a house with ready access to one of these areas,
that our thoughts are now directed.

Meantime life is never monotonous, It alternates
between joys and difficulties, order and chaos,
plenty and poverty, in the realm both of spiritual
and material things, but we are conscious of a new
life struggling to birth, and we cannot but be joyful.

MARY OSBORN.
The Community of the Way,
Bow, London, E. 3.
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Birth of a City Community
Group

(HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM)

ELIEVING that experience gained in life is
the truest means of education, a group of young
people was formed some while ago in one of our
bigger provincial cities for the purpose of giving
service to the community.
The group was known as the Seventy Club after
the seventy disciples. This is the club’s charter ;—
“ And He appointed Seventy, r.rr.rrf sent ﬂ{?e,w Iz:arhb
iwo by two to be messengers of peace and sons of
encouragement. He commanded them to go in all
simplicity, with no money and no pnm fo enter mto
the homes of the people and become their frue friends.
He charged them to bring peace to the household ; to
bind up the broken-bearted; 1o give sight to the
blind ; to strengthen the sick ; and to set at liberty
thase that are oppressed.”
While members engaged in various forms of social
service, a group grew up within the club whose
aim it was to establish friendship with individuals
or families in special need through poverty, illness,
or other trouble. Members visited such homes at
least weekly, and often daily, when the need arose,and
did whatever was most needful. The types of work
done would include- —pl:u'mq with the children,
washing them and putting them to bed, to give the
mother a rest getting meals when the mother was
1l or in hospital-—digging with the husband on an
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BIRTH OF A CITY GROUP

allotment—minding the house while husband and
wife went out together and so on. Through such
work as came most natural, barriers were broken
down and a real triendship was established.

The young people giving this service met regularly
each week to pool their experiences, and thrash out
the many delicate problems small and large which
arose during the work. Here are some of the
practical pr{}l}imna Blind-alley jobs of several of
the boys ; chronic poverty ; an attempt at suicide as
a result of continued unmnplm ment ; the continual
tension between husband and wife and family, the
meaning of frayed nerves ; the inability of a worried
mother to spend her money wisely; the need of
HI‘!L(I‘HL]LH boots and clothes ; what a burial means
in a poor family ; the iniquity of bad housing and
the need for alternative accommodation; the out-
break of infectious diseases; the diFﬁcu}ticﬁ arising
when the bread-winner goes to hospital ; the un-
wanted baby; and so on. These experiences and
many others were the stuff of life which educated the
members of the group into thinking of the need for
community. Here was a University of Sociology in
carnest.

In seeking to solve these problems, the group not
only had to discover what social agencies should be
consulted for help, but also to consider the causes
which gave rise to such injustices. This in turn
caused them to examine not only the Social Problem
but the Christian faith in a new light. Here was not
a class-room discussion, but a life situation of
u T‘L';f. | § L }

It became impaossible, if honesty meant anything, to
discuss the family incomes and needs of those whom
they sought to serve and who had become their
friends, without also discussing their own incomes
and social environment, At almost every point
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

their life was challenged. In two years the group
got further than many people get in a life-time,.
They discovered that a new f;f::u::ﬂl framework and
new spirit were needed and that * Chrstian Com-
munity > was the solution.
The group then entered the second stage and estab-
lished a common pool among its members ; to this
pool each contributed and from it certain of the
more pressing needs of the families were met.
Common meals were plannf:d from time to time,
and as many as fifty to sixty members of the families
came, their ages ranging from two years to seventy.
Each Sunday morning the group also met in the
house of one of its members for breakfast, and this
was followed by worship and discussion.
The tollowing three afhrmations became the basis
of the group :—

1. To seek first the Kingdom of God and His

righteousness.
2. To endeavour to live out all the relationship
of life in the spirit of an unfailing love.

3. To be identified with those who suffer.
The more the group realised the implications of the
gospel of love in human relationships, the more
difficult it became to carry out these affirmations in
the existing economic order. They recognised
that the system itself compelled men, even against
their will, to place their own interests before the
interest of their fellows, and it was therefore incon-
sistent with the Christian gospel.
The third stage was reached when, after much
wrestling and searching of heart, the majority of
the members decided that, as well as working for a
new society, they should attempt to create for them-
selves a new social framework surrendering private
property and private profit. For them, this meant
/iving in community.

B —— ’
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BIRTH OF A CITY GROUP

At length a house was purchased, and seven members
—two day-school teachers ; two clerks, a lawyer and
an older married couple—went into residence. All
except one member continue their everyday occupa-
tion, but the salaries earned go, not to the individual
but to the community. The property is owned
communally. Meals are taken in common and
regarded as sacramental. In this way the com-

munity becomes more available to the needs of

men ; there is an open door to those in need.

The house was taken in the vicinity of a * down
town *” church which it is hoped the community
will be able to serve. All the members realise the
extreme inadequacy of their community life since
it does not include, anyway at the moment, any
means to production. It is therefore very limited
as a community witness. The adventure for them
has only just begun and they wait to know what the

next step will be.
GODFREY PAIN.

Kingstey Hall,
Bow, London, E. 3.

“ The Next Step "—postscript by Lloyd Jones.. The
next step became clear after six months in Birming-
ham together. The Community Group, after hav-
ing spent Easter and W hitsuntide (1938), at the Cots-
wold Bruderhof, soon became convinced that, as
a separate city community, they were unable to offer
a full life to those who came to them in need. Every
day they grew more certain that although the gift
of friendship expressed both in material and spiritual
assistance was part of any Christian witness, yet
these in themselves were not enough. Nothing
less was needed than a complete life-revolution
resulting in the creation by God of a new society.
They knew that the Love of God demanded this of
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

all followers of Christ. Furthermore, as a group,
they longed to be fully united with all those living
this life of complete surrender to God. It was clear
to them that the Bruderhof was actually going this
way, so quite spontaneously and out of a deep con-
viction the two communities became united,
spiritually and economically. At present, therefore,
the old community house in Birmingham is known
as ““ Bruderhof House,” being an outpost of the
larger community in Wiltshire. So that now, as
never before, more people can be not only helped,
but can be actually called out to a new life and prac-
tical work in and for the Kingdom of God. (Jee
page 20 *° The Cotswald Bruderbof—a Christian Conr-
munity,” Eberbard C. H. Arnold).
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Ou f'linefor an Adventure
in Sh a.rin.g
(CAMBRIDGE GROUP)

HE experiment we want to try is a “ Christian

TCmnmunit}' House ” in Cambridge. We want
to start it because we feel strongly that we must do
something actively to express our Christian Fellow-
ship. St. John said: “ Let us put our Love .
(fellowship, brotherhood, sharing) . . . not into
words and talk, but into deeds and make it real.”
In a world which is confronted with the challenge—
“ dee, I have put before you life and death .
choose ”—we want to show that true Christian
Fellowship can mean real life, if only its implications
are sufhciently accepted.
[t hurts us to look round at the world and see that
everywhere, almost, men are putting their hatred,
fear, selfishness, national ambitions, into deeds
and are making them real. QOur Christian Fellow-
ship means a lot to us—we feel it can mean more still
—and will do so, if we are loyal in action, and explore
more deeply the meaning of sonship and brother-
hood.

O Lord, how long

Shall we say we are all brethren,
That we love our Father in beaven,
And our life give it the lie ?

We have read and talked a lot about the various
programmes and suggestions for making our
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

brotherhood real ; we were very much interested
in a letter we received some months ago, about the
stewardship of money. We felt, however, that it
didn’t go quite far enough for us. You see, when
God wanted to save the world, He did not send an
angel two half-days a week ; we mustn’t be satisfied
with brief excursions into the realms of brotherhood,
fellowship and sharing, or with partial relationships.
We must go the whole way, as God did when He
sent Jesus. So with our money ; we want to live
lives in which “ our ” money is not spent in charity,
however well conceived, but in which, for the sake
of the love which links us together, we share as
much as ever we possibly can, and in which that
awful word “ mine ” has been replaced by * ours.”

e

The plan briefly is that a body of people with definite
incomes—the bigger the better because the size of
our family will have to depend on the size of the
total incomes—shall pool their salaries, fix on a
simple standard of living and bring into the house
others who need spiritual or material help. The
house will be first and foremost a Christian home,
although it may also include poeple who, making
no profession of faith, are yet consciously seeking
the way of Christ. We want it to be a centre of
loving service ; a hive of mutual ministry; a little
colony of heaven. We conceive it as a bit of a
settlement, club, guest house, rescue home, con-
valescent home ; just think for a moment of the
tremendous spiritual forces that could be released,
not just to us, but to all Cambridge, from such a
community centre ! Think of the joy of belonging
to such a place where everyone was dealt with accord-
ing to his needs, where Jesus was Lord and we were
cach others’ servants, for Christ’s sake |
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OUTLINE FOR AN ADVENTURE IN SHARING

We need a good-sized house with a garden. A gar-
den seems necessary («) to supply work for some of
the family, and vegetables and fruit for all : we might
even keep hens, bees and a cow—if it would not be
too lonely ; (/) to provide extra sleeping accommo-
dation in th:‘: way ot tents or huts when the house
overflows. The part of the family that is not busy
income-earning will run the house and garden, and
perhaps do some craft work ; we might even have a
little printing press.

And now, atter months of seeking, waiting and hop-
ing, the u::n' has opened up for us. We have taken
a house on a two-year lease, which we hope will be
our Community home. 0111“ family group at the
outset will consist of a retired bank clerk and his
wife ; an unemployed friend with his wife and chil-
dren ; a University graduate who will be with us in
term time, and myself who will be out rmr:hing
during the day. There will be eleven of us in all,
mc]udjrg five children, ages §-10.

It is possible that we may be able presently to form
a local Community Committee from amongst those
in the University and attached to the Churches of
Cambridge. The plan would include a kind of
pf‘ﬂpﬂﬂ:ﬂﬂth centre. But our main job is and will be
to /ive community, and we realise that is going to be
the biggest task of all and that it is also going to be
I} ¢ best kind of propaganda. -

These are the outlines of our adventure in faith
We are looking for others like-minded to join us and
specially for those who are prepared to pool with us
Thc'u substance or their salarics. We want in this
way to be able increasingly to give practical as well as
spiritual help to any in trouble ﬂ"‘ without resources
who wish to join with us and share our fellow HhIP
In so far as more and more of us who * have ”* are
willing to share fully and freely with more and more

&3

GEE = LTIt 24tk s

LA

N e B B ——

4
5
G

L |
|
o

- ‘—T‘_'-_n-'.}ﬂ'—:l—'lil.'-. L S N
e 3 & " L i

el e o %
—h.-':-_-.'-ll"lr-nl.'.itl-w'.' -

SEe L] e

4 e

—
.
e o g

....,
e o ]

Lo B

. = F.".
e N ST

b L

-

__E :-.' -

et

Rl
=

- -
. NN L

‘.-.
g
= e

-.| -
Afie1

T TH e T

S =" :-: .
STy

i

VTR

S

S ‘-_'ﬂ_ i
BN i
gk

Tl | .
=

L b
t, A




r_.in .

L b g s ) i - ISR ORI R b e e A e R ey Yy

e e e T I S i ey e e

CONMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

of us who * have not.” so far shall we all be enabled
t0 grow outwards, inwards and upwards—out-
watds in our numbers and influence ; inwards 1n our
experience and communion ; upwards both as
individuals and as a family towards the * stature of
the whole man in Christ Jesus.”

EMILY KENDREW,
Homerton College,

! N |
Camubridge.
b
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A Community Conference

House

(RIVERSIDE, PARKGATE)

HE community experiment at Riverside,

Parkgate in Cheshire, started at Michaelmas,
1937, has its roots in (rf) one member’s natural
inclination for community life; (#) the Auxiliary
Movement and the Order nf the hlnt*{lﬂ}m (c:‘) Tegla
Cottage, Llandegla, a * happy-go- lui::lqr guest
house, leading up to Riverside.
It 1s one of a2 number of small experiments being
made by people who tfeel that, to live their ordinary
lives, accepting the undeserved benefits that come to
them, without relating them to the ** comfortless
troubles of the needy ” in this and other countries,
is no longer pnqqlhle We believe that the inter-
national and social problems, which threaten to over-
whelm us, cannot be solved hx political action alone,
but that we can begin at once to live out in f«‘.mqll
groups and in all sorts of ways the vision of human
community which we have seen.
Riverside is organised by a small group of people
who are trying to work out their conception of lite
in community and their aims are :(—

(@) to work out an attitude to material possessions
on the principle of the family rather than
economic self-interest ;

(£) to bring together people of different occupa-
tions, creeds, political parties, so that they
may learn from each other and find a fuller
lite 1n a diverse community ;
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

(¢) to afford opportunitics for quiet and for a free
form of worship for those who feel the need of
these things.

“ Friends of Riverside” pay a small yearly subscrip-
tion and use the house as an informal club.

The house aims at being self-supporting but not
at making any profit. During the past year, River-
side has been used considerably for conferences,
retreats and individual visits and has provided
meeting-ground for kindred spirits. Nine club
members and twenty-four house members have just
been enrolled. The three permanent members have
many ups and downs but feel the experiment 1s well
worth while and are surprised at the amount of
encouragement they have received—in some cases
from the most u I'lf:":PLCILd quarters.

Naturally in an experiment of this kind a number of
problems inevitably arise, of which the following
are a selected few :(—

(a) Privacy is to some extent necessary to free-
dom. There must be times and places where
interruption is barred.,

(6) The necessity for responsibility and tor control
must go together. Democracy is not a
question of giving everyone an equal say in
everything. The majority are not always
richt and even a unanimous decision 1s not
necessarily right. There is a2 need for real
single-mindedness.

(¢) Psychological kinks have to be dealt with.
Complete frankness is necessary, but this 18
often very difficult. There is a great need for
psychological advice.

We hope the group of those really committed will
grow. This would mean that we should not all
necessarily live together but we could be resident or
1t as the good of the whole seemed to require.
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A COMMUNITY CONFERENCE HOUSE

Communication with other groups would be a great
help in solving our common problems and a common
voice (e.g. in the press) expressing any particular point
of view would carry far more weight than letters
from any single group.

At the present time we are making a special effort

for peace and have asked those of our friends who

wish to join us in this effort to do the tollowing :-

(@) Sign a form expressing sorrow for the faults

in our national life and a belief that a better
world can be built if all make the effort in a
spirit of forgiveness and understanding.

(b) Wear a badge (a green leaf on a black and white
ground symbolising sorrow, forgiveness, life
and hope).

(¢/) Make some small personal sacrifice for the
cause of peace and justice, for example, reliet
work in this country or in China.

(d) Take some time quiet to unite with others in
the spirit of peace and to find new ways of
expressing that spirit.

MARGARET CORKE.

Riverside,

Parkgate, Cheshire.
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Cell Groups
for Christian Social Action

HERE are we to turn for a Christian Social

Philosophy adequate for our age? How
can we reconcile hunger and love? How can |
love my neighbour as myselt 7 How does the
Gospel of Love permeate the whole of life ?
Systems of so-called individual morality do not
answer these questions. Life is social. Though
individual, we belong to each other. Life also is
dynamic. Static systems of thought do not express
it. Thought must be seen in action. While action
without thought s blind, thought without action is
sterile. New thought forms are demanded. As
Troeltsch concluded a few years ago: “If the
present social situation is to be controlled by Chris-
tian principles, thoughts will be necessary which
have not yet been thought.”
Actually, as Whitehead recently observed, a new
Reformation is in full progress. It is a re-formation.
But it is a process of which we are largely uncon-
scious, whereas the new dynamic theology must
come by deliberate effort. Theology in action will
need actors, and actors whose activity is bound up
with the main stream of life. In other words,
theology needs to be worked out by the rank and
file of everyday life. He that doeth the will shall
know of the H.f;(‘.rriﬂt,
L.ove, necessarily, is of persons, experienced through
human fellowship, through the interaction of human

88
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CELL GROUPS FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTION
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personalities in the aftairs of life. It is in the deep
deposit of the religious experience of those who live
their lives before God, therefore, that we must
fumble for the clues we need. And it 1s in terms of
personality, however vaguely as yet we conceive it,
that we must express outr new thoughts, for person-
ality is the highest form of existence we know, and
must, therefore, be our canon of reality. *“ Let us
put our love not into words or into talk but into

deeds, and make it real.”
%
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Somehow, therefore, Christian men and women who
are determined to get to grips with reality must pool
their intellectual and spiritual resources in frank
fellowship. They will be fellowships of actors, and
with them the thuﬂngmﬂ and theorist must make
contact. The theorist must act, the actor must
reflect. But it must be a joint undertaking. Dis-
cussion must go hand in hand with action. 1o this
we would add the conviction that no one should be
exempt from the eflort. No more are we strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints,
and of the household of God. We are, moreover,
members one of another, and, rhml:-_,h many, to-
gether make one body. And with Christ as ht ad,
‘the whole body, fitly ]t:t:m-::d together and com-
pacted by tha uhlch every joint supplieth, accord-

g to the effectual wnrkmfr in the measure ot every
part, maketh 1 Increase of the body unto the editying

of itselt in love

It would seem, therefore, that as we address our-
selves to our task of relating religion to life, we must
not allow t.hﬁﬂﬂﬂ“ﬁiﬂﬂ!i“ﬂ:ﬂ-i!'!}‘iﬂﬂﬁ:ﬁ to separate us
from our fellow Christian workers. Nor should we
be isolated from workers in other fields., Our
intimate groups of Christians of various schools
must, therefore, be seen as cells in a great national
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

and, indeed, international organism. Cell should
build up with cell to form regional arms, and the
limbs should relate themselves to the whole. In
this way, the impulses from below will be informed
from above, and the direction from above will be

conditioned by the field of action below.
»

The method of the cell-group is not new, but it
needs emphasis, explanation and d:.:wlnpm»:m A
cell-group is a company of Christian people who
undertake to work in vital contact with each other
in some definite situation in which they recognize
that they are called to be fellow-workers with God.
Both the size and function of cells may vary, but it
the sharing is to be real and vital they should
generally be small.

Cell-groups, therefore, have an essential place in any
given calling. Whether they are printers or minis-
ters, politicians or teachers, operatives or clerks,
Christians have a common incentive to draw to-
gether, because of the common interest of their
occupation and a common obligation to work out
the practical meaning of Christian community 1n
that particular calling.

Moreover, as Christian social acrion obviously in-
volves action within the field of local and national
politics, contact will be necessary with fellow workers
within these fields, whether or not they are pro-
fessing Christians. This might well call for cell-
.!_":T'HLIPH i'-{'l"!' COINMmaoInl HEHUH.

The main function of Christian cell-groups must be
the promotion of Christian community, however
limited the particular aspect of community life upon
which the group engages.

In groups, for instance, uu-::h as those promoted by
the Church Army and the Oxford Group Movement,
the main concern will be social change rhmu;h
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CELL GROUPS FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTION

personal conversion ; Church Councils will have as
their concern the whole witness of the church in its
given area; other groups may select one or more
particular social problem, ¢.g. housing, unemploy-
ment, as the centre of their attempt to establish true
community.

The germ of a fully active Christian cell-group may
be found in any existing committee or fellowship.
Thus, a Church tutorial study circle may develop a
desite to promote understanding between the
Christian politicians of different parties, or a Youth
group, Toc H branch, Mothers’ Union or branch of
the C.E.M.S., may constitute a group desirous of
helping some particular piece of local community
service. It is recommended that these should de-
clare themselves as action groups, and seek allies in
action wherever they can. Still further, where
there is a desire for Christian action on the widest
possible front, and with the richest possible Christian
understanding of the problem, any denominational
group will reach out to others engaged on similar
problems and quests.

The more any group aims to express fu// Christian
community, that is community which cuts across
race, creed and class, the more it is likely to manifest
the essence of the one holy, catholic Church which
comprises them all. All cell-groups would do well,
therefore, to relate themselves to any experiments 1n
full Christian living, whether through settlement,
Community Centre, Mission, or family intercourse.

o

Some such cell-groups are to be found in South
London, which have been federally related through
the “ Kempshead Hall Conference™ meeting month-
ly in Camberwell. These groups, which arose out
of the Albert Hall demonstration of 1935 (Novem-
ber) to witness to Christian responsibility in social
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problems, were originally composed of Anglicans,
mostly lay men and women, pledged to Survey,
| Study and Christian Social Action; they are now
i opening their ranks to fellow Christians of other
denominations, and secking to be spread and linked
up nationally.

They are, in fact, looking to the Christian Social
Council, as the Council of Churches in England for
Social Questions, to supply the minimum organisa-
& tion necessary. This organisation the Council pro-
= poses to supply by promoting Regional conferences,
i and also through its Local Councils, one of which it
is hoped will be found in every district, and in con-
nection with each of which it is hoped a Youth
Council will be set up. The findings and recom-
mendations of the various central committees of the
Christian Social Council (which includes a Research
Commiuittee, a Reconstruction Committee, as well as
Committees on Gambling, Vocational Service, Un-
| employment, Housing and Christian Social Action)
= will thus be available for all the cell-groups associated
with it. The cell-groups, in turn, will contri-
bute their impressions and findings to the centre.
Through Regional Conferences, results of local
effort will be pooled and examined, corporate action
determined, and further survey outlined, and in-
dividual Christians will be stimulated to bolder wit-
ness 1n whatever branch of social action they are
engaged. Thus, a constant cycle of Survey, Study
fok and Action will be shared by widely scattered groups
of rank and file Christians.

GEORGE H. GIBSON.
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I'he Peace Army in Palestine

EMBERS of the Peace Army believe that un-

armed intervention is a right answer to war,
We feel that this is most likely to be achieved
by placing soldietrs of peace in the world’s danger
spots—to offer service there and to be prepared to
stand between the combatants if all other peace-
making should fail.
We are trying to spread this idea in the world and to
carry It out in whatever way may be open to us
however small—where our own country is involved.
Two of us recently visited Palestine and found a
!-H;'Id uf SCIViICeE IIH.:I‘L We learned that our W rl\ t‘:i
peace-making—the sending of ordinary Iﬁuaph to
offer an attempt to undu'atﬂm] to share troubles and
to be of service—was umiu‘ht{.‘rnd and ﬂp}ucci;ﬂc‘d
by the people of Palestine, Arabs and Jews alike.
We felt that offering permanent service in Arab
villages was one of the things that should be done
in the name of peace. We found that friendship
and a desire to co- operate existed in some of the
Jewish colonies and Arab villages and that the co-
npcr:ui:m of British people was wanted. The Peace
Army is therefore sending two permanent workers
to Palestine and hopes to send more later.* Several
members, including the President, Dr. Maude
Royden, ﬂnd the hpr:ﬂ.{‘r are visiting l_-‘fll:_-».““:; for a .
short time in the spring and expect to see the work
started while they are there. The Peace Army has
been definitely invited to help in building up a social
centre for girls in Upper Galilee. The invitation

Two workers went oui fo Palestine early in January, 1937, They
are now in jerusalem sindying Arabic and preparing themselves for
fLerr Tittire work.
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THE PEACE ARMY IN PALESTINE

has come from a Jewish Colony, whose members are
living in friendship with their Arab neighbours.
One of the most interesting experiences that the
speaker has ever had was visiting Jewish colonies
in Palestine. She felt that she was seeing the begin-
nings of a new world., There are over 100 colonies
and in them various forms of communal life are
being tried. One type of colony is known as the
Moshay Ovdim. This consists of a number of
individual farms, but all the marketing is done co-
operately and the tractors, and so on, are the
property of the whole community. The greater
number of colonies however, are of the type known
as Kibbutz, and in these the life is fully communal.
The land 1s farmed collectively. In some colonies
other work is done and there are workshops and
small factories connected with them. Some mem
bers, especially in the early days, have to go out as
wager earners, but all the earnings go to the com-
munity. The individual gives his or her service
and receives in return a fair share of whatever there
is to offer. Life is hard in the beginning and living
very simple. The workers usually begin by living
in tents and move into bungalows as the colony
progresses. The first good house that is built is
always the children’s house, and here all the children
of the colony live. They are given expert care and
are said to be the healthiest children in the world.
In some colonies the children sleep in their parents’
rooms ; in others they spend the free part of the day
with their parents and return to the children’s house
at night. As there is a communal kitchen and all
the domestic work of the colony is shared by the
workers, the parents are free to devote themselves
entirely to their children in their spare time. There
is absolute equality between men and women.

The Jewish colonists are not pacifists. They believe
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

that self-defence is right and the colonies are guarded
by armed watchmen at night. They do not how-
ever believe in retaliation and they have shown
remarkable restraint under terrible conditions. The
young people are no longer religious as their parents
were, but to be among them was to the speaker a
religious experience. They gave her a fresh and
abiding sense of the "m:-r]ﬂfqm of life and of hope for
the tuture. They II"i.r'L in great ‘%II’I‘E{"}I]{‘]H with love
forthe land theyare thdmu and love for one another.
They combine hard manual work and great simpli-

city of living with a high level of culture, and lh*}
are happy and full of huiw Is not this life as God
meant it to be lived 7

Two other things have led the Peace Army to an
interest in communal living :

(1) We see economic strife as a form of war and
welcome the community idea as a constructive
attempt to meet it. We should therefore like to
learn about it and see if there are ways in which we
can help those who are trying to carry it out.

(2) Some of us feel that pacifist communities might
provide tmlnlm_, grounds for soldiers of pe*xcz
Peace training is in an experimental stage and few

us can undertake long courses of training. 1‘;"::
have given much thought to this subject and have
come to the conclusion that our own surroundings
provide the best possible training ground. At the
same time we feel it would help us if we could under-
go short periods of intensive training with other
workers for peace. Some of us might go to pacifist
communities for such periods. We should go as
territorials go into camp, but our object would be
to learn the arts of peace and not the arts of war.

JOYCE POLLARD.

=

The Peace Army,
63 Meadway, London, N.W. 1
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(INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICE
FOR PEACE)

S()'\IF years ago, Signor Mussolini was good
enough to give me an interview, in which I
cxplained to him the character of the I.V.S.P.
Naturally he did not agree with our aims. In his
opinion, War was an inevitable feature of human
socicty : for young men had to find an outlet for
their adventurous spirit—and the only sufficient
outlet was War,
Then Mussolini went on to ask what were our
numbers. When I told him he at once lost any
interest in [.V.S.P. What could a service that
enjoyed the co-operation only of a comparative
handful of people mean to the absolute master of so
many millions ?
For Mussolini, God was on the side of the big
battalions. |
Now L.V.8.P. does not command big battalions. In
fact, its experience shows what can be achieved in
construction for peace and creation of international
friendship by the voluntary work of small numbers of
men and women, drawn from many lands by the
truc spirit of service.
May I quote the following extract from our consti-
tution :

The aim of the I.V.S.P. is to create a spirit of
1r1Ln{|thp and a constructive attitude towards pecace

among all peoples, by giving practical help on the

occasion of natural catastrophes, or in the carrying
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

out of work of public utility, thus providing people
of goodwill—both men and women—with a sound
system of training 1n mutual help, voluntary discip-
line and comradeship.

“1.V.S.P. supports all efforts to replace military
service in times of peace by an international con-
structive service, which will foster greater confidence
between the nations of the world.

“1.V.S.P. never undertakes any scheme involving
competition with ordinary labour or intended for
strike-breaking.”™

These words from our constitution may indicate
to those of you, who are not familiar with our work,
its true spirit and purpose.

Manual service to those in need, irrespective of race
or religion. No acknowledgment asked in return.
In place of the mutual aloofness and suspicion which
foster war, a joyful companionship in the common
necessary task which makes peace an inspiration and
an adventure.

Our Service began seventeen years ago. Shortly
afterwards, our team at work in the devastated
Areas of France, included not only Swiss, Dutch,
Americans and British, but also Austrians and
Germans. Former enemies laboured side by side
to rebuild the country which the war had shattered ;
it was a new method symbolising a2 new hope and
a new order.

Since then, our teams have dug, drained, planted and
built in France, Switzerland, England and Wales,
Sweden, India and Spain. Their numbers have
varied between four and seven hundred. They
have included Sisters who chiefly gave their time
to domestic work, while the men were occupied with
heavy manual labour,

All cheerfully accepted the necessary discipline.
Many have found in this selfless service to suffering a
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zest and pleasure, which they never conceived in the
material aims of their everyday work.

Beside these serving members, we have ordinary
members associated with our work, who support
us with their interest and their donations. I cannot
better illustrate the wonderful, though quite spon-
taneous response which those, with whom we labour,
give to our efforts, than to mention the case of La-
garde in Southern France. This village had been
practically destroyed by lood. From sixteen coun-
trics a total of two hundred and fifty-four volunteers
collected to help in its reconstruction. Now the
Peasant of France for all his many virtues is also
known for his extreme thrift, his suspicton of
strangers and his indifference to what is going on,
beyond the horizons of his own village. That the
people of Lagarde were deeply moved by the broth-
erly help of our volunteers was certain. But their
appreciation took an unexpected form, which pProves
that free and loving service by men of different
countries wherever there is need, is a2 mighty instru-
ment for international friendship.

In 1931, that is a year afterwards, we were Co-operat-
ing with the gallant band of unemployed men, who
were building a swimming-bath and public gardens
for their stricken mining town of Brynmawr in
South Wales. Naturally, money was short. This
splendid work might never have been completed,
but for the memories which Lagarde had kept of
LV.S.P.

For when the French Scheme had been wound up, a
balance of eighteen thousand francs (over [150) had
been left for distribution among the people of
Lagarde. They were typically French peasants,
frugal, thrifty. They were just recovering from a
terrible natural catastrophe. Yet when they heard
of the distress in Brynmawr, they sent this sum,
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

every single penny, as their contribution towards
relieving it. A spontaneous gesture from some

& villagers in France to a community they had never

: seen, the unemployed coal miners of South Wales.

So can the spirit of good will and voluntary service
overleap all the barriers which keep men sundered.

The Mayor of Lagarde was a guest of honour at \
the opening of Brynmawr Baths. His presence

there and all it indicated, is a tribute to the power

of those ideals which 1.V.S.P. has striven to serve.

JEAN INEBNIT.

International Voluntary Service for Peace,
1 Lyddon Terrace, Leeds 2.
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Back to Realities

HE cry of * Back to the Land” as a social
panacea has been used by politicians, self-

secking orators and reformers until it has become a
meaningless catchword ; because it is only relatively
true and requires another word to describe it.
| well remember a general election being foug hl-:
and won on a land .-mnh. Nothing was heard abot
the land afterwards. *° Back to the Land » has |Lm
that amount of truth in it which makes it dangerous
as an Q\I‘Jf‘tlmt‘ﬂt by well meaning reformers and
idealists. If going back to [ht land is only a Lnlhh'
with poverty, then the cry of ** Back to the Land ”
is nothing., Back to rmlitius is the first essential,
and that is a battle all through the forest and jungle
of man; a battle against human disorder, stupidity
and selfishness. And though I hold th*‘n colonies
on the land, co-ordinated and internation al, provide
1 workable economic and social system, Ihh system
can only be established and dev Liupﬂd l:r‘l. a bnd of
people who have first gone back to realities.
=2

Though people, in great numbers, would flock to
the country under settled cnndumm only a few are
ready to go as pioneers to clear the ]un"lL and m: n[«
out the path. For T}IL movement to the land tha
is taking hold of people means a great deal more lhan
putting men on the land as labourers in small hold-
ines and allotments, for the sole purpose of earning
their living. This is only a palliative for a system
that is false or 'mthuﬂled and needs uprooting-—
a mere playing with a divine urge. This urge is
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BACK TO REALITIES

towards emancipation and freedom: towards the
E\pre:ﬂmn of something which is beumd the flux
of immediate happunng on the material plane ;
yet it is real and walting to be realised—a revival of
religion, but nof ihmugh the churches, or by
ecclesiastical decrees, however high the source from
which they come. Rather, through colonies on the
land, the spiritual will be w edded to the industrial
by those who have first gone back to Realities.
Revivals come, and successive revivals come : they
are as certain in the spiritual system as a comet in its
orbit, and can be foretold almost as acc urately. But
every revival is unlike every other revival. It
seems that God breaks out in an unexpected way
every tume. And it is this unexpected thing that
is the Imj:rmr.nﬂ: factor. Because it is a different
way of expression, it excites attraction and criticism,
ot opposition, all of which are useful concomitrants
to focus a new movement on the mind of the multi-
tude. 1r1 those who are watching for the frst
signs of the coming revival, the omens are con-
vincing, God is going to hu.ﬂ-; out on the land.
*

It 1s commonly said that Socialism is bound to come
—that it is inevitable. This is not so. What 7r
inevitable is the downfall of Capitalism ; and what
will 1;1‘:];1“ Capitalism will depend on what we are
lmldﬁ. tor. And the multitude are not yet ready
for Socialism—even economic bucmlhn‘t—-dm more
than the churches are ready for Christianity. Juﬂm_
s a fine thing, but, after JH, justice is an elementar: y
virtue ; and Hi}l]]LEhIﬂL higher and better than
economic justice is needed to save the world and give
people a vision, so that leisure and freedom may
be used as an uppmtumn to develop their moral and
spiritual natures. To give people merely economic
Justice seems, at first sight, such an unanswerable
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il COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

basis for Christian efort that it 1s difficult to believe
it to be unsound—until one has tried it.

"
._;]l The idea of bringing salvation to the world through
i colonies on the land, co-ordinated internationally
throughout every country, is a divine urge. It 1s
it the tiny acorn that will pmduu. the giant oak. But ‘
Wi then—the acorn must not be a rotten one. It

must be free from the corroding acids that have
=z bitten into organised religion. Dr Moffat, in his
writings, has a passage, “ We are a colony of
Heaven.,”” The Revised Version has i1t, ** We are
citizens of Heaven.” The idea is that of planting 2
= small colony in an enemy country, and ;*1%1] 1]y
" conquering the country from that centre. It is the
working out and e laboration of this idea that may
very well form the basis of an international land
movement, The idea is not new ; it is as old as the
Christian Faith. 1 will not labour the theme ; those
= with a vision will rungnm it as the only solution.
i) And those without vision will continue to hold vapid
= discussions in Church and political circles without
ever seeing a goal reached.

3 Tl :-._'Jn T

It 1s hardly an exﬂ.aﬁaﬁumtmn to say that the rise of an
international colonisation movement, carried forward
_ by people with a vision that aims at a definite goal,
s would attract to itself great numbers of people who
i are dissatisfied with th:, feeble present day presenta-
tion of the p:lnmplu of the Christian Faith. [ am
: not able to envisage that far distant time when the
=) Kingdom of God will be established on earth. But
ik after 2,000 years of Christian teaching and praying
= for its consummation, it 1s aurt_h time that a hmh of
believers set their lives In h.unumj. with its condi-
tions, and began to march towards this goal, not

oA ...-__'L ik
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BACK TO REALITIES

waiting until we have solved all our intellectual
prublamb before making a start.
*

Once our lives have been brought into direct rela-
tion with the teaching of Christ, and, throwing all
dogma to the winds, we have accepted Him as our
unerring guide, we shall find that our social problems
will begin to solve themselves. \r;_jununr con-
cerning present day problems is waste of energy that
should be cmpim ed in our mission. We are not
going to convince men by argument ; we can only
convince men bw.' what we do. The man who can
say 1 know ” has a better answer than all the
reasoned calculations of the scientists.
Many people certainly are doing ” good work ”* in
the world, but our need is not to multiply social
”EHCIES or to rope in a few more people (however

umd ’) who are not prepared boldly to denounce
the r’mﬂgﬁ that hinder a full acceptance of the teach-
ing of Christ. Those who are truly following Christ
have to spend h'ﬂt their lives undoing the evil that
some of these ™ good ™ people are doing. Too
many folks are for ever tr}lng to make the * far
country ?'a h1b1t1bIL place. ““ Let us fill up the
pits,” they say, “and sprinkle some disinfectant;
then we will buﬂu:l villas and send for the old pc:nplr:
to live in them.” And it’s no use. If the Christian
ideal is capable of realisation it must be prepared to
find a body of men and women who are ready to
accept all the risks, to make the personal sacrifices
that alone can make its conditions possible in
our world.
We shall have to go into the wilderness ; but we
shall find a surprising number nt people there who
are manm(L, for our arrival. “ Putting the world
right ” is a pitfall that must be avoided. The
world is good enough for those who want to live in
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIMN

it ; it is not good enough for those who have seen
the vision of Christ and His Kingdom.

If my personal views, arrived at after fifty years of
experience, are of any value, may 1 conclude this
brief and somewhat crowded address by saying that
I have visited isolated land communities and indivi-
dual settlers in many l'*urnpr*m countries and in
America. And my observation of these schemes and
the varied types of human nature they have brought
together, convinces me that a great spiritual urge is
—subconsciously—seeking to manifest itself, “but
1s greatly h*lmpuui by want of co-ordinated :.H:.u
These primitive colonies—mountain or forest re
treats—are all composed ot pioneers who are seek-
ing new worlds, but none of them is voyaging forth
with the full-blooded adventure of a Columbus to
discover them. Hence nothing happens. They
begin, they end, they get nowhere. Many beautiful
souls I have met in these places, in Alpine fastnesscs,
in forest and jungle, in the Maritime Alps, on the
French and Italian Rivieras, in Austria, in Holland,
and 1n the snow-capped Jura.

And the lesson I have learned, and which I proclaim
to humanity as the only solution for its social prob-
lems, is that no reformer, be he never so spiritual,
is worth anything at all in riu se days, however much
he may expound and talk, unless hr.. has sealed his
mission by a consecrated life—unless he has himself
come out of the world and forsaken its spirit and its
practice.

E. BURTON REEVES.

Land Colonisation and Industrial Guild,
Norwich, Norfolk.
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The Franciscan Ideal in
Relation to Christian
Community Life
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I first sight there is not much in common

between St. Francis and any organisation of
material property. St. Francis was a kind of * toral
abstainer 7 in regard to property. He believed
the devil was in it and that the Love of God could
only be suitably expressed if we gave up the warfare
involved in winning and maintaining the privileged
and coveted position of an owner of capital or even
of any possessions other than the most meagre
personal necessities., "
To St. Francis” mind, the sending out of the Twelve
and the Seventy “ without purse or scrip ” and “ as B
lambs amongst wolves ”’ was an essential and most ‘
significant part of the Gospel. And I think that
an impartial study of the Setmon on the Mount will
show that this was also the mind of Christ.
And if today we are considering the formation of
Christian Communities—the expressing of the spirit
ot Christ in terms of fields, factories and workshops
—the first thing we need to bear in mind is that
Christianity is not compatible with the holding of
property as a weapon or fortress against our fellows.
Mammon in the Gospel means the power that money
and possessions give to the owner to compel men
to do his will—to be his servants. This money-
power and God are set in direct antithesis.
S0 in St. Francis we see the true pacifist who not
only laid aside the sword. If we are to carry the
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

Christian spirit into the realm of economic relation-
ships, the first thing we must do 1Is to abandon the
relationships of money-power and the talse motive
of profit seeking and enter into true I‘E;'I“Hiﬁﬂ*ihfp‘ﬁ
with our fellow men. Till then nothing that we
do will be more than putting a new patch on an old
garment. Christianity is revolutionary and L*ﬁp-::mlh
in this sphere it 1s necessary to start afresh and build
on Christian principles.

To many people this simply suggests political
activity. Christian Pacifists are not so likely to be
misled in this respect. But even Pacifists have
generally failed to see that the economic system is
just as coercive in its methods and spirit as the
political system. Neither do they appear so far to
have seen the inherent immorality of capitalism—
thar it 1s in the realm of economic lite what polygamy
1s In the realm of sex—not an imperfect arrangement,
but a positive sin against the moral law. For just
as the polygamist of old took by reason of his
wealth and power that which was a necessary part
of the life of his poorer neighbour, so does the
capitalist deprive the bulk of men of their right to a
responsible relationship to the economic means of
production.

Community living of the kind we are f:r:mumpi-utnL
will be limited to a few interesting experiments till,
by the ethical light of the Gospel, we can make the
C:’l]l}I[?tllim! mode ot living intolerable to the Christian
consclence.

T}‘lL‘ Brl“nrh{‘.fhﬂﬂd ﬂi: [‘h:‘: "'ﬁ:':l}' L“xiSt:i i'-['il' Lhi';: ]"'LIII"”--'H.H
Qur preachers go out like the Franciscans except
that we don’t carry a begging bowl to be filled with
food. Instead we ask at our meetings for enough
money for our present needs. But from the control
of capitalists we are free and can therefore speak
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THE FRANCISCAN IDEAL

e | -;_' IQ_IEE.,I‘;_II .-:

those truths not permitted in the pulpits of our
Mammon-controlled churches.

But our aim is not only to preach. From the first
we set ourselves to establish Christian industrial
enterprises—"° guilds ” we called them. Our Second
Order is an Order of Christian Guilds, or Com-
munities, that are to serve as experiments in, or
examples of, Christian community living, The
property of these Guilds is to be owned and con-
trolled by the members of the Guild in the name of
Christ and for the service of mankind.

We desire to work as an Order within the Church of
England and deplore the idea that a new and separate
Church must be formed when God blesses us with
more light than is possessed by our fellow Christians
on some particular subject.

Finally, let me stress this : the spirit of St. Francis
must ptrevall in the Christian Guild. For com-
munal ownership does not escape the danger of
using our property as a fortress to protect us against
the world—and a world, we must remember, still
70 per cent. proletarian. To escape this we must
make our material possessions a sacrament. Every
brick, every wheel, every blade of grass must be
part of the Body of Christ broken for mankind.
Like His Body it may at any time have to be sur-
rendered to evil men. We hold it with that in
mind. Yet who can say what redemptive power
might go forth to men if many capitalists who protess
to obey Christ could be brought to risk their all in
this way 7 When the Spirit of Christ can move men
to give their capital (more valuable it seems than
lives) unreservedly into Christ’s hands, perhaps fben
the Kingdom of God will not be so far off.

C. C. STIMSON.
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T'he Brotherhood of the Hf'}:_y,
Hitchin, Herts.
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The New Community

INCE 1 believe that—to use the old religious
Sphraw individual witness is the most con-
vincing contribution 1 can make, I propose to do
no more than describe part of th process ot mind
which brought me to the determination to under-
take the rather peculiar effort at *° education Into
community > known as The Adelphi Centre.

When 1 \.1. as finally converted to Socialism by reading
Marx’s ““ Capital,” eight years ago, 1 took my
socialism very seriously. Accepting as I did Marx’s
fundamental thesis that upon the working class
falls the task of destroying capitalistic society and
creating a socialist society, I set myself to discover,
if I could, the means by which the working class
could be made conscious of its mission: for it
seemed to me that the conditions of an advanced
political democracy imposed the necessity that the
working class should be consciously determined
to achieve the social revolution. I studied the life
and writing of Lenin, in order to understand, if I
could, the dummic fmd cohesion of the Bols hmik
party in pre- u:*xc:-lmu:::nar\; Russia. What 1 thought
was required in this country was the analogue of
such an urg’mhnrmn—-a party of Socialists equally
determined, equally convinced, who should have
the same ]l‘-.'[ﬂf" relation to English society and the
English rrddlrlnn as the Bolsheviks had to the society
and tradition of pre-revolutionary Russia. 1 still
believe 1 was right.

From this Htudx one rhlnL became lucidly clear to
me : that the class of protessional rev olutionaries,’”’
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from whom the Bolsheviks were recruited were
already picked and dedicated men. Historically,
they were the product of ninety years of unremitting
and hazardous revolutionary activity. In a country
where the Tsardom was the object of abhorence to
all thinking men, the fine flower of the race was
gathered into the revolutionary ranks. The pro-
tessional * revolutionary ” of the Tsarist days had
been tempered to heroic stuff. ‘That meant that
Lenin could take for granted, precisely, the heroic
quality which was now conspicuously absent in the
English Socialist.  The natural path of the English
socialist was towards a position of prestige and
emolument, in the society he was committed to
destroy. Socialism in England, even the most
militant, was a bourgeois institution,

1o some degree, I had to admit, that was inevitable.
What disappointed me was to find that most of the
Socialists whom 1 encountered were unaware of
this condition and its dangers. The patent fact that
Socialist politics—even the most revolutionary—
was a bourgeois carcer hardly ever presented itself
as an alarming contradiction and a cause for mis-
giving to their consciousness. Of any determined
power of Socialist self-criticism they were strangely
innocent. They could seldom see, what now
appeared obvious, that the real problem of Socialism
in advanced democracy is a moral problem. How to
torm a body of reliable socialists at all ? They were
helped to ignore this fundamental problem by the
new vogue of a superficial Marxist materialism,
which refused to recognise¢ even the existence of a
thing so immaterial as a2 moral problem.,

[ comforted myself with the thought that there had
been an English Revolution—a real one: and 1
turned to that. I studied the making of the Iron-
sides of the Parliamentary War : and it became clear
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

to me that ultimately the dynamic of a victorious
political revolution must be sought in religious
conviction. Economic causes do, and can do,

more than afiord the opportunity for creative
revolution. They so dispose the forces within
society at a given historical moment that there
1s the opportunity of creative advance. But the
power of actually seizing upon that L]ppr)ttlll‘llﬁ
comes from ’Inuthu SOUrce ”llt(:r:-_\t_thf.“r— from some
thing which can only be called religious faith.
Cromwell and his troopers—the men who actually
decided the issue and won the victory—were men
who passionately believed that they were fighting
for the right of the Christian to commune directly
with God. They believed passionately that they
were fighting God’s battle ; and they were. That
was the point. To risk one’s life for a freedom
essential to the creative advance of mankind is to
ficht God’s battle. So, likewise, the Bolsheviks
had believed [ﬂqmnnarth that 1!1u were fighting
God’s battle, even though they abhorred the name of
God. ihf} had their scriptures—the work of
Marx—as Cromwell had the English Bible. Marx-
ism could never be a religious creed to an English
Socialist. Capitalist democracy itself made that
impossible. It set Socialism new and unprece-
dented problems in the effort to grapple with which
the English Marxist was compelled to become
conscious where the Russian Marxist was uncon-
scious. The Bolsheviks had been almost ridicu-
lously unaware of the profoundly religious character
of their own motivation. They were ignorant of
the Jewish Messianism and L"-.Lll"l.ti}ll:?}._“‘; with which
Marx himself was saturated, and which enabled him
to believe simultaneously .-md unr.]u:,wtn:amhh in the
inevitability of human progress, and in the salvation

of mankind when its situation was most desperate,
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because its situation was most desperate. For that
was the religious essence of Marx’s belief in the
Messianic mission of the proletariat. * Surely he
has borne our griefs, and carried our SOITOWS, yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God and
afflicted.™ It was the old world-shaking passion of
Jewish prophecy ; the re-emergence in a new form
of the Christian promise to the slave, who carried
Christianity to victory.

But we English Socialists were doomed to A&non
all these things. We could not thus naively believe
in the Messianic mission of the proletariat, with the
retrogression  of democratic Germany and the
stagnation of democratic England staring us in the
face. Marxism could be no recligion for us; nor
was it likely to become one even for the naive.
For those who were not naive it was the temptation
of the devil : it absolved them from the necessity of
religion, and gave them no religion. They became
completely irreligious, and theretore—though they
did not know it, and because they did not know it

-incapable of revolution,

Revolution without religion was impossible, and we
Socialists had no religion. Yet we had, indeed we
must have, inasmuch as we knew that religion was
necessary. That very acknowledgment was itself
religious. It meant that somewhere in us, although
yet unformulated and perhaps forever unformulable,
was a veritable religion which we must discover, or
which must be discovered in us: if only we could
endure to the end. ‘

At the moment that 1 reached this point—somewherc
about the middle of 1934—1I had a gleam. 1 had
resigned from the I.LL.P. and most of my Socialist
friends had resigned with me : and partly in conse-
quence of our political unattachment, a gathering of
Adelphi Socialists was held at Glossop in the form
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

of a Summer School, lasting a week. ‘That experi-
ence of mutual discovery 1s, and always will be vivid
in my memory. [t was one of the crucial experi-
ences of my life. The barriers were down., Unem-
p]rnul employed, proletarians, bourgeois, our brief
!m[r...xmn was to me verita Jh the evidence of the
1uman pnahl’mll!x of the classless society. Commu-
nity among Socialists was itself a religious experience.
I i_;ﬂm away renewed : and I felt I had a clue. The
urgent question now was to discover what a socialist,
like myself. was to do. For if he must not entirely
sever himself from the working class political party,
it was L.LH stultifving to be Lumplun_ix identified
with it : it had neither socialist morale, nor socialist

purposc. But the t]?.lﬂlr: Lo ]'H.‘.;_[ln a new kind of

Socialist movement seemed tantastic.
Nevertheless 1 had to do something. 1 had not
endured the drastic process of conversion to Social-
ism for nothing. Something was required of me,
more exacting than making barren or embarrassing
propaganda speeches from the platform in support
of candidates whom I distrusted ; more exacting
even than the long-continued effort at sustained
Socialist thinking I had lately undergone. That had
indeed brought me much nearer to an understanding
of the kind of thing that had to be done; but not
by any means to a E]E“ll knowledge that 1 was the
person to do it.

What had to be done was * to make socialists.” We
were really in the position which Willlam Morris
had dnuLlpMcd forty years ago : and all that he had
foretold concerning the final irrelevance of purely
political action under democracy had been realised
in fact. But “to make socialists’ was not a simple
business. To become a Socialist involved much
more than an intellectnal understanding that the

L8

economic breakdown of rﬂpit;ﬂiwn was inevitable.
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THE NEW COMMUNITY

Capitalism was much more than an economic
system : 1t was a social morality, an all-pervading
spiritual atmosphere—nothing less indeed than a
total = lite-mode.” Unless Socialists were prepared
to challenge, first of all in themselves, the blind
-:'t'nf{';rl'n‘iitj.' to this “ life-mode.” unless they had
imagination enough to realise the strength and
subtlety of the thing they had to overthrow, they
would merely be fighting the economics of capitalism
with the ethics of capitalism, and they were bound
to lose. Capitalism would adjust itself again and
again to economic nccessity. It would  itself
eliminate the competitive element which prevented
it irom functioning and would give way, finally,
not to any social revolution, but to the complete
collapse of society in the barbarism that must
follow international war.

To become a socialist was to understand that it
involved not merely an understanding of the
cconomics of capitalism but a total conscious oppo-
sition to the ethics of a capitalistic society. In pure
theory, such opposition would compél a severance
of oneself from capitalist society which “was im-
possible practically and effectively would prevent
such a new Socialist movement from having any
actual influence on the evolution of society. The
new socialist had to combine cconomic dependence
on capitalist society with ethical independence of
it : but this ethical independence must be real.
It could not be merely intellectual. It was not
sufficient to say to oneself, “1 am a member of a
capitalist society, and therefore must submit to its
compulsions, although 1 desire to be a member of a
socialist society.” That was to fall back again, as
democratic socialism had already done, into the
equivalent of the Sunday religion of bourgeois
Christianity.  The ethical independence from
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

capitalist society must be actually ALLUTi]lebhtd or
at least L{JI‘"&HCIEILIHI} and continually striven tor. By
actual experience, by constant effort, by spiritual
dhupllnr. Socialists must learn to overcome their
own instinctive individualism. The new Socialism
must be clarified by the knowledge that the enemy
was the Ego—in every realm of human activity,
economic, intellectual, political, socialistic. This
ficht acainst the Ego could be carried on only in a
real community : for that was the only medium in
which the ramifications of the Ego became visible.
[t was also the only place where the finer order of
life, for which the Ego must be sacrificed, could be
actually manifested. If fraternity was a higher
order of human living, as Socialists professed to
believe, then they must cease merely to dream about
it : they must no longer deceive themselves 1nto the
spurious activity of inertia, by imagining that
fraternity would be the ir"t:,"i.IHH aftermath of an
economic revolution. In the first place they would
never achieve the revolution: and in the second
place, the fraternity they imagined would actually
come to them as a u:-min.lln:d tt.uumu—u hich was
the contradiction of the Devil: namely, the en-
forced uniformity of Fascism. Voluntary fraternity,
but real instead of superfictal and titular, was the
necessary ethos of a serious movement for social
revolution in capitalist democracy.

At a second Adelphi Summer School, I set forth this
conclusion. It was not very favourably received.
Still it met with just enough practical encouragement
to make me feel that my tentative suggestion of
centre for * making Socialists,” was not quite still-
born. But I realised with dismay that, if anything
was to be done, it would have to be done in the main
by me. After a considerable struggle against an
inward reluctance, I acknowledged that I must
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THE NEW COMMUNITY

commit myself wholly to this effort: and that,
deeper than my own reluctance, I wanted to com-
mit myself.

On the practical side what we proposed was
achieved : and by the devoted work of a number of
associates, a house was acquired and was ready to
recetve the members of the third Adelphi Summer
School in August of 1936. That lasted a month,
and justified in ways totally unforeseen, the effort
we had undertaken. On the basis of a genuine
cffort at communal living our Socialist thinking
took on a new kind of reality. The contemporary
demand upon those who possess the capacity for
Imagination is to /e imaginatively. That is not an
casy conception : in fact, it is so difficult that it is
hardly possible to formulate it at all. Nevertheless,
in the actual living, it is simple enough. DBut it is
not easy to accomplish, because it involves at a
different level of consciousness, a rediscovery of the
spiritual discipline of monasticism, with the element
ot arbitrariness eliminated from it. It is, so to
speak, a monasticism of this world : a monasticism
which must therefore accept responsibility for the
continuity of life, and can neither take refuge in
celibacy, nor seek the sanction for its discipline in
an authoritarian Church. The life of imagination
can only be realised within a2 community which can
be universalised. No such community can really be
established within capitalist society without such
severance from the capitalist economy as will involve
the danger of social retrogression. Therefore.
there can be no complete solution. But that pOssi-
bility is inherent in human life. A compromise of
some sort is inevitable to all creative effort : and,
provided that the compromise is conscious, and is
derived from a real acceptance of the inevitable ten-
sion between the absolute and the relative,
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

compromise is itself creative : a source of strength,

and a prophylactic against illusion.

The effort to live, at least periodically, the imagina-
tive life of fraternity and community is the discipline
demanded from a socialist movement by the com-
pulsions of capitalist democracy, which will divert
all more superficial uxn]uimnan impulse into the
maintenance of the structure of apxm]hr HHLIL”

[ believe that revolutionary impulse which stops
short of the task of achieving inward revolution,
or stops short even of the admission that such in-
ward revolution is necessary, is bound to achieve
the opposite of its intellectual intentions.

[t may be that there will prove to be no road leading
{illLLLh from Laphalin democracy to Socialism, md
that a retrogression to barbarism is the ufrim.{rL
destiny of this country also. But it is unlikely 1n
the extreme that England will abandon I‘H}illlLd!
democracy before it is .11..ru.-111}' involved in war : and
even then it will probably be unnecessary tor this
capitalist society to abandon the apparatus of political
democracy. The u.hlp ¢ into barbarism will be the
direct result of war : it will not be a politically con-

scious act, as it has 11LLT‘4 in Italy and Germany. But
even in this most hideous of eventualities the task
of a Socialist movement scems plain to me: 1t 1s
on the negative *-Iis.it? to oppose the war absolutely
by the method of non-violent resistance, and on the
positive side to prepare to meet barbarism creatively
by opposing to it a developed capacity for simple
communal living. Today one can easily conceive
a condition of society so chaotic and so barbarous

that a Socialist movement which had educated itself

into community and frugality would be the sole
indigenous vehicle of the continuity of civilisation.
One final word. 1 have come to be convinced that

there i1s no possibility of avoiding degeneration ot
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THE NEW COMMUNITY

purpose 1n an eftort at community-living unless it
(s not -ﬂuLI based avowedly on Christian “ prin-
ciples,” but has a spiritual focus and a source of
spiritual renewal in Christian wes ship. To describe in
LILE:UT how 1 have been compelled to this conclusion
is too large an undertaking for this paper. But I
may exXpress my conclusion by saying that social
Community and Christian Communion must g0
hand in hand. This is, to my mind, by far the most
valuable lesson I have learned from my efforts at
education into community. And I believe the con-
clusion indicates the pattern of a regeneration of
society which can be undertaken without freakish-
ness or isolation. It seems to me that in this prin-
ciple we have not only a principle of synthesis be-
tween such notable efforts (for example) as those of
the Cotswold Bruderhof and those of Professor
J. W. Scott, but a principle to guide us in the simple
effort to regenerate the xﬂlau:, -community. The
spiritual centre of that effort must be the parish
church, and its source of constant renewal the central
mystery of Christian wotship that is celebrated there.
The effort to restore Community culminates in the
effort to restore the vital meaning of the sacrament
of Communion.

[ have expressed myself hurriedly, and those who
are to make further acquaintance with my thought
on these matters will find it elaborated in The ﬂhdf:fphl
magazine, in The Necessity of Pacifism, and in my
forthcoming book, The Church Eternal.

J. MIDDLETON MURRY.
The Adelphi Centre,

Langham, Colchester, Essex.
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The Church and the
Social Order

HE Order of the Church Militant 1s a society

within the Church of England which 1s carrying
on the Catholic Socialist tradition of the Guild
of St. Matthew, the Church Socialist League, and
the Catholic Crusade.
On its theological side, the Order is Catholic in the
sense that it recognises and values the wvisible
Catholic Church, with its distinctive dogmas, sacra-
ments and ordained priesthood, as the historic
institutional embodiment of the Christian religion.
But it 1s also lLiberal Catholic, in the sense that,
believing that God is not cenfined to His visible
church, it holds that the Catholic Tradition embodied
in that Church should always be open to absorb,
and to be further developed and enriched by the
experience and thought of the most vital people
and thinkers, non-Christian as well as Christian, of
each succeeding generation—and therefore of the
present generation.,
The Order is also democratic, in its theology as well
as in its politics. For example, it values the ordained
priesthood of the Church, but it regards that instita-
tion, not as the exclusive channel through which
God in a distant heaven doles out truth and grace to
a merely receptive laity, but rather as, for the sake of
“ holy order,” the special organ through which the
whole God-indwelt Catholic Community secures the
handing down of its common doctrine, pertorms
certain functions, and offers its common worship.
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THE CHURCH AND THE SOCIAL ORDER

Further, it regards the Catholic Community itself
as L'l-:'.ms_:, not the exclusive sphere of God’s grace,
with a2 God-forsaken humanity outside it, but, on
the exact contrary, as being, in the midst of maand
the permanent witness to and visible expression of
the essential, although largely unrecognised, fact
that the whnIE Body of Mankind is rooted and
grounded in God and will only be healthy and really
human when it lives according to that essential law
of its being. Thus the u:h:::-le conception, both of
the relationship between the priesthood of the
Church and the whole body of the Church, and be-
tween the Church itself and the whole body of
Mankind, is divinely democratic right through.

Again, the O.C.M. regards the Sacraments of the
Church, not as exclusive means of grace in which,
by mﬂglcaf priestly power, God is bmught down into
matter, from which otherwise He is absent. On the
contrary, the Order regards the particular Sacra-
ments of the Church (for example, and above all, the
Communion or Mass) as the outward and visible
signs and focussing points of the mwiversal presence
of God beneath and in His whole material world.
The Sacraments of the Church are God’s particular
sacraments, and their purpose is to help men to see
the whole material world as God’s universal Sacra-
ment and, in their common life, to use it accordingly.

You are not, at this Conference, primarily concerned
with theology, but this much of a hint at the basic
theological position of the O.C.M. seemed necessary,
it 1 was to talk about the Order at all. (It might be
a further hint to some of you if I were to say that the
O.C.M.’s interpretation of Catholicism is that of
FF. D. Maurice rather than that of Dr Pusey). And
now for what the Order regards as the necessary
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

expression, in life, of the CatholicFaith, so interpreted.
The O.C.M. believes that the purpose of God, as
suggested by Him in the deepest impulses and desires
of all men and, above all, as unveiled in Jesus, the
fully divine man, is that the whole human race, as
one body, shall in its whole life perfectly manifest
the God in Whom it is rooted, That perfect mani

festation of God in mankind will be the Kingdom of
God. And the true purpose for which the Christian
Church exists is that it shall bear witness to that
eternal purpose of God in its own teaching and life,
and work for its actualisation in the life of the whole
world.

This involves working to create a classless, co-opera-
tive, equalitarian, social order, in and between all
nations. It involves, that is, the creation of a social
order in which the means of production and
distribution are accessible to all, without the inter-
vention of an owning rent-interest-and-profit-taking
class, and are used by all, nationally and inter-
nationally, in co-operation for the deliberate planned
purpose of supplying the needs of all. To such a
social order the O.C.M. holds that the Christian
Church is committed by the essential principles and
values of its religion. The Christian religion, that
is, involves the essentials of Socialism or Communism.

No doubt a really Christian, a fully Christian, social
order will only come as the expression of a really
Christian and consciously Christian community.
But, as was pointed out in dealing with its theology,
the O.C.M. realises that God is not confined to the
Christian Church (a cynic might say that He is
present anywhere buwi in the existing Church—an
exaggeration no doubt, but there’s something in it !)
Anyhow God i1s certainly present wherever men,
whatever they call themselves, are hungering and
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THE CHURCH AND THE SOCIAL ORDER

thirsting for justice and are working for it. So the
Order, while keeping its religion and its values
(ultimately so essential for the health of mankind)
well to the fore, works with all, Christian or non-
Christian, for the next possible stage in the direction

of rthe Socialist or Communist commonwealth.

While as realists accepting certain unavoidable im-
perfections in that *° next possible stage,” the Order
will all the time proclaim the wvalues which must
find expression in a really human social order, and
will demand the utmost possible recognition of
those values even in that imperfect stage. For

example, while no doubt accepting a great deal of

State Collectivism, as probably a necessary stage on
the road out of Capitalism and towards k:nnz‘-:.1.411~~411 the
Order would at the same time uphold the Christian
valuation of human personality and demand, and seek
to create the demand (possibly against bureaucratic
opposition) for as much scope for individual and
group freedom and self-expression as possible.
Ot course the social order at which it aims will be
one in which provision for individual freedom and
self-expression and initiative will be as essential
feature as will be co-operation between free indivi-
duals. We might express this by saying that a
Christian and human social order will be Socialist
or Communist in its essential structure, with ** dis-
tributist ” ingredients.

Similarly, the O.C.M. stands for nationalism within
an international order. That it 1is nppnmd to
Imperialism—that is, to the subjection of one or
more nations to the rule of another nation, or to
the dominant class of another nation—goes without
saying. Imperialism is merely the extension into
the international sphere of the essentially anti-
Christian principles of Capitalism. But the Order
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

is also opposed to the mere uniformity of cosmo-
politanism. It believes that * variety is the spice
of life ”—rvariety in #nity—and therefore believes
that there must be full expression, not only for
individuals, but also for natural groupings such as
the family and the nation. It believes that the
Christian principle 1s neither narrow and exclusive
nationalism not cosmopolitanism, but real inter-
nationalism.

Just one more point. The O.C.M. is not pacifist.
[t is not out for a violent revolution, nor does it
believe that anything good can be created by
violence. But it does believe that in an imperfect
world, where the only choice is sometimes between
the lesser of two immediate evils, it is legitimate,
and sometimes necessary, for Christians to defend
by force the juster conditions which by other means
have been, or are in process of bun}\, created, and
which are threatened by th{* enemies of |:,1-t1u.

| have said nothing about ‘ Community Life,” in
the sense of the creation of groups of ]"HL{_JI"}l:_ to
live the community life wow, as oases within an un-
christian society. For the Hh]i.tl’ of the O.C. M. is
rather to work for the creation of a Christian social
order in the whole national and intrrn;itinn‘li life
of the world. But the Order does include in its
methods, as far as possible, the gathering of its
members into groups, centring round a ;mrtirulﬁf
church and altar, to try and live now in the s spirit and
according to the values of the Christian social order
so that [hL}- may be more effectual workers for the
creation of that social order in the world and more
effectual in their interference with the world as it is.

R. WOODIFIELD.
Order of the Church Militant,
Thaxted, Essex.
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Co-apr?mtim'r, and the Future
of Community

ANY of us have looked in vain to Parliament

for a new Magna Carta or Bill of Rights
which would ddLL]LIdILiT tackle the unemployment
problem. In social, economic and international
problems we have looked for a cure in political
action. But the inertia of the government at home
and the *;p::t‘['.iclu of an almost doomed democracy
on the continent, or at best a democracy which is
threatened with extinction through a series ofcivil
wars, has led us to look L!HL“}HTL‘ than to political
action for a real solution, and to ask oursclves, has
the stage of action passed from government to the
people, 1s the real power now vested in the people if
they would only know it ? This has brought us to
the conclusion that governments cannot do every-
thing for us, but that a new approach must be found
by the people themselves and that those who really
mean their socialism can live it bere and now. Morally
and psychologically this approach is also sound.
Socialism becomes a Way of Life for which we are
spititually and morally and psychologically prepared,
and ready to sustain but which would involve no
coercion for those who could not accept that way.
This conclusion has led us to re-examine voluntary
socialism and co- operation as the way out.
Our conference prmrrdnmm* shows two trends
of development, that of voluntary co-operative

Y Bath, April, 1937.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

communities or colonies, and that of expansion of !
the co-operative movement, probably following
along the lines of the Swedish system and even
developing past it.

Of such communities we know that they are spring-
ing up spontancously in different parts of the world,
like 2 new mind emerging. In India the organising
of community lite has been one of the most important
aspects of Gandhi’s work., In America and f';m’uia
community experiments have been remarkably
successful. The Catholic Church has rece mh
organised such communes extensively 1n rural
Quebec, and the Oxford Group has also undertaken
a community experiment in Canada. United first
by spiritual compulsion, they have next sought to
I*sl"int their roots firmly in the soil. Both the first
and the last seems the necessary basis of such a
venture and in this country no one is more fitted
than the Quakers to make this ideal of community
a reality.

Of the ::c:»—{'_:l}*'fl"*[i"u movement in England there are
those who are striving to give it once more leader-
ship and a goal. In Sweden , by the expansion of
the co-operatives on the prnciucm'e side, they were
able to check the profiteering of the great cartels,
control the fluctuation of price levels of both com-
modities and money, and not only to stop the slu mp
in unemployment, lml to re-absorb the Lmme oved
in industry. Buxli up primarily on service and
protection to the consumer they also cut across class
distinction and welded a true national unity which is
singularly lacking in this country. We are un-
uULIh[t.LHR entering on a pet riod of unprecedented
:mutnhn of fluctuation of price levels with accom-
panying | ‘tl‘.mur troubles, more severe than anything
we have yet experienced. Unless our co-operative
system here can function on all these levels as it has
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CO-OPERATION AND FUTURE OF COMMUNITY

done in Sweden, it will not fulfil 1ts destiny: and
sinking to the status of a mere trading a:u:-mmpﬂn";
will have deserted the principle for which it should
stand. It may be that real co-operation can only be
realised 1n groups, whether in industry or on the
land. Butin a real co-operative economy there must
be a sense of producing together, as well as enjoying
the fruits thereof. Economically and socially it
becomes a “ life-mode.” Thus can be laid the basis
of a super-state and indeed of a super-world.
SISLEY TANNER.
Convener of Community
Conference at Bath, 1937.
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( fu-operf,x tive Commonwealth

SUPPOSE I could be classed as a revolutionary

but the revolution in which I believe is a spiritual
revolution for | want to attain a state of society
from which war and violence will be elimin-
ated and in which men and women can live healthy
lives co- n[}vrﬂrfﬂtr in all good ways. Really whar
we are all m:mrmnu for is Utopia. We shall not
build it suddenly, ]""Lt}‘dpw eradually we can lay a
few foundation stones. 1 cannot in the compass of
a very short address do more than make a few sug-
gestions for creating a happier life for the individuals
who compose the nation. We must not wait for
governments to take the initiative. They will only
move when there 1s behind thcm a sufficient L:f:-d*.
of informed ulmmm LO L-‘.Jlﬂi!tl them to take action.
| have ur;ud for many years that it 1s through
co-operation and co-operative enterprise that re-
demption will come alike to English agriculture and
to the English village. One vital evil connected
with the most essential of all work is the fact that 1n
the main we are a country of large farms, upon which
there is room, generally speaking, only tor the pro-
prictor. His workpeople have no share in the
prosperity they create. Their work is frequently
uninteresting and always heavy.
We speak Eurhtl\ ot :~.L1[Ima-j many thousands of
additional men on the land, but it is of vital import-
ance to know under what conditions they are to be
settled. We do not want merely to increase the
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number of labourers without interest in their work,
with little or no chance of progress and yearning for
the greater interests of the towns. We want, there-
tore, by co-operative effort in agriculture to increase
the number of families gaining a living under interest-
ing conditions and rf:t:::h*irlgi._f the reward for their
own exertions. I am not thinking of large co-
operative farms—there is a place for them when
certain fundamental problems have been worked out,
but I should like to see many more experiments with
a view to finding out what should be the size of a
small holding in order to be economic and support
one man and his family. When these experiments
have been successfully carried out and this class of
small farmers established, there is a further great
opportunity for co-operation among these small-
holders, particularly in the marketing of their goods,
and in such matters as transport facilities, purchase
of stock, loan of animals and machinery, buildings,
and so on, |

The village in many parts of the country is a decay-
ing institution. I believe it can be revivified and
made a place of great happiness and industry. I
should begin with better methods of education. 1
would not send the children of a village away to a
central school in another village, perhaps miles
away, for their education. I would have in every
village a school worthy of its purpose and I would
make it a grear centre of Progress. [ should I::egin
by once more using craftsmanship as an instrument
ot spiritual, physical and intellectual education.
Every village school should have attached to it a
manual training room where boys would be taught
the use of tools, some of the principles of beauty in
design, and the skill for making articles for use.

| would try in the workshop of the village school to
help every boy to become self-reliant in the matter
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

of providing for his own necessities. 1 would
follow up the workrooms for the children of the
school with one for those who have left school and
I believe that under a system like this it would be
possible for the men and women of the village to
provide most of the things, so far as furniture and
buildings were concerned, of the village. Here 1s a
magnificent field for co-operation. Instead of the
importation of cheap, badly made articles from a big
town, furniture, woven articles, simple pottery,
household utensils of every kind in wood—all these
could be made in the village workshop by friendly
villagers working in co-operation.

Craftsmanship would be a splendid recreation in
moderation after the work of the day and would
bring a new influence especially in the lives of village
vouths. There would be, as a natural corollary of
this scheme, a village co-operative store primarily
for the sale of the things produced locally.

I believe there 1s the opportunity to start in many of
the depressed areas co-operative industries in the
success of which all would have an interest. |
believe, too, that something greater than material
success would be achieved. That would be a
fellowship in spirit which would ennoble life. 1
should like to see a co-operative village take the
place of one of the present dismal slums which are
called villages, say in Wales or in certain districts of
Scotland. What could be done ? The slum houses
and tenements could be pulled down. New houses
could be built by the unemployed ; furniture made
by the unemployed. Such a village could be built
according to an eflicient and yet beautiful piece of
planning with gardens and small holdings, with
public amenities such as playing grounds, educational
centre, swimming pool, gymnasium, library, an
arts and crafts centre and many other things. All

1 %0
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THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH

this could be co-operatively done and the villages
themselves could be shareholders. ‘

The co-operative movement now requires a per-
manent thinking staff to work out schemes, small and
great, and above all to begin the extension of the
movement to meet the new difficulties 1n the world.

. HOWARD WHITEHOUSE.

Bembridge School,
Isie of Wight.
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T'he Homecroft Technique

HE conference to which we have been called

bears in its title that it is concerned with
voluntary systems of communal living, and with
practical efforts towards the realisation of such.
Fifteen years of poverty and depression in a country
of the material wealth of England could hardly leave
the attitude of thinking men to this subject un-
affected. 1 believe it has affected men’s minds
adversely. It has put many good people out of
patiecnce with such efforts, The old antithesis of
starvation and abundance has stood out more
sharply in our time than ever in the history of the
world before. It has literally wrought upon the
nerves of the age; and the number is greatly in-
creased, of those who despair of constructive
measures of reform, have lost all faith in voluntary
movements, want a clean break with the past, a
total change of scene, a fresh start from first prin-
ciples in a new social world. "
What more than anything has fed the flame of this
desire for a break and a new start, has been the sight
of the very men who could do it, standing for all
these vears idle in the market-place. And they are
there still. TLet us not make a mistake about that.
[t is true their visible numbers are reduced. But
they are only temporarily out of sight. We know
very well that the problem of the unumplm;ﬁ‘cd has
not been solved. There is not a shadow ot reason
to think that the workless will not soon be on our
hands again. And the feeling grows apace, that we
must do something drastic : either let them away to
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THE HOMECROFT TECHNIQUE

make their own community on some uninhabited part
of the planet, or e/se forcibly make a rent in our estab-
lished system, and give them room to do it here.
For the belief will never die, that they have the power
to save themselves if only they have the chance to
work for one another.

Personally, I believe in the community solution,
without believing that those two ways of reaching it
are the only alternatives. I do not think it is
necessary cither to break up the present system or to
go away from it ; and I welcome this Conference, at
a time when all the radicalisms are so much in the
limelight, as a symptom of the tenacity of purpose
animating those who still want to devote patient
constructive thought to the means of bringing about
a real change. My contribution is very simply
made. All would agree that the evil we have to
deal with is precariousness of employment. This
is what has to be overcome. I believe that it could
be gradually overcome by self-employment, if the
men now enjoying wages could join in groups with
the remaining unemployed, and first master and then
aevelop the Homecroft technique for growp-self-subsistence.

*

Frrip

I saw 1t stated in an English weekly journal the other
day that Englishmen fear nothing as much as un-
employment ; because in the nature of the case it
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is so difficult for Englishmen to employ themselves. 'if
The writer’s meaning was that very few of them g
possess the necessary kind of property—a Eiecc of 45
land, a craftsman’s workshop, any small business FE‘..L'
of any kind, in which to go on continuously employ- e
ing themselves producing something or other for ﬂ“ﬁ
the market, as independent workers on their own Ef'r
behalf. But it is obvious that when life is dependent b

on a market it is quite as precarious as when depend-
ent on a wage. The market may collapse just as
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

the wage may stop. The only assured selt-employ-
ment would be to be employed producing all one’s
own requirements, from the origin and consuming
them.

Now at certain levels of human development it may
be possible for a family to do this. But clearly,

they will be very low levels—that, for example, ot

the South Sea Islander. To produce (and produce
from the origin) all that is needed in a L‘f:Inp]ﬂtﬁlr
civilised society requires a very extensive territory
and a very large number ot pr:nph. It is said that
the people of ‘the United States could, if the need
arose, draw a line round their own country and pro-
duce everything inside it that civilised life now uses
without once going into the outer world for any-
thing. Some authorities believe that there are even
single States within the Union which could do the
same. North Carolina is mentioned as a State which,
at a pinch, could carry on without {}mn”{ dll'h'.‘}lhjh
it was boycotted by all the rest of the world for
ever.

But clearly the sort of tiny islanded community
which interests this Conference is a very different
affair, Such a miniature community must, of course
try to draw a line round itself; but it can never
completely close the ring. At most, it must aim
at contracting out of the precarious surrounding life,
[t must buy its immunity. It must pay for the
privilege of quietly going on in its own way, making
rhmy. for itself and consuming them. And the
price it must pay will consist of part of its labour,
given to the outer world. An opening must be
left in the ring tence, in other words, through which
a stream of goods passes out and a stream of money
comes In; money necessary to meet the money
Chug{:b—wﬂl for land and erections, interest on and
Iedr.m}m{:rn of the capital expended on equipment,

1 _a-f:n

TN = g



B TR o= e s R OB o e Lt o e S st BRI o SR SCE L e S

iy | el gl i1 gy

(28 ] - - "
B et i L] | T o Lo e ._..__._,"‘l- cinat """'--I--a""‘l' e LT M P i r-"'"'_'._!.

THE HOMECROFT TECHNIQUE
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and a due supply of raw materials without which
people cannot begin to produce for their own con-
sumption. So that three practical questions at
once aris¢ in any proposal for a self-providing
community :(—

Firstly : in whal necessaries are the people to be

made self-providing 7

Secondly : bow many people are to be made self-

providing in these necessaries ? :'u‘.:d

Thirdly : what is to be the sales-/ine .
The very essence of all practical u'lﬁdﬂm in such an
enterprise is to begin in a modest way, tackling the
simplest I"H‘HI"-H'-‘«I‘LIHI‘I"-Z first and gradually extending as
you learn the technique of the system. For even rhf:
simplest application of a principle, if it is a principle
which is to be able to expand, will involve consider-
able capital expenditure,
Say, then, for the sake of argument that ten un-
employed men by having access given them to five
acres of land (placed somewhere near their homes so
that they can walk back and forth) are to be made self-
providing in potatoes, vegetables, eggs, bread (or
at least flour) and boot-repairs; with, for their
sales-line, eggs ; how could they go about it ?
For the sake of making our argument quite concrete,
let us suppose the field is flat and oblong ; that you
enter it from one end, by a roadway which runs
straight to the other end, dividing the field lengthwise
into two unequal parts, the narrower strip on the left
containing two acres, and the wide one on the right the
remaining three. On the left along the roadway will
run the poultry houses, accommodating perhaps
1,000 birds; indicating at once a feature of funda-
mental importance in the planning, without which
there can be no success—the sales-line.
Since the sales-line in this case is poultry, in looking
for someone, preferably a working man, to put in
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

charge of the experiment we must select one who,
while he must be a great deal more, is at least a
thorough poultry man, and he must live on the spot.
If you cannot get him for sos. a week, then the
pnuhn plmt must be extended rill the stream of
cash coming from it is able to carry its other burdens
and meet his wage. Everything of course depends
on this key man. If he cannot be an educated man
in a position to forego salary, then he must be of the
type who can not only keep books and market goods
but can run a 1,000 head of poultry without touching
a spoon or a spirtle with his own hands. Of the ten
workers, two would have to be detailed by him for
this poultry duty each week, one in the mornings
and one in the afternoons, so that the plant 1s run
by each of the ten members doing seven half-days,
once in five weeks. Any man w ho has a tamily can
of course let a member of his family take his place,
in this or any other of his tasks. |

2
The Homecroft may now be conceived to appear
smmething like this. In the figure, (p. 139) the poul-
try plant is run on the left of the avenue (shaded part)
and the great kitchen garden, with its six plots
and seed bed, occupying two of the acres on the
right. ﬂ.;?ﬂlﬂ on the right, just at the entrance, we
note the shelters (shaded) where tools and stores are
kept and the men can have their mid- day bread and
cheese, looking out on to the food Q&ldf..n the latter
being Alw ays the centre of interest.
Y ou will notice that one acre at the farther end of the
avenue on the right remained unused. This is for
gradual Alhuri}rmn into the tood garden as more
families join the scheme. Also it will be noted
that not all of the two acres on the left is actually
covered by the poultry. Part is reserved for culti-
vation with crops that will grind into poultry meal to
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THE HOMECROFT TECHNIQUE

A B
‘ — |
C D
E F
S

SKETCH PLAN OF A HOMECROFT.

ABCDE&F represent a Communal Food
Garden divided into six for rotation of crops.
S represents a seed bed. The shaded sections
are fowl houses and shelters.

keep down the bills for feeding stufts. Among the
bought materials will be wheat for grinding into
flour ; and the hand mill which grinds it—a Bir-
ming ham machine—will also urmd beans, peas, etc.
into poultry meal. If the climate permitted the
Soya bean to be grown, the mill would take that too.

It will now be seen how, by keeping their poultry
going, these men have tm‘nmLttd themselves out of
the surrounding system, so far as a few of their most
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i COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

T} important necessaries are concerned. They can go
| on producing their own food and consuming it,
indefinitely. And if they were allowed to draw
their unemployment allowances whilst doing it—
| as I think they would be—it would not only raise
= their standard of life economically but benefit them
| in health and character and in every other way,

The capital expenses would be considerable—the
field, the road and fence-making, the shelters, the
:_'_! ten sets of gardening equipment, and the h;l{LL!iL‘:ﬂ
for 1,000 fowls. The regular revenue would have
0 to meet (1) upkeep and renewals ; (ii) interest and
redemption on this capital; (iii) rent, manures,
sced and raw materials. Would 1,000 head of
poultry carry 1t ? Would two acres carry 1,000

i poultry, even on the battery system? If not, is
= there any other line of [‘-rr_adu::tif_.m that the space
21 would carry better? All that would have to be

gone into. In this paper T am merely indicating the
principle of the system.

| And there would have to be a scheme for distributing
the produce among the Homecrofters themselves
| That is difficult enough. And yet it is not impos-
: sibly difficult. It can be done on a “ ticket ” sys-
tem : rhmlgh 1t i~; better to speak of units in this
connexion than of tickets. For then a ticket may
be printed for one unit or five or twenty-five or
fitty or one hundred. One can have books of them
from which to tear them out as required, different
denominations having different colours, and all
being serially numbered. The men are given units
for the hours they work—only a nominal number
per hour at the first, for of course there are no goods
| In the store yet. Hut when the goods materialise
you then distribute the Toods to the men according
* to the units they surrender. And if you remember
always that a unit is a sixth of a penny, you can be

. i L ) i
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1THE HOMECROFT TECHNIQUE

guided in the distribution by that fact. You then
know to give just a generous shilling’s worth for
every seventy-two that are offered—a generous
shilling’s worth, of whatever you have got, eggs,
parsnips, boot-repairs, flour, etc.—only taking care
not to give eggs beyond the tamily’s proper require-
ments, for they are your sales-line. But in the case
of cverything else, give it as you have it, but always
for units tendered; a good shilling’s worth, as 1
have said, for seventy-two units. You can have a
price-list showing e.g. how many units parsnips are,
how many it requires to have one’s shoes soled,
how many for a pound of flour, for a dozen eggs,
and so on—a list the men can all consult. And one
simply keeps feeding the units out to the men (at
sO many per hour), so that they are able to take
away all the stuff as it appears—to clean up the whole
garden. You can never do it absolutely neatly, of
course, but the fowls are always there to take odd-
ments and scraps.

This method of dividing the spoil is simple and
should take away all fear of inequality or injustice.
All get units for their work and all get them at the
same rate. The units a man has, depend on the
hours of work he has contributed towards putting
goods into the common store ; and that is exactly
the extent to which he is enabled to draw them out.

*

The store once started can be enriched by all kinds
of other work, done perhaps outside the Homecroft
altogether. If a man’s children gather blackberries
and their mother makes jam, for example, units can
be had for that at the Homecroft store. If a Hlome-
crofter buys flour with his units he might bring it
back the next day in the form of little cakes which
his wife has made. He can then have back the
units he paid for the flour, with a few extra. Or he
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

may buy rhubarb or raspberries and bring them
back as jam or raspberry wine; receiving his due
units for those in the same way. Or if used cloth-
ing is of any value to the men and the store has a
supply, a suit may be taken away and brought back
brushed and pressed and mended and units be given
for that work. Units can be given in this case,

because the suit mended (like the flour baked or tht
fruit turned into jam), is immediately worth more
units, and can be placed in the store ticketed at the
number proper to that kind of article. And there
are many more thinkable lines, pickles, honey,
oatcakes, home-made toys, painting and paper-
hqngmg furniture, ctc. That in fact 1s how the
system is meant to grow towards complete self

support. If anyone knows of firewood, for example
he can bring it to the Homecroft and split it. He
will get units for the labour and the firewood will
be tnmlahlc at a corresponding number of units,

at the store. If knitting wool is in stock, qn}
Homecrofter or member of his family who h.r-. the
skill may take some home and bring it back as a
little knitted coat. It will go into the store at so
many units. The Homecroft might run a stud of
Angora rabbits, sending the wool away to be spun.
There would then be the chance of beautiful articles
of wear to be made by members’ families for units.
You will notice that the spinning of this Angora
wool would cost money, unless we learnt to spin it,
just as the ordinary wool for kaitting would cost
the store money, unless we could spin it, and as the
leather for the boot tepairs will cost money, unless
we can revive an ancient craft and learn to tan the
leather. In all these cases the principle is the same.
Every new thing introduced, which requires new
materials to make, requires a additional money. It
means a bigger and bigger demand on our money
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THE HOMECROFT TECHNIQUE

crop. It means continuously extending our poultry
or whatever our sales-line is. But we are all the
time contracting out from the surrounding uncer-
tainty on more and more of life’s requirements. We
are purchasing freedom to provide owmrselves with
more and more of the food and other necessaries,
and thereby attaining nearer and necarer the distant
ideal of our search, the islanded, self-employing
community.
Moreover, no rent needs to be torn in the present
social system for this new thing to be born. Men
neither need to desert nor to destroy the established
order. On the contrary, they ¢an only re-establish
themselves thus, if they make sse of the existing
system-—at once make use of it, and by that very
act perhaps start it growing beyvond its present
type. There is no room in the Homecroft plan
tor the destructive moment. Nay, I would go
further. Even if the radicalisms following their
first blind impulse, should destroy and scrap the old
order to make room for a better, they will find that
this which I have been describing—which, as I
believe, can be done without any ‘destruction—is
what they are themselves engaged in doing; /s in
literal fact the very better order which they are
secking to plant. For communism itself rests on
communes. And all I am saying is that the com-
mune does not need to wait for communism. It
can be started now, with ten or twenty people.

J. W. SCOTT.
T'he National Homecroft Association Lid.
38 Charles Street, Cardiff.
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The Brotherhood Trust
kixtension Society

NE of the miracles of the industrial world

today is the Consumers’ Co-operative Move-
ment, This movement started less than one hundred
years ago, when a few poor pcnpiu n}'u_md a grocery
store 1n Rnr_hdd!f_ Today it is one of the ]lemw
trading organizations in England, and the move-
ment 1s spread throughout the world. The rapid
growth of the movement has one lesson to teach us,
and that is the soundness of producing for a known
demand, rather than for a market governed by
fluctuations caused through wasteful competition.
The Rochdale pioneers had a larger vision than the
establishment of a mere trading umammtmn which
could distribute its surpluses. Their vision was of
a reciprocal trading circle, and their method was to
use any surpluses for the purpose of acquiring land,
tools, and so torth, so that their members could be
employed in the work of directly producing the
needs of the circle.
At the beginning of the twentieth century |. Bruce
Wallace, a Christian Socialist, felt the need of again
adopting the method of capitalisation of surpluses.
To this end the Co-operative Brotherhood Trust
was formed. To facilitate reciprocity within the
trading of this society, barter notes were introduced ;
and, later, in order to safeguard the trading position
of I:h:., (.[}- operative Brotherhood T'rust, the Brother-
hood Trust Extension Society was formed, and this
society’s function was the acquiring of land and
tools with which to provide employment for
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BROTHERHOOD TRUST EXTENSION SOCIETY

members of the Co-operative Brotherhood Trust.
In 1920 the Co-operative Brotherhood Trust was
merged with the London Co-operative Society ; but
the Brotherhood Trust Extension Society has con-
tinued its existence. It is to be hoped that this
society with its currency will be useful in the work
of co-ordinating community expetiments in general.
It is realized that in each community it is necessary
to have a wide variety of activities ; but it must be
realized also that self-sufficiency of each unit is
both undesirable and unattainable. There is the
recurring need for capital goods even when a com-
munity is sclt-supporting, and has a surplus to trade
for these goods. If it depends on a fluctuating
market in which to trade its surplus, it is using a
very unsound method of trading. Also, if 2 com-
munity in trading its surplus competes in the open
market with normal producers, ill fecling is most
likely to arise amongst those competitors ; and it is
this warring spirit we wish to avoid.
I wish to impress upon you the need for a consumers’
association, which will consume surpluses of com-
munity cfiorts, and thereby contribute capital to
the communities. The association could be formed
by all who are interested in community life, but are
not participating directly in it. Such an association
would be able to state its requirements from time
to time. The various communities having an
assured market for their surpluses would be in a
really sound position to build that co-operative
commonwealth, which has for so long been the dream
of idealists, but is now proving to be the indispen-
sable method by which to carry out the much needed
change in the social system.
It is the instrument for practical men.

DOUGLAS H. LAMB.
1he Brotherhood Trust Extension Society,
London, E, .
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Production for Use

HEN Edward Unwin, the founder of our
l.eague, first launched his scheme ™ to give
the unemployed the opportunity of prm]ucm;g
for their own use the goods they need,” with ideas
and methods very similar to those of the Co- -Opera-
tive Brotherhood Trust and its child the B.T.E.S.,
it was obviously the opportunity for the two organi-
sations to co-operate as closely as possible.
There are only three factors in the production of
material wealth 1n a civilised L;Hll'll'IiLiI'lil"u.' : (a) Land ;
(p) Labour—manual and mental ; (¢) a medium ui
Exchange of the goods mdnuhlur.m:d The un-
employed have one of the three factors in super-
abundance, namely their Labour. The real tragedy
;_-;,' the um:rnlﬁsfu}ul is not that they have not a
sufliciency of food, clothing, shelter and culture to
provide a decent and comfortable life, but that there

Is no opportunity to exercise their divine gift of

Creative Service. In a system based on the motive
of Production for Profit, they are superfluous. They
are unwanted.

The more tortunate and puu!lwca could assist in
giving the opportunity to their fellow human beings,
to have access to the other factor, raw m’mrmla,
tools, and the like, which land furnishes. This is
casier now than formerly, because Science and

Invention have greatly increased the production of

Labour. The power of the Landlord and the Private
Capitalist lies not so much in the Land and Capital
which the few own and control—tyrannous though
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PRODUCTION FOR USE

this ownership and control are—as in the lack of
access to the means of production by the many.
Once some access is obtained, Labour can in-
creasingly create its own Capital, as indeed it is
doing through Consumers’ Co-operation.
To provide the third factor—a medium of Exchange
it 1s first of all necessary to recognise that money,
whose sole function should be 2 medium of Exchange
Is today a commodity and is bought and sold like
boots and butter. Indeed, the financial system
furnishes pethaps the most glaring examples of the
evils that arise from Production for Profit.
When the idea is thoroughly grasped, particularly
by the workers, that the true function of money is a
means of exchange, the real power of the landlord
will be broken. What is there to prevent the
creation and use of a currency which shall assist in
the equitable exchange of the goods produced by
the workers, with those who want to consume
them °
It 1s necessary therefore to think in terms of goods
and real things—not in terms of gold which does
not exist. When this fundamental truth—that
money should be a means of exchange and not a
commodity—is understood, it should not be beyond
the capacity of the human brain to devise a currency
which should function as a true medium of exchange.
Difficulties, of course, there will be, especially at
the beginning. The Leaguc’s Economics Sub-
Committee have given careful and prolonged atten-
tion to this problem. Finally, the League have
catrusted the business side of exchange to the
Brotherhood Trust Extension Society Ltd., which
had altered its rules to include the Barter Currency
Rules of its parent.
Turning from principle to practice, we may note
some practical expressions of the idea, such as the
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

Society of Friends Allotments Scheme and Peter
Scott’s Upholland experiment, now extended to
South Wales.

In conclusion, it is emphasised that the main issue
before mankind today is whether Production should
be for Use or Profit. In the npir‘;inn of the hpf.':akr:r,
Production for Profit leads to Unemployment,
Poverty, Riches, side by side with their concomitant
evils of Intemperance, Slums, and so on—and
finally to War.

There are many methods by which the vital principle
of Production for Use can and does find practical
expression. 1 submit for the consideration ot the
conference this voluntary method of building a
New England, by UI!-J"“H'H'*:HI:;__} the labour of all those

who prefer to prmluCL for one another’s needs
rather than to produce for pmht with all its domina-
tion, exploitation and waste of wealth.

By this and other means, we may take our part In
hd‘wlLﬂll]lT the rea]l‘:’ltmn of the mad priest Keegan'’s

dream of Heaven—“a commonwealth in which
work is play and play is life—a godhead in which
all life is human and all humanity dnrxm.."

J. THEODORE HARRIS.

Production for Use League,
9 Queensdown Road,
[ondon, E. 5.
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T'he Co-operative Productive
Federation

HE Co-operative Productive Federation con-

sists of manufacturing businesses which are
also associations of workers bringing both the
owners of capital and the consumers into pmtnerﬂ.hjp
with themselves. They are co-operative in that
they produce chiefly for the co-operative market
and often their control is shared with delegates from
the Co-operative Stores. They are also called Co-
partnership, because all their workers are partners
and share in the ownership, the annual surplus and
the control. The control and the profit or surplus
are both shared between Capital, L.abour and the
Consumer,

These Societies are seen, therefore, to be a form of

industry alternative both to ordinary business, which
is under the dominance of capital and also to the
Store Co-operative Movement, which is based on the
autocracy of the consumer, as is seen most clearly
in the factories owned by the Co-operative Whe ] e-
sale Society. The C.W.S. factories are very well
conducted, but the workers in them—so far as their
work is -::rt-n-::emf:d are simply employees.

Every employee in these Co-partnership workshops,
who is above a certain age, becomes a member of
the Society automatically and therefore has a vote
in the election of the Committee of Management,
and 1s eligible for election to that committee, subject
to the possession of some small amount of the Share
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

Capital. The voting is on the democratic principle
of *“ one man one vote,” because it is person and
not purse which is considered valuable.

The committee keeps in its own hands the appoint-
ment of the manager and some few members of the
staft such as travellers ; the manager appoints other
workers and dismisses them, HUi)]LEl to a right of
appeal. The dual relation of the manager to the
workers as the appointed commander of the em-
ployees in their work and also the servant of the
committee, which includes employees, has been
found to work quite well over a long pertod of years,
and to lead to most harmonious relations. The
fact that the employees are members with a right
to know how the business is progressing ; with
ready access to the manager and finally with the
Lﬂnw]uigf that the business is being conducted for
the purpose of giving right conditions of work to
the workers and sound ;;m:-ci*. to the purchasers,
satisfies them intellectually and produces an atmos-
phere of harmony which is the essence of efficiency.
There are at present 42 societies in the Federation
and about ten outside. The federated societies
have a total capital of something over {2,000,000,
do a trade of nearly [2,750,000 and have nearly
8,000 employees. The largest are two ready-made
clothing manufacturers, one employing about 2,000
and the other 1,900. The principal groups are
ten in the clothing trade, fifteen in the boot and
shoe trade, and nine in the printing trade.

The method of the Federation is not communism
nor collective living ; but it is collective working,
though reward is in accordance with service,
modified by payments above standard trade union
rates or wage board minima, which are a first step
towards payment according to need. ‘This method
of industry gives all workers some control ovet
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CO-OPERATIVE PRODUCTIVE FEDERATION

their lives, which is a most important type of free-
dom leading to an increase of self-esteem. Such
recognition of self-value, bound up as it is in the
recognition of the same pf:rs.nnﬁl value of all the
other cu-pdrrm rs u.'anmL tnut_rn;,r leads lllﬂ'»'it‘lblk
to a lLL{‘#I!-_I[]:lEIIHI of wider TLbI'}{f}nhlblll[IC- and a
better idea of citizenship. This is illustrated by the
number of co-partnership workers who take part in
public affairs. In the past, industry has devoured
its own children; these societies, on the contrary
hn:ing based on the intrinsic worth of the individual
give real scope for the development of character

and personality.
E. W. MUNDY.

The Co-operative Productive Federation.
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A Layman Looks at
Communaity

T was the first intention of the conveners of this

conference* to remain very much in the back-
ground—the more so because it seemed that their
wotk was achieved in bringing others together and
that they themselves had Ilz._uthing of experience Or
counsel to offer or to add. It was suggested to us
that this might not be altogether true ; that at least
it would be useful to L."H.FIJIH the point ui the cather
ing as we saw it; the sense of need that led to it
and the hopes we have of 1t
In a way this meeting ends one stage of a quest that
had its beginning m—rhfapw at the end of that war
which so many hoped might end war. With others
who are also ex-servicemen we came ro realise the
futility of force. With all right-thinking people
we trusted that war and its ways were discredited.
Yet the fear that hangs over the world today is a
f:..“ll‘ greater than th: it of the years before 1914.

ndn* the lives of whole nations are threatened
by ;rucd and seclf-seeking and the lust for power.
It has been I"JHHHIL}IL always to destroy lite : the
special menace of today lies 1n the power to destroy
thought as well. As never before in the known
’nhmﬁ of mankind, it is possible to launch a con-
certed attack not unh against the body of mankind,

* Kingsley Hall, Bow. Decemiver 1937
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A LAYMAN LOOKS AT COMMUNITY

but against its spirit also. That is the measure of
our crisis and it is coming on us very swiftly now.
™

It 15 our special shame that these things have their
core in our Western civilisation—the civilisation of
a nominal Chrstianity. They are tolerated—

fostered even—by many who profess that name and
sign. And because of this, we are convinced that
the heaviest responsibility must lie at the door of
those of us who seek to follow Christ. For it is
we who have failed to live out His principles. At
best we have compromised: at worst we have
tollowed the way of the wotld—rendering a respect-
able lip service to God and offering Him a share of i
the loot. Very miserably we have failed to inspire 5
co-operation in the service of our brethren which is
part of our service to God. John Hoyland has
something to say about this* that needs repeating :

© Christ belonged to the lower class, to the working
class, to the exploited, to the dispossessed. He called
to Himself the weary and heavy laden ; and the in-
mortal werds are not to be bastardised by interpreting
them merely in a fignrative and sentimental sense. He
cried aloud © Woe unto you who are rich.’ © Blessed are
e poor.” He taught those masterpieces of working-
class propaganda the Parables of the Rich Man and
Lagarus, of the Rich Fool, of the Sheep and the Goats.
He identified Himself with the least of these brethren,
and took the trouble to point out that this meant with s
the hungry, the naked, the prisoners. Finally, He
aied the death of a slave-felon. il
“ And, after all this, we—shame on us—have made
His church into a comfortable middle-class Junkhole

we are content fo remain comifortable middle-class
cravens, wnder rthese conditions, whilst our brethren
perish around us, in idleness and despair.”

* *“ Digging for a New England”’, pp. 191=2
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

And now the time has come when we can no longer
escape the issue. We have to be honest with our-
selves till it hurts.

We have to ask ourselves—we who are doing what
is called * the wotld’s work ”—whether its selfish-
ness is not a reflection of our own: whether its
exaggerated strivings for power and profits are not
big, ugly shadows of our own little self-seekings 1n
the affairs of every day. We have to face up to the
unwelcome truth that in so far as we have part in
the daily snatch-and-grab of mill and office and
market-place, just so far must we accept responsi-
bility for our world as we find it.
There is no compromising with this situation :
it is as true as it ever was that * the love of money
is the root of all evil,” Either we must go down
discredited in the wreck of the old order or we must
set about building anew. Everywhere there is
much talk of peace, but surely the time for talk 1s
pretty nearly over. We who stand for the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness must begin as we
may to /ive it.

b
In so far as this idea of a New Beginning really takes
hold on us—first as individuals, then as groups, as
churches, as communities, as colonies—in so far as
we are impelled to grow up into new ways of life
by the spirit of love ; to live consciously as members
one of another ; so far shall we be on the way to
the realisation of a new social order—the only one
that will have within itself the final answer to the
problems of poverty and war. But it will cost us
something.

We look about us and we see very few signs of this
new social order on the surface of things. It 1sn’'t
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A LAYMAN LOOKS AT COMMUNITY

advertised in the press or in the House of Commons
and very little in the pulpits.

We realise the immense practical problems of build-
111; a New anwrf; within the frame of a civilisation
already on the verge of conflagration, But since
when has vital (hrhtl._-mlu been scared of practical
problems 7

We know that many before us have glimpsed their
utopias and died not having received the promise.
The time was not ripe but, even so, they died in a
faith that we also must follow. And indeed with
the challenge of our own days we seem to see a
new striving #nder the surface. We believe that in
this generation we are called to rise up and follow
the path of the pioneers.

Already we sce enterprises bravely conceived in
which devotion, eagerness and resource are badly
needed. And we see also a growing body, ldwth
scattered and unrecognised—little groups of lay-
men who have such service to ofter and who ask
nothing better than to give and to make and to
build. Yet it seems all too easy for the people who
need service and the people who want to serve never
to meet, They don’t know where to find one
another.

We see these two camps—those who are employed
in useful work towards a new order, and those who
as yet are in that special sense unf:mplnj. >d "’—and
we ask ourselves whether or not something can be
done to make co-operation more possible and more
useful between us all? Can we not join hands,
however loosely, and begin at least to map out the
first outlines of a plan in which a// of us may have
some part or lot in the practical enterprise of ser-
vice ?

Soon there may be—we believe there will be—
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

many eager recruits to this adventure of a new
order of ium; So many men and women of good-
will, sick of daily -::{nﬂprunmu with their conscience
ATE nnh waiting for a lead. Who will give 1t?
What 1s there tor them to do? Where will thu
look for s_,uid:mr:f: and advice 7 Where can they get
training in their tasks of construction ?

Is any hndx ready to open doors to them, to show
them the difference between goodwill &mi good
work ; to explain what is useful and what is waste-
ful ; to give them the benefit of hard-won experi-
ence ? Or must they be left to flounder 1n doubt
and indecision : to waste themselves in sentimental
dreams of brave new wortlds; to squander willing
service in ill-conceived eflort; to grow weary and
disillusioned before they have ever got to grips
with realities 7 Or else endlessly to talk and talk

and talk of things that are never begun ?
e

We see also that those who are working to the same
ends are not always working in the same way., It
seems there may be many roads to our utopia ; many
counsels of perfection. Can unity grow out of all
this diversity of temperament and technique 7 For
ourselves it seems needful first and last to strive
against the sin of intolerance. QOur sympathies must
be as wide as the love we profess. We shall seek
always for that common denominator in men and
movements, not magnifying differences that divide ;
keeping clear in our mind the distinction between
unity—which is needful—and mmiformitzy—which is
not.

That does not mean that we shall sink our principles
and liquidate our convictions. For ourselves as
the conveners of this confterence, we have nailed
our colours to the mast in the agenda tor these
meetings. We believe profoundly that the Spirit

':If.l.‘"
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A LAYMAN LOOKS AT COMMUNITY

of Christ is the one necessary and unifying factor
between individuals and groups alike. We believe
we shall go tforward only as we seek in all teachable-
ness to be led by that Spirit into all truth. We believe
that nothing less than the faith of the Son of God
can suffice to move our mountains. We believe
that the fullest and deepest fellowship in service is
the fellowship of those linked by that faith in the
service of one Master, even Christ.

For us, there can be no compromises there. As we
see 1t, any new way of life and any creative social
pattern will take shape only in so far as it not only
bases on the principles Christ taught, but is actually
filled and made alive by the gift of IHis Spirit.

None the less we believe that we must co-operate
with all who share a belief in the co-operative way of
lite. None is excluded from the fellowship of
service.
To those who cannot in honesty share with us the
Christian basis, we say, “ work to the highest you
see, and so far as we may we will work together ;
presently, maybe, we shall share our vision as well
as our work.” For it is certain that no man can
live by another man’s light. We have all of us much
to learn of the way of understanding and the bearing
of one another’s burdens.
-"E‘lﬂd we want hﬂff! Lo }.'ILJ.TL i[l el "l.‘r"[}['d {:{}I' i | ].'HbLlHt 14 Bb
of humour. It seems to us that the sorts of task we
are all facing call in very special measure for people
with a joyous breadth and sunny sanity of outlook
that will be equal to the stresses that co-operative
effort must needs set up at times. ‘Those who can
laugh together will also be able to work together.

W
We would wish this meeting to be the beginning of
a wider phase of our common quest. We here are
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

of one heart and one mind about most of the deeper
issues. We represent many more who are not with
us but who would understand our language and
answer to it, if they were.

We believe that, for us and for them, a co-operative
Christian commonwealth is no dream, but a practical
evervday possibility. We believe that those of us
who see that, are called upon to work towards it
actively here and now. We believe that Christ
must be made manifest to the world, as in times past,
through small companies of everyday people fired
by His Spirit. We believe that it is necessary to
commit ourselves to the road: if we wait till we
see where it is leading we may find we are too late.
We believe that those who have the faith will also
find the means ready to hand.

We have tried to say something of what we see as
the fundamentals of this co-operative Christian com-
monwealth. Such a society (as another speaker has
put it) must certainly “ break out on the land.”
But may it not also break out in factories and mills
and distributive units as well ?  We shall need true
co-operation in industry as well as in agriculture.
Then too there is need for the co-operation ot the
mystical mind which sees why with the scientific
mind which shows Asew. Indeed, our society must
be broad based enough in its development to take
and use all the gifts we have to bring—the gifts of
the artist as well as the industrialist ; of the organiser
and the investigator ; of the doctor and the teacher ;
of the spade worker and the desk worker ; the maker
of motors and the makers of music. All have their
own contribution to the ftull lite.
k2

On the material side we visualise the beginnings of
a new order in an increasing growth of individual
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A LAYMAN LOOKS AT COMMUNITY

groups, colonies, settlements and services, and an
Increasing co-operation between them.

We see possibilities of a widening system of co-
ordinated producing and distributing units devoted
to the essential means of life. -

We see auxiliary advisory committees of specialists
who will investigate and report on data arising out
of practical work in the field. .
We see a liaison unit keeping contact not only with
these working groups but acting also as an informa-
tion source and an advisory body for those interested
In community life and service—a sort of employ-
ment exchange tt,:rr_r.hua:: willing to give time, work
or specialised service.

This last perhaps may seem a practical suggestion
for immediate consideration.®* The rest still lies
ahead—though not maybe so far ahead as it appears.
lt, in the light of anything that may happen during
the week-end, 2 small body of interested and ser
viceable people can find time to get together and
examine present issues—not theoretically but always
with a view to action—then we shall be able to lay
another small but solid foundation stone in the
building of *“ the city set on a hill that cannot be hid.”
That is for you to decide.

HERBERT SHIPLEY.

Joint Convener of i
C{Hﬂ#ﬂa‘ﬂh_‘}f C;:;.L/;:_-rg;;.;-,g, *;
b ] ==
Bow, London, 1937. |
}
*bua_;"up[:u:miix: . “ Formation and Functions of Community .r
Service Committee.”’ -
fi
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The Distressed Areas
By Rhys ¥. Davies, M.P.

URING the last four vears the sum of about £ 11,000,000

has been sct aside by Government to revive industry

in the Special Areas and to try to do something in the
areas that are to be “ certified.”” But out of that vast total
the actual cash that has been spent is /£ 2,800,000. If spent in
nothing but wages the whole amount of £2,800,000 would
have found emplovment for only 7,000 people for four years,
on the calculation of £z per week per person. The paucity
of this provision will be understood when it is realised that
in the Special Areas alone in January, 1937, there were no
fewer than 335,000 unemployed persons.
."';c-._‘ur{_”ri"_r’ tor the terms of the Bill [‘}:Hﬂud I'.hI‘uU;.I_h Parliament
in April 1937, a new distinction 1s to be drawn berween the
S0V eral pu‘fCT‘E"-.'-‘.-j-li‘iL‘kL‘il areas. In future, {ht:.n'h,:rr, the
country is to be divided up into three categories the prosper-
ous, the special and the certified areas. There arc patches of
Iancashire which are expected to be ‘‘ certified.”” There are
four urban townships in the Westhoughton (Lancs.) Parlia-
mentary constituency, with a population of 50,000, and ten
years’ ago there were about 10.000 colliers at work in 17 mines.
Today those 17 pits are closed and there is hardly a miner
employed in the whole of those districts. ['he rateable value
of industrial undertakings in the four townships ten ycars
apgo, was {50,000 ; today it 1s only about {s,000. The result
'« that the local authorities are seriously hampered and the
social and human consequences are almost beyond descrip-
tion. The infantile mortality rate in 1935 throughout the
country was 59 per 1,000, What is the position in Aspull, a
small township in that constituency ¢ In that tow nship, with
a population of 7,000 the infantile mortality was not 50 per
thousand but 149. A child in Aspull has only one-third the
chance of living of a child in Bournemouth or St. Annes-on-
the-Sea.
The Aspull local authority has condemned about 100 houses
as unfit for human habitation, but not a single house of any
kind has vet been built by the local authority. The township
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of Aspull is at best nothing but a huge rubbish heap ; it is
derelict.  And the people who have taken the wealth out of
the ground in that locality are now enjoying the riches thev
have thus obtained and probably living in Harrogate, More-
cambe, Bournemouth, and in luxurious flats in London,
The population of Lancashire is greater than that of the whole
of Scotland and twice that of Wales. We could put several
Durhams or Monmouthshites in Lancashire and not feel their
presence. Apart from putting a munitions factory ten miles
away from these four townships, where the distress is heaviest,
the following remedies are now suggested. First, the atten.
tion of the Service Departments is called to the heavy un-
employment rates prevailing, so that industrialists in those
parts may tender for contracts for those Departments. But
what 18 the use of saying that firms will be allowed to tender
for contracts for those Departments, when there are hardly
any firms there to tender? Service Departments will give
contracts to firms which, in their opinion, can do the job
cheapest and best, whether it is done in a distressed area or
anywhere else. Part of the problem in this country at the
moment, both in the prosperous and the distressed areas. is
that there is not sufficient liaison between the Ministry of
Labour and the Service Departments. Critics sometimes
throw out suggestions that the unemployed do not want to
work. | know the problem of dealing with human beings
as well as most, 1 happen to be the Secretary of a society
which pays out benefits under the Health Insurance Scheme.
When it was announced that a munitions factory was to be
established at Chorley, 36 men from the village of Blackrod
walked eight miles to look for work, and walked back again,
and the answer they received was that they could get work
when all the unemployed in Chorley had been absorbed.
When the unemployment rate at Chorley is 15 and the rate
in these four townships is 5o, the unemployed there ought
0 have some priu:'iE}' of LI:I!I'I']H}'TI'.I:_'I"_T at that factory.

Some people argue that industrialists will not come to these
arcas because the rates are too high, but in these parts of
Lancashire they are about the lowest in the whole county.
Then we are told that we must be very carcful not to dub these
arcas as depressed otherwise industrialists will shun them.
The local authorities have been inviting industrialists to come
there, but they have declined, and they declined long before
we whispered thart it was a distressed area. They will not go
there for ar least two reasons.  First, they do not want to be
bothered with trade unionism, and, secondly, the profit factor
counts with them more than anything else.
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

The people of Lancashire are not revolutionary-minded ; they
have not matched to London behind bands and banners and
all the rest of it. There is something more sinister even than
marches from Jarrow to London and demonstrations in South
Wales, and that is, the _L{T'.ldl.l:il deterioration ot the ]1?1'_".'Hin.|ul::
of the people and the undermining of their morale until, in
the end, they become satisfied with the st cial services. That
is the most sinister thing in Lancashire.
Lancashire is unlike anything else in the country. Not only
have we unemployed, but we have thousands, if not rens of
thousands of skilled men and women working full time for
wages that are below the srandard which they would get if
they were on public assistance.
[rrespective of the colour of the Government which may be in
power at the time, the s ientist, the engineer and the chemist
have confounded the schemes of the best statesmen and
politicians of all partes. A girl of 16 can work a machine
which puts out of employment jo adult men at onc stroke,
That is what is going on everywhere ; and in the end compara-
tively few people will be required in this great industrialised
country to produce all we require. In spite of all the docu-
ments that have been ;‘m]l]iﬂ]wd_ and all the :-2}‘-L'a'n;,':'h.'*.~' that have
been made. a Government, whatever political calour 1t may be,
will some day have to face that problem by raising the school-
leaving age, abolishing overtime, reducing the number of
years which people arc called upon to work, and introducing
pensions at an earlier age. We shall somehow have to provide
in that way for the unemployed, and lift them out of the
terrible travail which they are in at present,
We must find ways and means to give them a chance to enjoy
some of the riches that other people continue to enjoy in this
land of plenty.

- April 1937,
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Fconomic Size and Lavout of

A Self-Subsistence Unit i

i

N planning to utilize human energy for voluntary cffort the %'r'_:ff};'
size of the group is of fundamental importance. It ;lpq.

vitally affects the psychological reactions between the

members, and the growth and maintenance of the best rela- e
tionships which depend upon intimacy, mutual respect and i”,'l
Bt

personal responsibility.  This factor has been largely ignored
1n the rise of the industrial system, but, for Community pur-
poses, merits the closest study.
There 1s a widespread conviction nowadays that to do anything
well it must be done on a huge scale. This may be sound
when viewed from the angle of securing a return on vested
capital, bur is definitely false when applied to the production
ot the basic needs of life by pcople secking fullness of life,
not profit. We must beware when considering the plan of
community of a lag in thought such as that which, for years
after the introduction of electricity, prevented builders from
fitting a switch upstairs to turn off the hall light, just because
such had not been technically feasible with gaslighting.
In reply to those who say that the production of our vital
needs cannot be successfully undertaken on a small scale, I
would point to the Upholland experiment in Lancashire.*
I'his was successful in spite of the most indifferent premises,
without such clemental facilities as running water, light or
power, and the absence of any previous experience by either
sponsors or members. It only failed when expanded on the
conventional plan, and reduced to the status of a branch
establishment in a large organisation. Then it ceased to be
an entity, and the virtue went out of it,
In the U.S.A., Borsodi, the author of “ Flight from the City ™
family independent of the industrial
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has made himself and f
system. With somewhat better equipment than was available
at T_I'p}u:-!iand, he claims a saving of 20 to 30 per cent. against
retail prices on a specialized mass-produced comumodity like
canned tomatoes, for the reason that production at or near the
polnt ot consumption results of itself in a very great economy.
[n East Anglia a small farmer, in addition to producing as

* An Order of friends.
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COMMUNITY IN DBRITAIN

many as possible of his other needs, is growing and grinding
(by hand) his own corn for bread, and enjoying a full and free
life, mentally and upmmq]h, as a reward.

If any feel cthat this 1s a return to barbarism, it is because they
are unlhh to re-adjust their thinking, and recognise that this
generation can draw on the service of science and the machine
to an extent never before I'HJH":!I le 1in human }'t‘ht{mr*., '['hL“
in turn, if we will but seize our opportunity, allow a new de-
contr .lll.ﬂd pattern tor "‘HH"HH without loss {}[r the amenitic
to which we have become accustomed. The imme nse com-
bines of Irhd.n will surely perish, just as the ,:,me;_'h' invincible
prehistoric monsters did, and for the same reasons—immo-
bility and lack of :idd;’)[‘-’thllit". to changing conditions. It is
the smaller, more active and sensitive forms of life that have
persisted,

At this time we have an unparalleled u[‘.:]mrmmn to lay
enduring foundations for a new order of Society—an order
that shall arise to greater beauty than any we have yet been
able to conceive. With the collapse of the Roman Empire
the engineering technique was lost that had enabled them
to set up massive columns spanned by hcavy stone lintels.
‘Ill-:.. ‘L‘itl‘l.'.. huildu.t‘:-» f{.“ th on the un: {ummﬂ-r |1:|nn;,1 Ofr
Norman arch, built brick by brick, but, as greater skill
developed, the pointed or Gothic arch was introduced, and
this resulted in the .!‘tusmgaml le E:r::‘nzl:. of the cathedrals
that are the glory of Europe. So now can we pave the
way for a healthy, balanced Socicty, wherein all have access
to the hnu:hn ot I!‘u I.'nmd | I’rr._ ]‘-l‘-, th‘{ lt‘-l MO -»-,"ij -Susta lﬂi[]L{
groups of men and women, :.-..{.:I*nrlmu.ﬂh independent of any
central organisation, while free to associate for purposes of
mutual interest,

[t 15 Very significant that most active groups of !uuph who
depend on murtual confidence for their effective corporate
action are limited to from 11 to 15 In number., Most SpOIts
teams consist of from 11 to 15 players, the army platoon is
12 men, while in the Navy the crews of the smaller ships are
divided into messes of about 1z or 1z men ecach. There
must be some deep-seated reason for the prevalence of this
number, and we should take :ti_h'm‘uﬂ}_ru of it to secure the
right response in community cffort. Too often we plan
location and Proce sdure for human endeavour without sufficient
regard to those factors that foster the growth of skill, enthu-
siasm and harmony.

The picture 1 have in mind for immediate action, wherever
twelve good men and true can ger together and wish to make
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APPENDICES (2)

a starr. will entail the securing of a five-acre plot, on which a
simple sclf-contained block of sectional hui_ldin;;{ can be
erccted by the members, to house all their equipment, stock,
workshops and so on, A suitable plan, based on expericnee,
is reproduced herewith, showing two courtyards—that on
N.E. being surrounded by the farm building, and that on the
S.\W. which can be cultivated, surrounded by the workrooms,
so that all look on to a garden. The southern walls accommo-
date a lean-to glasshouse, while the central two-storey block
provides office, stores and communal hall, with water tower
:.Ii}:l".]";'{' '.-".H.
This layout simplifies the provision of necessary services,
such as licht, heat, water and drains. Constructed from
standardized interchangeable sections, the building is readily
adaptable for the basic activities of a team of from twelve
to twenty families. ‘The plan entails the minimum cost
for materials, and skilled labour. All departments are placed
to take full advantage of sunshine or shade and prevailing
8.W. wind according to requirements. It provides ample
daylight, ventilation and hygicnic conditions everywhere,
and may be easily altered or extended to suir local necds.
The whole establishment would not be required at the srarr,
but would be added to year by year as the land was developed,
and the livestock increased. A fairly complete degree of
economic self-suthiciency should be secured by this means
within five years.

Wi B, BUTLER; M:EF.E,
Lately Production Engineer
to An Order of friends.
Southport. anes,
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Community and Child Education

HE chicf concern of thoughtful parents today regarding

the education of their children lies, not in the number of

tacts they acquire, but in their ability to live with other
people. Herein lies the essence of education in community-
the art of learning to live together and herein also lies the solu-
tion to the world’s most grievous ills. The answers to the
real problems of life are not to be found in text books, they are
to be found where men have learnt to live as brothers. It is
therefore little wonder that the trend of so-called modem
education, with lamentably few exceptions leaves most
intelligent people with an impression of hopeless inadequacy.
Educators of the calibre of Pestalozzi and Froebel are still
lone voices crying in the wilderness and * education for life,”
cven 1n these days, has Jittle claim in the academic world.
On the other hand many people argue that children living in
4 C{H'I‘H‘J'Ellﬂif}‘ would suffer Ehl‘L‘hui_rh lack of efficient {;rh:curir,_ru,
at least for some yeats, until the community school had become
fully developed and adequately staffed, and this situation would
probably necessitate the children’s attendance ar a village
school, with possibly few opportunities for secondary school
education. But if the purpose of education means the fullest
development of the individual in relation to the home and the
community and the fullest development of the home and
community in relation to the individual and the development
of all these factors in relation to the whole world and its needs
then community has something of vital importance to offer
to education. To some of us, who have considered this
problem carcfully, there has come the conviction that the
children’s experience of life—especially in a community
where the religious basis is not an empty creed, but life itself
—would more than compensate the lack of academic instruc-
tion, where such a choice had to be made. The question of
specialised training cannot be dealt with here, but no construc-
tive aspect of living should be neglected in a developed plan
tor community education,
It was in the spirit of love and with a deep understanding of
the whole life and need of man, that educationalists like
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APPENDICES (3

Froebel and Pestalozzi, were prompted to translate their
dreams of pood into I'L‘HIIU. and weave them into the very
fabric of life itself. They both realised the supreme import-
ance of hel pmﬂ the child to develop his awareness of God and
man and of the world of nature. They realised too that
uch knowledge could never walk hand-in. hand with violence,
It umld only flourish by the way of love. It knew no barriers
of class or arc and 1t 111.1#.1:., God I‘L’l] to the children th I'lIL'ILh the
lives of its interpreters. In his Education of Man, Froebel says
““ Education should lead and guide man to clearness concern-
ing himself and in himself, to peace with nature and to unity
with God : hence it should lift him to a knowledge of himself
and of mankind, to a knowledge of God and of nature, ﬂnd to
the pure and hnh life to which such knowledge lL:ujf.
In another chapter he speaks of the feeling of community
between mother and child and later buwcm [ht_ child and the
rest of the family and he goes on to say: ** This feeling of
community, first uniting the child with mmhu, father, brothers
and sisters and resting on a higher spiritual unity to which
later on is added the unmistakable discovery that father,
mother, brothers, sisters, human h:.in,u* in general, feel and
know themselves to be in community and unity with a higher
principle—with humanity, with God—this feeling of com-
munity 1s the very hrﬂ germ, the very first beginning of all
true religious spirit.””  Is this not a challenge to education
alists of our own day to seek a more zldtL'lldt' answer to the
child’s needs in relation to life as a whole ?

o
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Something indeed is being done along these lines and the
work of the following schools should not be forgotten—in
India, Rabindranath Tagore’s School at Santiniketan, Moga in
the Punjab, Kees Boeke’s Community Workshop in Holland
(this school has also undertaken courageous work on inter-
national lines), In California, the Voorhis School, and in
England this spirit in education is best represented in the
principles underlying the foundation of the Caldicott Com-
munity. There must be others too, throughout the world
who are exploring the way of community in education, but
the sum total of their efforts has pmhahh only touched the
fringe of the question—the answer lies with educationalists
of the future,
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Loe Community of the Way.
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Formation and Functions qf‘ the

Community Service Committee

S an outcome of the Community Conferences at Bath
and Bow, a provisional service committee was consti-
tuted with a desire to serve the community movement

in the way in which it seemed that immediate service is most
needed and may be most practically rendered.

[t was very E_,,t.ﬂ{_r"i.”"n felt that, although active Lif"'-l]ﬁ!'}["hf"ll"i
towards community are taking shape quietly but fairly rapidly
and 1n many dtt’lrtm wWays, 'EhL":-L LIL"LL!IIPI'I'I.L[H"‘& are likely to
be slowed up and hflmpund ]:'.. lack of information, of wot ]uru,
experience, of inter-contact and co-ordination. Isolation in
any movement towards umnmﬂm IS 4 rmrlcinx yet at the
present time many community activities are coming into being
in very much that srare. We may look to see many recruits
to a new order of Ii».iﬂg; in these l_:.nnm‘!;;: tfﬂ}tw, but are we
ready for them ¢

Active groups already 1n being are necessarily pre-occupied
with the full-time task of building up their own life and w ork :
they have little time or opportunity to consider the dLulu;w_
ment of activities outside their immediate concern. Any
service in the direction of co-ordination seems likely to come
more helpfully from without.

It is such service that the provisional committee 1s constituted
to attempt. Its members include several who have been con-
cerned at first hand and for many years with community prf.h-
lems and activitics. All share a sense of the immanence of
community development in the present day ; all believe that
4 NEW S0C L.ll {hrdcr }::'hf,i.i 011 CO- rbiu_m’lﬂ i1 At ‘::l Nnot con I"I-LI!HH‘I
must result from any real and widespread cffort to interpret
the spirit and teaching of Christ in everyday living ; all are
agreed that the time for action is likely to be brief; that any
Steps  tow ards a more conscious ordering and :n-nnhr ation
of community interests should be taken now,

Convinced as they are that the basis of community integration
is and must be :«,rrnuu.r.l, the committee recognise the need
that ** all things be done decently and In order  and that, to
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APPENDICLES (4)

this end, working knowledge of all available ways and means
is also necessary.

Their function will be to learn from all who have working
experience or constructive thought to offer and to make the
resulting information available as widely as possible to all
who want it. Their job is conceived essentially in terms of
service to all who are interested in any sense in community
whether actively engaged, formulating plans, or simply
questing towards decisions.

Specifically their work would seem to fall into several cate-
gories., It would seck simply and with the least possible
machinery :—

(@) To offer a ready channel of intercommunication be-
tween community units themselves and between such
units and laymen becoming interested in them.

iy

(#) to gather exact information about the organisation and
work ol community experiments for the puidance
of those eager to co-operate with active groups, to
visit them, or to start units of their own.

(¢) To assist as opportunity offers in promoting the inter-
change of community produced goods and services
and In that way to strengthen the economic independ-
ence of community life.

(@) To constitute something akin to a community ““ em-
ployment exchange » putting into touch those who have
help to give and those who have need of such help.

(¢) To link up with all who are studying and investigating
from any ““.‘%I': the facrors entering Into community
Organisarion, |

"-.'m‘*'_ s _Im';;f.:.-f."w: the Commitiee bas been H'{"'F'J‘{T-*I”H "ff"f"r‘i]" 20

TR -5 ir.'l"i'- ¥ . i J -

steadily it these directi ons a nd contacts have been established in rany
'fm ts of ,uj;;: country. Correspondence is invited and letiers should
‘.Ffr{.:f{}'ﬁ‘lr{‘_f;rt?{i”fn the Hom. Secretary, Community Service Commiiiee,
_“.Jﬂn;g.,.rm_ }},;r.a‘ﬁf'ff‘ Park, West Byfleet, Surrey. This is not
a* r.u:{?.'-fwffm’ » and it is supported by no fund so that, where response
I andicalea, correspondents are asked if possible to enclose postage.
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A
Short Survey of
some _E.rpnrinwn ts and

Activities towards Community

HIS summary does not claim to be com- '

1 L] L] El -l . : = . 1
piete but it outlines sufficient examples
g to show in how many various patterns i
T.r c E.-".I:‘l-.,; spirit of community  1s c.'h:;‘ar:;r;«_-;in_g?r b
itselt to-day.

'%'!".ruu_:;:h all these patterns, however diverse in B
rorm, runs a sigmificant unity of spiritual con- !
viction, ot social consciousness and of econo- i

mic principle, I

=
s S

All such community activities call in these
times of crisis for conscious fellowship,
practical co-operation, and closer contact with
the growing body of free people everywhere
who are waking to the necessity for a new way
of life. In such fellowship, co-operation
and contact lies the wider community sought
by men of good-will throughout the world.
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Colonies and Settlements

1. THE COTSWOLD |2. AN ORDER OF

BRUDERHOF.
Ashton Keynes, Wilts.

A Christian Community orig-
iT'l:‘ih:L] 18] {_;L"Z:'!HH‘_'{ Il 1020
and cstablished in England
in 1936 to witness the practic-
al possibility here and now of
a wav of lifc based on love
and lived in accordance with
Christ’s tcaching about the
Kingdom of God. A mem-
bership of some 250 includes

men. women and children of |

several nationalities.  Prop-
erty is held in common and
work shared by all. No
“wages ”” are paid and money
is used only in external trans-
actions and 1n the mainten-
P '.l[-ILi L"."'ﬂ[[_'l-'_":-IHZIT'I I_I']. COlnl
munal activities. Agriculture
and dairy farming provide
the staple economic basis but
craft-work and book-pub-
lishing are also carried out,
“The Plough " i1s produced
A5 A s.pl.i:".t'r‘i‘_r Mapgazinc and
;}ilh“f-;lt‘[l il] 1 i '-u'E.'I:lt li'ﬂllLll]l'l_'.i:L"'.:l.
Orders are invited for print-
ing, bookbinding, carved
bookmarkers and craft-work
in wood. The community
1s open to all and visitors are
freely welcomed.

178

FRIENDS (Peter Scott)

* Deristone,” Chapel Road,
Abergavenny, Mon.

An Order of friends is a
group of men and women
who feel dec pIx' the defects
8 the PreEsSent ecOnOMmMIc '.I‘.d
‘,:;l_JL"i:{l HTI.-HT.L"IH '.Hil_l [IEL' Lll'uf_":ll__}.'
of radical changes. They have
COome IUIL:I..'1.|!'|*=' in a ﬁ[""l"k.‘i-li
organisation because  they
know that some PErsons must
at this critical time dedicare
themselves wholly to  the
development of a new society
in peaceful, experimental
ways. The acuvities of an

O rder of friends include :—

['he Brymwmawr Experiment, a
slanned effort to enable a
!

| derelict township to dis-

cover for itself a new level
of community life. The ex-
p:.':'i:t‘lc.‘ﬂt ]3:!*; TIE'HIJ_:;hT INtO
being :

(1) The Community Council,
which consists of men and
women from all sections of
the town, meceting regularly
to discuss common problems.

Its practical work has in-

r cluded :

¥



old rubbish tip, and given
to the Lrb:m District
Counctl 1n 1938,

(¢) The Nursery School,
built DY k't.‘:]L::‘.E:u'}' labour
and managed by its own
Committee,

(d) Social Welfare
many kinds.

".'.lIT'L'. ot

(2) Community House, where
activities are co-ordinated,
':U':I'L] "-"-E]jf]". SCrves as a meet
ng [‘.I].H'r LO1 other
organtsations 1 the town.

(3 f_.lu:_ur-: men, women,
bovs and girls, Brynmawr

IMEAIN
tor

'*1'4_"’ AT IL.':‘.-'.]

and the Brvn-
mawr, assisted by leaders
working from Community

House,

(4) Two new industries, Bryvn-
mawr Bootmakers, Ltd.. and
Brynmawr Furniture Makers
Ltd., commercial ventures
I"Huh‘f'-” goods of the higrh-
est qunl"a in their respective
ficlds, and providing paid

tt..r!u;mn'nz for a number of

men :md hr._:_--.;

Veebsistence P fm:r...r'w;, an af
tempt 1o set the older unems-
ployed men to work alongnew
lines. producing for their own

consumption as many as | providing capital with those
;JH:-.*&_III_.‘JI-: of the necessities | of workers prov iding effort.
of life, while remaining in | Invites participation in  its
receipt ot unemployment | plans.
179
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Pontymoel, Innmuﬂdd
and Llandegveth,

(6) The Brynmawr Subsist-
ence Production Society,
which works in close re
lation to the other work
in Brynmawr.

London Office (and show-
room of Brynmawr Furni-
ture): 6 C {h{.[]{.h sh "‘;qh.‘.n
W, 1. OSubscriptions, dona-
tions, and enquiries s *u.n.[d be
addressed to the leader, Peter
Plans and progress
are described in a quarrerly
publication, s the

“* Towards
New Community.”

SCOtt.

3. HUGH'S SETTLE-
WIENT. (Brinsley Nixon)

Quarley, near Andover, Hants.

An experimental model of
120 acres for the develop-
of rural settlements in

INCrit
England and overseas. Reg-
istered as a  public utility

society in 1928, Hugh' s Settle-
ment builds its own houses :
aims at community food pro
I_!Iifl:fil il iFT'Ili .ETILiLlFII'ILL”.‘; - r'l:i.”':'i
adolescent education  based
on mutual assistance 1n work-
ing and learning ; seeks to
identify interests of investors

e B 23T S

e O e e O T e L S O e 5 i g L et S o =
APPENDICES (5
(@) The Bryvnmawr Survey | assistance, This work in-
(published in 1934 by |cludes at present:
Allenson). (2) The Subsistence Produc-
(#) The Swimming DBath, tion Society of the East-
Paddling Pool and Gar- ern Valley of Monmouth-
dens built by voluntary shire, with centres at
laboiit 6b the Eite oF an Cwmavon,  Trevethin,
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4 WHITEWAY.

(Nellie Shaw)

Straoud, Gloucestar.

A colony ot about 40 ACTCS
founded 1n 1808 as a coms-
munity on Tolstoyan prin-
ciples but developing into an
associational group of mem-
bers, cach cultivating own
plot ; occupying own dwell-
ing; following own employ-
ment. It has operated a
bake: s introduced hand-loom
weaving and cabinet making
and built a hall. With a popu-
lation varying from a dozen
to 100 and including men,
women and children, White-
way has had a long and col
ourful story fully described
in the book of that name. Its

(= =

community lifc has now be-
come largely a matter of
history.

5 STAPLETON
A, G. Higging)

The Brotherhood Church, Staple-
ton, near Pontefrace, Yorks.

A land colony started in 1921
on the basis ot the Christian
teaching, It substitutes moral
standards for legal

secks to establish the rule of
Christ in the :
members and refuses to
tuii‘.rﬂ'[:.‘. I]H' l.;'.HT‘iTrn'rl 115- Th-.:
coercive state over its actions.
[t carries on a knitring 1indus-
try with T :rl;u_'hfm_'*:;, has ".:-.:
acres of land and keeps some

€0 colonies (i

Y s
r-’.l'.-?"

lives of its

|:r'.'<.‘~;.
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Service Units, Teams and Camps

1. JOHN HOYLAND'S
WORK CAMPS.

( John Hoyland)

YWoodbrooke Settlement, Selly
Cak, Birmingham.

In acrion since about 1930,
Enlists voluntary parties of
students and others of gl
APZES, both sexes, and any
nattonality ** to work side by
side with the men who till
lately have been plunged in

the hopeless despair of pro- |

longed inactivity but are now
In action again on the land,”
Its objects are () to assist
I}I't_ri]H{'TE{.-l‘: for-use on behalt
ot unemployed and partially
Incapacitated men and on the
basis of co-operative allot-
ment land settlement
schemes ; (b)) to bring men
and women of differing back
ground into working contact
and  unde rstanding ;  (¢)
promote the restoration of a
prosperous Brirish peasantry
on t‘u-iiﬂc:'i!th'u lines, Week-
-L'ﬂd or b i“i.]: Y L“j.’_j..'i”,!_’ P r'ti{_'ﬁ“
billet in the homes of their
fellow-workers on the SpOft,
Expericnced teams are Organ-
1sed for overseas work, Appli-
cations are invited.

Al

£

2. GRITH PIONEERS.

(Leslie West)
13% Camberwell Road, Londan,

| S.E. 5

Grith Camps were started
after the war with the ob-
ject of bringing young men
to a self-disciplined life of
adventure, hardihood and
self-expression and the sub-
limation of war-mongering
passions by healthy and con-
structive  activity. Their
work has been largely de-
voted to the unemployed but
students are welcomed in
vacatton. Volunteers are in-
vited for a camp at Shining
Cliff near Derby.

3. INTERNATIONAL
VOLUNTARY SER-
VICE FOR PEACE.

{Jean Inebnit)
| Lyddon Terrace, Leeds, 2

Originating in France about
19z1, the aim of I.V.S.P. is
the creation of a spirit of
triendship and a constructive
attitude towards peace among

all peoples, irrespective of
race or religion, by giving
practical help in national

catastrophe ot in carrying out
work of public utility, thus
I&Fﬂﬁh‘itiir];_{ men and women Of

181
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COMMUNITY IN BRITAIN

goodwill with a sound train-
ing in mutual help, voluntary
discipline and comradeship.
It supports all efforts to re-
place military service in times
of peace Ii':, international
constructive service fostering
confidence between nations.
It never competes with ordin-
ary labour or undertakes any
scheme intended tor strike
breaking. The LV.S.P. has
worked in many countrics
and has enlisted teams num-
bering from 400 to 700.
Teams include “‘sisters’” chief-
ly occupied in domestic work.
Volunteers capable of hard
disciplined service are in-
vited tor PLIin*& of not less
than 12 working days : board
and lodging provided but not

Ll’:.i'*.'t.‘llllll_,h COSES,

4. THE PEACE ARMY.
¢Dr Maude Royden / Joyce Pollard)
63 Meadway, London, N.W. ||

Members are ]ﬂLdyLd to bring
to the service of peacc—
loyalty, endurance, discip-
lined courage and, if need be,
a readiness for the ultimate
sacrifice demanded of soldiers
at war. The Peace Army is
committed to positive peace-
mdLsm_, wherever opportun-
ity offers, by the provision of
LUI'[LIIII.'[HUH partics, neutral
observers and international
police ; to the technique of
non-violent resistance in the
event of invasion and to the
principle of peaceful inter-
vention between opposing

forces committed to war.
These principles are being
interpreted at the present
time through constructive
work amongst the Jewish-
Arab settlements in Palestine.

5. UNEMPLOYED
ADOPTION.
‘Beatrice Leigh-Clare)

* Longshot,”’ The Ridgeway,
Guildford, Surrey

A practical sharing plan, in
action since late 1937. Estab-
lishes postal contacts on a
basis of personal friendship
as between families and in-
dividuals who need hqu and
those who have help to offer.
During the first 18 months
over goo ‘" adoptions *’ have
been arranged. Those able
to rccommend families or
willing to adopt them, are
invited to get in touch,

6. SBCOTTISH WORK
CAMPS. (Ann Cumming)

Friends Meeting House, 21 Stafford
Street, Edinburgh

Formed 1934 to assist in de-
E'!Ill:_“n"*-i d areas a.nd mh::: cmer-
gency by providing work
teams of students and nmun.
The work has included road
mending, drainage work,
limewashing house exteriors,
making a*’udum, and especially

helping unemploy ed men start
new land schemes. A young
people’s active service cofps
for peacc,
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Groups, Centres and Cells

1. COMMUNITY FRUIT
SERVICE. (Bert Over)

The Mount, Bleadon,
Weston-super-Mare

A co-operative experiment
started in 1926 with 3 acres of
land. Produces for use and
distributes the produce accor-
ding to need. Fruit and
vegetables are grown, picked
and distributed to local fami-
lies, schools, children’s homes
I’H.r:ip[[‘:ilx-l and :-r[“r}‘..h‘ntfzrﬁ
Children assist  largely in
picking and the fruit garden
has become an element in the
life of the district, Friends
are encouraged to camp on
the ground and it is hoped
that those doing so will take
their part in whatever work
s gomng on. All work is
voluntary and no goods are
sold. | o

2. THE CHALLENGE
CENTRE.

(Hilda Chapman}
Woodbine Street, Cross Lane,
Salford 3

A service centre opened in
1933 for unemployed women
and wives of unemployed
men.  Members work 'up
gifts of materials and odds
and ends into useful clothing
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and household goods. Hours
given to the Club in making
and mending, cleaning and
cooking are recorded and for
the most part used to * buy ™
things from a community
" shop,” stocked by this
hitherto unwanted labour and
by gifts from friends.
Through its membership of
100 Wives, some 400 men,
women and children were
clothcd in one year by this
experiment in  production-
for-use. Other services in-
clude sewing classes, fitness
classes, hot meals at low cost,
and country holiday parties.
Gifts of goods and {_il.l[i'lil't_l-.';‘r'
or ofiers of voluntary help
welcomed.

3. TREALAW COM-
MUNITY HOUSE,
(Margery Parker-Gray)
Trealaw, Rhondda, 5. Wales

A house set up to demonstrate
the possibilitics of a new life
of ftellowship and service
amongst the miscries and
hostilities of a depressed area.
Beliecving that **all human
needs are religious nceds ™
Community House gives cor
porate examples of Christian
social principles by a classless
fellowship finding expression
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